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PREFACE. 

Iff presenting the ** Life and Times of Williabi 
Henry Harrison to the public, some explanation of 
the title may be necessary; We have christened oui 
work Life and TinusSt to distinguish it from several othei 
books already out upon the same subject. By " Times/' 
' we do not mean all the events of the country during the 
life of Harrison, but merely those with which he wafi 
immediately connected. 

In recording these, we have been governed solely by 
facts, and we leave these facts to speak for themselves. 
If he were not at this moment before the people foi 
their suffrages as a candidate for a great and important 
ftation, we might have indulged in compliment and 
praise; but we have no disposition, and disclaim all 
intention of making our history political. 

In our Appendix will be found many papers of great 
interest, connected with the life of General Harrison, 
and to which we invite attention. 

In preparing our work for publication, we have 
been greatly assisted by Butler's History of Kentucky; 
McAffee's History of the Late War; Hall's Life of 
Harrison, and Dawson's Life of Harrison. We l)"vp 
also used freely the Washington Mirror; Niles' Re« 
ter; the Congressional Journals, and the Journal^ '* 
the Legislatures of Ohio, Indiana, &c. 
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We return our acknowledgments to several gentF^ 
men who have kindly furnished us with much important 
information, among whom we must particularize, Gen- 
eral Leslie Combs, of Lexington, Kentucky, and our 
t^ented fellow-citizen, Rufus Dawe»i Esq. To th« 
fatter, we are very largely indebted. 
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WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON, 



CHAPTER L 



Bir0i| Parentage, and Education of William Henry Hanrisoiu 
His first appointment by Washington. 

In the most strict^sense of the word, every man 
belongs to his country, and the lives of all who 
have distinguished themselves, whether in the 
field or in the forum, should be carefully fib- 
corded, and their acts minutely and faithfully 
engrossed ; as lessons of instructioQ and ex- 
amples for emulation to after generations. 
Under a republic, offices of trust, honor, and 
emolument, are open to all, and he who served 
his country in any manner whatever, retires 
from that service into private life, and mingles 
once more with those, who, for a short time, 
honored him with power. However worthy 
his deeds, no title of nobility follows him into 
his retirement; no privileged designation of 
fuere sound descends to his son and his son's 
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son. The child may look back with conscious 
pride, to the whole life of his father, but he 
must still depend upon his own exertions, his 
own acts, and his own genius, for any distinc- 
tion shown to himself. It is one of tlie greatest 
blessings of our form of government, that we 
are not honored because our fathers were. 
Were it otherwise, how many silly coxcouibs 
would we bend to, merely because their fathers 
were great men ? *' Every man for himself,'* 
is a true Yankee motto, and should be that of 
every free people. This saying is quite com- 
mon, and is often perverted, but we apply it 
only in all honorable enterprize, and where 
ambition is governed solely by a desire for the 
general weal. 

Yet, when a man can proudly refer to the 
achievements of his fathers, it stimulates his 
mind to be worthy of such a parentage, and 
urges him to attempt a career as bright and 
glorious as that of his ancestry. There are 
few of our countrymen who can make such a 
retrospect with as much pleasure as the sub- 
ject of our present memoir, General William 
Hbnrt Harrison. 

t>e8ceiided from a long line of patriots, be 
would have proved recreant to the best blood 
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in America, had he been less than they 
Thrown early into public life by the require- 
ment of a young and struggling country, his 
opportunities gave scope to his superior iu«- 
tellect, and step by step he rose in the estima*- 
tion of the people, gathering fresh laurels at 
each advance, until there is barely room 
enough for another gloriouis chnplet upon his 
noble brow. 

William Henry Harrison, was born on 
the 9th day of February, 1773, at a place 
called Berkley, on the James River, about 25 
miles below Richmond, in Charles City 
County, in the State of Virginia. He is a 
lineal descendant of that General Harrison, 
who bore a prominent part in the English * 
civil wars, and who held an important com* 
mand in the armies of the Commonwealth. 

Benjamin Harrison, the father of William 
Henry, was a delegate to the Continental 
Congress, in 1774-5-6. It was between him 
and John Hancock, that the amicable con- 
tention took place respecting the Presidency 
of the Congress. Peyton Randolph, and 
Benjamin Harrison, were brothers-in-law, and 
upon the decease of the former, who was first 
President of Congress, it was the wisKof the 
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Southern members that Mr. Harrison should 
be selected to fill the chair vacated by the 
death of fais relative. He was fully informed 
of the various sectional prejudices existing at 
that momentous crisis, and exerted all his in" 
fluence in favor of his friendly rival, Jouii 
Hancock* He reasoned with his colleagues 
upon the importance of conciliating the 
Northern feeling, and succeeded in obtaining 
for the Massachussetts member a unanimous 
vote. 

Waln, in his Biography of the Signers of 
the Declaration of Independence, says of Mr* 
Hancock : — 

*^ With a modesty not unnatural of his years^ 
and a consciousness of the difficulty he might 
experience iu filling a station of such high im« 
portance and responsibility, he hesitated to 
take the seat. Mr* Harrison was standing 
beside him, and with the ready good humour 
that he loved a joke, even in the Senate Housci 
he seized the modest candidate in his athletic 
arms, and placed him in the presidential dwur j 
then turning to some of the members around* 
he exclaimed, * We will show mother Britain 
how Utile we care lor her, by making a Masso* 
chaasetts man pur pre«ideiit« whom «li# ImV 
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excluded from pardon by public proclama*' 
tion.' " 

Ben/amii<i Harrison, afterward filled the 
executive chair of Virginia, at a time when the 
energies of the bold, prompt, and daring, were 
requisite to inspire his countrymen. With the 
example of such a father, William HenrT 
Harrison would have been less than man had 
he not been brave and patriotic. His father 
was a patriot of the noblest class when it was 
death to be so known. He made his opinions 
public, with the gallows staring him in the 
face, and fled not from the enemy who watched, 
but to slay. When destruction hang over his 
country, he was by the side of his daring com- 
panions to breast and share with them the 
ruthless storm. 

When the sacred Declaration of Indepen- 
dence was passed, he joined the fathers of the 
Union, and signed that famous document. It 
was a solemn hour, and not a man placed his 
name to that paper, who did not expect deso- 
lation and death to wait upon the deed. So 

well convinced were all of imminent risk of 
the act, that when Charles Carroll rignedf 

remark was made, ** There go millions/' the 

some one addedf " but as there are many of 

B 



the name he may escape by its not being 
kaovrn positively whicli it is," " Not so," re- 
plied the signer, and immediately added " of 
CarrolltoD." Hence it is that ibis nnme is ac- 
companied with his place of residence. 

Tbough well aware of the eaormous danger 
incurred, not a man wavered in his parpose. 
When they pledged " our lives and fortunes, 
and our sacred honors," they knew the penalty, 
yet not a soul trembled for the consequences. 

WiLLiAU Henbt H&KRiaoN was the tbint 
and youngest son, and tbough the father was 
poor in this world's goods, the son received a 
rich and noble inheritance — the legacy of n 
name surrounded by glorious achievements 
and connected with the first struggles of his 
country for freedom. To a. soul filled with 
Jionor and burning to imitate the noble exam- 
ple, such legacy, was all he asked — all he re- 
quired. 

Young Harrison was edueated at Hampden, 
Sydney College, and afterward applied him- 
self diligently to the study of medicine. In 
his boyhood he bad wished fot some of^MrUi- 
xatj to Mm hii eoantry, for he 
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He was about to graduate as a physician, 
wh^n fresh reports of the daring deeds of his 
country nxen in the western wilds ; tales of mid- 
night murders in the new settlements, roused 
again the lambent desire to share the perils 
of his fellow-citizens and he resolved to jpia 
Jthe frontier army; — not to spread plasters and 
sew up gashes, but as a soldier of liberty. 

His 'guardian was the celebrated Robert 
JVf oRUis, who so frequently relieved the Con- 
tinental army from his private fortune, and 
was the intimate friend of the immortal Wash- 

• 

IN6T0N* Perceiving in young Harrison the 
germ of true greatness, Mr« Morris endeavored 
to persuade him from his purpose until he had 
the advantage of every scientific acquirement 
within reach, and it was supposed that the 
kindness of his nature and gentleness of man- 
ner, had fitted him peculiarly for the profes- 
sion which he had first adopted. 

The army then serving in the west under 
.General St. Clajr, had been raised for the 
express, purpose of preventing the repeated 
outrages and barbarities committed by the In- 
dians, and the young student resolved to join 
this little baud and serve his country where 
^e most needed the gallantry of her spns. 
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The opposition of his excellent guardian 
was not sufficient to deter him from his pur- 
pose, and as his design was approved bj 
Washington, who had also been the warm 
friend of his father, he received from that no- 
ble warrior an ensign's commission in the first 
regiment of United States Artillery, then sta- 
tioned at Fort Washington. 

Here commenced the public life of Harri- 
«on, and long, active, and eventful has it been. 
Here under a daring and experienced soldier, 
the young officer began his glorious career. 
At the early age of nineteen he adopted the 
service of his country as his profession, and 
not contented with his uniform merely to ex- 
hibit it in the streets- of a city, he repaired im- 
mediately to a dangerous position, to give the 
strength of his boyish arm to defend a frontier 
.which may be said at that time, almost to have 
been in the possession of a ruthless, cruel, and 
vindictitre foe. 

We cannot close this chapter without draw- 
ing a comparison between our boy soldier and 
liAFAYETTE. The latter left his own country 
to aid a struggling people in obtaining and 
maintaining their freedom. The former re- 
linquished a pe^eful profession in which his 
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»■ 

talents would soon have rendered him inde- 
pendent, to share the dangers of a wilderness 
— the exposure to a cold and changeable cli- 
mate, and the tomahawks and scalping knives 
of a sculking midnight foe; and all this to as- 
sist men expecting night after night to be 
butchered in their sleep. > Both heroes entered 
upon their arduous profession at nearly the 
same period of life — both triumphed, and both 
lived long to benefit mankind by their dazzling 
genius, their warlike enterprize and their pro- 
found counsel. 



CHAPTER lih 

The Indian war— Hostile tribes— Defeat of Harmer— 0];^aniza- 
tion of a new army nnder St. Clair— Advance of the same — 
St. Clair's defeat— State of the country — ^Parties in Con- 
gress — Foreign influence. 

In 1783 peace was concluded between 
Great Britain and the United States of 
America, jet our country was still the scene 
of war and bloodshed. During the revolu* 
tionarj contest, most of the Indian tribes upon 
the frontier had been inducefd to take up arms 
in favor of Great Britain, and they now re- 
fused to lay down the hatchet, determined still 
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to continue their murders until the people of 
the United States should be driven from the 
western «ettlements. 

A few of the tribes entered into treaties of 
peace with this country, but those north and 
west of the Ohio persisted in maintaining 
their barbarous and devastating hostility. 
The incursions of the latter were principally 
directed against the people of west Penn- 
sylvania, and a few settlements which had 
been formed in the Northwestern Territory, or 
that portion of it which is now the state of Ohio. 

There were seven tribes at this time, who 
refused altogether to enter into a peace, and 
who persisted in their midnight murders upon 
the border. The principal of these were thp 
M1AMIE8, who occupied all of Indiana, a 
large part of Illinois, and a good tract of 
country west of the Scioto, in Ohio. They 
were a brave and warlike people, but ex- 
tremely obstinate. They hearkened but little 
even to their own chiefs, so that it can scarcely 
be supposed but they would be among the 
Tery last to abandon a war, to which they 
were daily urged by Englishmen, and while 
too, they could be supplied with guns and am 
munitba from the British forts. 
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The HuRONS occupied the southern shore 
of Lake Erie, and a more desperate set of 
dogs were not to be found through the whole 
region of the west. Again and again would 
they rally when driven back, and rarely was 
it that they abandoned the pursuit of a foe* 
The HuRONS or Wyandots have been known 
to follow a beaten ,|ind retreating enemy for 
more than a week, and never rose the sun dur- 
ing the whole time, but his beams were dark- 
ened with the blood of mothers and babes. 

Tlie Dela WARES having been driven from 
their beautiful flat-lands by the white settler, 
left CoAauANAC * for the west, and gradually 
retired, until we find them, at the time of 
which we write, dwelling within the present 
limits of Ohio. 

This tribe had but little to complain of 
compared with many others. The land owned 
by the Dela wares, or Leni Lenapes, had, to 
a great extent, been purchased and paid for. 

In the north of Ohio were the Shawnees, 
who had . made their way from the extreme 
south, and are supposed to have been driven by 
some stronger tribe, from Georgia or Florida* 

*The Indian name of Philadelphia 
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Ott the peninsula of Michigan were the 
Chippewas, the Ottowas, and the Poto- 
WAT0M1E8. All these tribes, and some of them 
were at that time very large and numbered 
many thousands of warriors, were engaged in 
desperate contests with the whites, for the 
purpose of stopping forever the emigration of 
the early settlers to the west. 

" My mind and heart are upon that river,", 
pointing to the Ohio, " may that river ever 
continue to run, and remain the boundary of 
lasting peace between the Americans, and the 
Indians on its opposite shore." 

This was the toast given by Cornflanter 
at the table ot Gen. Wayne, in March, 1793. 
We step a little in advance of our hist^jry to 
bring in this sentiment of a friendly chief, that 
our readers may be able to judge of the feel- 
ing at that time existing among the Indians, 
towards the white settlers. Assassination was 
the deed of every night, and though our revo- 
lutionary war closed in 1783, yet" the Indians 
still committed their outrages, and were often 
assisted by the English ; who, though they 
did not as a nation war upon us, yet they had 
their men and officers mingled with and direct- 
ing the hociUle tribes. 



OF WILLLAJtf HSNRT HARRISON. . SI 

Mr. Hall in noticing this subject, says : — 
** From 1783 to 1790, it was estimated that 
1500 men, women and children, had been 
killed or taken prisoners by the Indians upon 
the waters of the Ohio; more than 2000 
horses were stolen from H^ inhabitants ; 
-houses bad been burned, fields ravaged, boats 
plundered, and property destroyed to an un- 
known amount. Still the settlements grew, 
and the gallant pioneers sustained the war 
with undaunted spirit. The Qritish, in de- 
fiance of a solemn treaty, continued to hold 
military posts within our acknowledged ter- 
ritory, to tamper with the tribes in our limits, 
and faithlessly to supply the munitions of war, 
to be used against a civilized people at peace 
with herself." 

The defeat of Brigadier General Harmer, 
a brave and skilful officer, and the total des- 
truction of his gallant army, by hordes of 
savages, filled the whole-frontier with appre- 
hension and despair, whilst it inspired the In- 
dians with renewed confidence ; and flushed 
with victory, they extended their barbarities 
from town to town, and house to house, with 
the apparent determination to annihilate every 
settler on the border. 
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The inhabitants of the frontier called for a 
new army, which was raised and placed under 
the command of Major General St. Clair, a 
veteran of the revolution, who possessed the 
entire confidence of Washington. It was 
necessary that the arms of America should 
triumph over all her foes, whether foreign or 
domestic, that the country might be secure 
from rapine, murder and devastation, and that . 
the young nation should be respected by the 
whole world. 

The new army marched to the seat of war, 
and the venerable commander exerted all his 
skill for the success of his hardy soldiers ; 
but unfortunate events occurred which were 
wholly unexpected, . and the meritorious ef- 
forts of St. Clair, in behalf of his country, 
were only attended with defeat and destruc- 
tion. 

The army advanced slowly and cautiously 
toward the head waters of the Wabash, open- 
ing a road, and bliilding forts at suitable dis* 
tances. By the first of November, 1791, St 
Clair found himself in the midst of the In- 
dian Country, and within fifteen miles of the 
Miami villages. On the 4th, about daylight, 
jiis camp was suddenly attacked by an im- 
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xnense body of savages, lead oq by Meshe« 
cuNNAQUA, or the LiTTLB Turtle, a dis- 
tinguished chief and great warrior of the 
Miamies, and Buckongehelas, 6rst chief of 
the Delawares, aided by white auxiliaries from 
Canada. 

The assailants were well protected by the 
shelter of the trees and the frequent mounds 
of earth. They fired from the ground and 
were scarcely to be seen, except when they 
rose to spring from one shelter to another. 
They advanced rapidly in front, and upon 
either flank, up to the very mouths of the 
Americith field pieces. 

The militia occupying- the front were dis- 
mayed by the impetuosity and violence of this 
unexpected attack, and falling back upon the 
regulars, threw them into confusion. In vain 
the officers endeavoured to rally and re-foVm 
their' men ; their success was only partial. 
Twice were the Indians driven back by des- 
perate charges, but while they gave way at 
one point to the bayonets of our soldiers, from 
every other quarter they poured in a heavy 
and destructive fire upon the lines, uutil the 
whole army was thrown into the great son^ 
fusion, and a most disorderly retreat ei 
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For several miles the Indians pursued their 
conquered foe, and the woods were literal]^ 
strewed with the bleeding bodies of the dead 
and dying. The camp was completely de- 
serted, and was afterward plundered by the 
victors. 

The army suffered most cruelly. Of four- 
teen hundred men engaged, five hundred and 
thirty were killed, and three hundred and 
sixty wounded. Many of the latter died within 
a few days after the battlis. Thirty officers 
were slain, and among them General Butler, 
a distinguished soldier of the revolutionary 
struggle. 

A series of terrible disasters had already 
rendered the war unpopular, and this Inst de- 
feat filled the whole country with distress, 
mourning, and apprehension. The impla- 
cable foe had gained success upon success, 
until, flushed with victory, he ventured still 
closer to the encampments and threatened to 
attack settlements still further east. The 
bleeding scalp, torn from the struggling and 
wounded victim, was flouted in the face of the 
American soldiery, and every species of in- 

t offered to their dead and dying eom- 
bos* 
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So great was the constematioli**^ spread 
throughout the couoitry, that ^ven the brave 
and daring shrunk from a contest fruitful onlj 
in labour* disaster, and defeat* Victory over 
such au enemy would bring but little glory; 
and if conquered, excruciating tortures. and 
horrid deaths were certain to await the van- 
quished. 

Parties for and against the further prosecu- 
tion of the War were forming through the 
land, and the two liital expeditions had 
drain^ the treasury, and drawn largely from 
the resources of the country. In Congress 
parties pro and con also existed, and all the 
energy, coolness, and discrimination of the 
mighty intellect of our great Washington jrere 
required to crush the discontented factions, 
and to secure the permanency of those glo- 
rious institutions which had been established 
bj seven years of toil, and the outpouring of 
oceans of patriotic blood. 

Had the war at that moment been given 
over, it is highly probable that Rng^nd would 
have thrown her forces openly into the west- 
em wilderness, and commenced another trial 
to reduce the free states. Though she could 
nmm hwr a g«iaed ikis gkjtct^ she might li«v« 

c 
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possessed herself of on immense territory at 
the north- vrest, and retarded for many yeari 
the derelopement of the blessings of freedom ^ 
and the proof of that which was then con* 
sidered a mere assertion — ** That man is ca- 
pable of self-government." 



CHAPTER III. 



British influence'-Oeneral Wayne appointed to the eomnuund «f 
the Legion of the United States — Desertion— DUcipline aaA 
State of the New Army. 

The war with the north-western tribes was 
no longer a local matter, but had gradually 
risen in importance, until it became a national 
contest, jeoparding the free institutions of our 
new country. In the movements of the foe 
was seen the directing influence of a more ex- 
perienced hand, and although Great Bbitain 
had abandoned as a goyernment, elSbrtB to re- 
cover the colonies, yet it was too clearly per«> 
ceived that she did not restrain her subjects 
from co-operating with, aiding, advising, and 
leading the hostile bands of Indians. . i 

At his first intenri^ with BIr. Anui0« the . 
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King of England expressed the following 
sentiment : — 

** I was the last to conform to the separa- 
tion ; but the separation having been made, I 
would be the first to meet the friendship of the 
United States as an independent power/* 

The people did not join with their sovereign 
in this declaration, but continued to throw 
every obstacle that could be thought of in the 
way of the rising Republic. 

The frequent defeats rendered it imperative 
that the army should be placed under the com- 
mand of a military chief of well earned repu- 
tation ; a caudous, discreet, brave, and ener- 
getic soldier. The two most prominent at 
that period, were George Rogers Clark and 
Anthony Watmb. They had both fought in 
the revolution ; held separate commands, and 
had planned and executed the most daring 
and successful enterprizes. The latter was 
known through the whole army, and in every 
quarter of the Union; as Mad Anthony, from 
his eventful fortunes and daring adventures. 
The calculating mind of the discriminating 
Washington singled out Mad Anthony, to 
command the western army, and he at once 
nceived orders to Uiat effect. Brigadier Ge 
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erals James Wilkinson and Thomas Poset, 
distinguished revolutionary officers, were asso* 
ciated with General Wayne. 

In the Casket of ISM^ published by Mr. 
Atkinson, in Philadelphia, we find an article 
upon the subject of the frontier war, writteii 
evidently by a person intimately acquainted 
with the subject We copy below his account 
of the formation of Wayne's Legion, or *' The 
Legion of the United States," by which name 

■fi it was designated and known. 

^! " On the 25th of May, 1792, General Waynb 

having been furnished by the Secretary of 
War with the instructions of the President, in 
which it was emphatically expressed, that an-- 
other defeat would he inexpressibly ruinaus to 
the reputation of the government^ took leave oi 
his family and friends, and repaired to Pitts- 
burgh, the place appointed for the rendezvous 
of the troops, and where he arrived in June. 
By the new organization, the army was to 
consist of one Major General, four Brigadier 
Generals, and their respective staffs ; the com- 
missioned officers, and five thousand one hun- 
dred and twenty non-comnoiissioned officers 
and privates— -the whole to be denominated 
• The Legion of the United 8taU$.* The 
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legrion to be divided into four sub-legions, each 
to consist of commissioned officers named, 
and one thousand tfro hundred and eighty 
non-commissioned officers and privates. The 
previous army having been nearly annihi- 
lated, a new one was to be recruited. Most 
of the experienced officers having been slaia 
in the defeats of HARMER-and St. Clair, or 
resigned their commissions, the labors of the 
commanding general were augmented to an 
extent which nothing but the most unwearied 
patience and ardent zeal could have perform- 
ed. Mnny of the officers, as well as of the 
soldiers, had yet to learn the rudiments of the 
profession. The organization of the troops, 
military tactics, discipline, dsc, devolved so 
fur upon the General, as to leave him scarcely 
time, without infinite labor, to keep up the 
correspondence incident to his station. His 
efforts were indefatigable, and it is impossible 
at the present day to form an adequate idea 
of the difficulties he had to encounter, the 
labors to perform, and the obstacles to sur- 
mount. So panic>struck was the whole coun- 
try at the repeated and bloody successes of 
the enemy, that an engagement with them was 
looked to as certain defeat A perfect horror 
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seemed to seize the recruits, when marched 
from the rendezvous where they had enlisted, 
and their faces turned to join the enemy. In 
a letter to the Secretary of War, dated Pitts- 
burgh, 20th July, 1792, General Wayne says, 
* The detachment under Major Asuton ar- 
rived at this place on Monday ; Lieutenant 
Campbell*8 witli Stokes' dragoons, and 
Captain Faulkner's riflemen, on Tuesday, I 
am, however, sorry to inform you of the alarm- 
i,* ing desertion that prevailed in Ashton's de- 

•'I tachment, and Stokes' dragoons. Not less 

than fifty of the former, and seven of the lat- 
ter deserted on their march between Carlysle 
and Pittsburgh.' 

" Another fact will show the degree of ter 
ror that the name of Indian had inspired, and 
the extraordinary difficulties the general had 
to surmount, to introduce obedience, self-con- 
fidence, and courage. A letter to the Secre- 
tary of War, dated Pittsburgh, 10th of August, 
1792, says, ' Desertions have been frequent 
.: i and alarnung. Two nights since, upon a re- 

ti : V^^ ^^^^ ^ large body of Indians were close 

^'^-^ in our front, I ordered the troops to form for 

action, and rode along the line to inspire them 
with confidence, and gave a charge to those 
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in the redoubts which I had recentlj thrdwa 
up in our front, and on the right flank, to 
maintain their posts at any expenite of blood, 
until I could gain the enemy^s rear with the 
dragoons ; but such was the defect of the hUf 
mnn heart, that from excess of co^ckrdice, one- 
third of the sentries deserted from their sta- 
tions, so as to leave the most accessible pkuses 
unguarded/ 

'' By the salutary measures adopted to in- 
troduce order and discipline, the army soon 
began to assume its proper character. The 
troops were daily exercised in all the evolup 
tions necessary to render them efficient sot 
diers, and more especially in those manceuven 
proper in a campaign against savages. Firing 
at a mark was constantly practised) and re- 
wards given to the best marksmen. To in* 
spire emulation, the riflemen and infantiy 
strove to excel, and the men soon attained to 
an accuracy that gave them confidence in 
their own prowess. On the artillery the genr 
eral impressed the importance of that arm of 
the service. The dragoons be taught to rely 
on the broadsword, as all important to victory. 
The riflemen «were made to see how much 
success must depend on their coolness, quick- 
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and accuracy ; while the infantry were led to 
place CDtire confidence in the bayonet, as the 
certain and irresistible weapon, before whioh 
savages could not stand. The men were in- 
structed to charge in open order ; and each 
to rely on himself, and to prepare for a per- 
sonal contest with the enemy. The confi- 
dence inspired, and the rapid improvement 
in discipline, are frequently mentioned with 
pleasure in the letters of the Commanding 
General, written during the autumn ; but the 
season was too far advanced before a reason- 
able force could be collected to warrant active 
operations. 

Such was the situation of the country — 
such the position of the army, and such the 
foe to be encountered at the time Ensign 
Harrison joined his regiment at Fort Wash- 
ington, which stood upon the site of the pre- 
sent beautiful city of Cincinnati, in Ohio. It 
was no holiday parade — no marching and 
counter-marching where none but friends are 
seen ; but it was active service again t an impla- 
cable assassin who stole upon his victim in the 
still hour of night, and murdered him as he 
slept unconscious of his danger. A majority 
of those the young Ensign associated with» 
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were like himself, raw recruits, and it was 
neoessarj to bare constant drills for tbe pur- 
pose of instructing thesioldiersand giving tbeni 
confidence in themselves. The command 
was wisely placed hy Wjlbbisqton in the 
hands of Mad Anraomr^ and the latter kept 
his men continually at work. 

The author was speaking but a few days 
since with a veteran who served under Gene- 
ral Watnb during the whole time he was in 
4he west In speaking of the daily ^icen^ses 
imposed upon the army, he faith, 'V lodged, 
sir, the general kept us buBy. We b(|d a re- 
gular school of it, morning, noon and night, 
and Wayne did'nt give over till he thought 
we knew near about as much as he did* 
When he had to stop a bit, fur, you know, it 
would not do fiir the soldiers to know. Jooiv 
than their leader. The practising wa» alt tb9 
time, and fiiith, rir, we weren't allowed (a 
whisper in school, and hang the play we could 
take out of it, for you see ther4 wer0 no be^ 
tween Hmes.** 

The few last words probably give the best 
idea that we could possibly have of Mad Ah^ 
raoifT*s character, and at the same time fbrm 
as ^handsome a compliment as could be- paid 
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him as a soldier. With him there were wo 
** between times,** he was constantly upon Uie 
alert, and always at his post. 



CHAPTER iV. 

Ensign Harrison reacbet Fort WaaUnftoiH-HabiU of th* mI- 
diers — Hanison's tmnpennce— Hia first aervice — Gains the 
applause of St. Clair— Is promoted to a lieutenancy— Wayne's 
position at LegionTille-^The Legion proceeds to Fort Washlnf- 
toB, mbne it ia joMi by Lieutenant Haniaon. 

Enbisn Harbison reached Fort Washings 
ton directly after the defeat of General St. 
Clair, which we have already recorded. He 
arriTed in time to witness the gathering Hi of 
the vanquished and disheartened troops at 
that post But a short time before they had 
marched out in all the pride of conscious 
strength. They now returned, such of them 
as lived to return — a mutilated, spirit-^brokeii, 
and disorganized body. Squads came flying 
before the enemy who yet lurked in their rear 
to goad and lash and torture the conquered 
victim. 

The savage foe exulting in recent victory 
ventured almost to the very gates of the fort, 
and closely watched for another opportunity 
to glut upon the blood of the soldiery, The 
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whols defence of the border was in the hands 
of a fair, and thej having nothing to look 
back upon but disaster and defeat* It was 
8carcel}rto be wondered at, that under . these 
circumstances the waj-worn soldier flew to 
hia bottle for forgetfUlnees, , and sought It 
other ▼icea means to dispel the gloom that 
hung oyer his hopes* Intemperance wd . de-* 
baucheiy crept insensibly upon the; officers 
as well as the pri? ates s and had our young 
Ensign possessed any inclination for liis cup 
or his lass, he Would inevitably have fallen a 
victim to one or both- before he had been 
aware that the fatiad clutch of the insidious 
monster was upon him» 

Public sentiment had not then pointed out 
intemperance as base and demoralising, nei- 
ther was it considered at all wrong for a gen- 
tleman to indulge occasionally in the greatest 
inebriation* If any attempted to frown dojrn 
the practice, be was silenced by. an invitation 
to " drink a single drop,'' and having tasted 
that single drop, the moralist was too often 
left ** perfectly happy" beneath the table as an 
example to all who should dare to disturb the 
rules of good-fellowship* 

The expense and privation of t^e army, and • 
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the exclusion from those refining ossoeiatioii* 
doilj encountered at the firetides and in the 
parlors of the civilized, in a measure urged 
the joung officers to frequent, and oftentimes, 
to alarming extents. The restraint of the 
fmr, the beautiful, the Tirtuoiis and the accom- 
plished was not upon them, and tfaej launched 
into excesses from which thej would have 
shrunk in the quiet of their peaceful homes* 

Our joung soldier had not entered upon his 
arduous profession with the mere intention of 
spending his time in drinking and idling. 
Far nobler were the sentiments he entertained 
of what should be the life of a soldier. Ha 
soon perceived that he was in a school where 
advancement'depended upon his own braveiy, 
and where he could not expect to gain the 
praise of his superiors except bj regulor habits 
and strict discipline. He saw the danger that 
beset him at a glance, and he had the good 
sense and solid resolution not to indulge in the 
rices of the garrison.. In this determination 
he was supported by the advice of Generals 
St. Claib and. Wilkinsoic. He resisted all 
temptatiDns thrown in his waj, and thus 
early laid the foundation of those habits ot 
strict soberness Whioh he has reCaiiied thraagh 
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Ilis long and useful life, and by which he has 
beoti eimyed to encounter ail ifmnner of 
iiardshipa, and yet to enjoy a strong and vigw 
ofoufl constitution. 

Soon after his arrival at ^Fort Washington 
it became necessary m dispatch a train of 
pack horses to Fort Hamilton, about thirty 
miles distant^ upon the great Miami. This 
train was under tlie charge of a body of sol- 
diers from the fort, and the whole was placed 
under the command of our boy soldier. This 
iras the first bharge confided to his care. 
Though the distance was short, the state of 
the country and the thousands of savages peo- 
pling the whole forest, rendered the enterprize 
extremely perilous; and constant exposure 
required uninterrupted watchfulness, and 
much more thought, attention and wisdom 
than can often he found in a lad not yet out 
of his teens. This service was performed 
with great credit to himself, and General Spr. 
Qlair openly acknowledged his pleasure at 
the success of his young officer, bestowing 
upon him the warmest praise and contmenda- 
tioti. He rapidly gained the entire confidence 
of his officers, and in 179^2, was promoted to 

the raok of lieutenant. 

D 
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)n Mav of the year last mentioned, General 
Watnc repaired to Pittsburgh, for the purpose 
of organizing his army. The manner in 
which he proceeded and the arduous duties 
he required of his officers and privates, we 
have already mentioned in a preceding chap- 
ter. Such however was the state of the army 
that he did not consider his men sufficiently 
disciplined for a march until the 27th of Nov., 
of the same year. 

Having every thing prepared, upon that day 
he began to move his army,* but when only 
twejty-two miles from Pittsburgh, and about 
seven miles above the mouth of Beaver river 
he stopped and encamped for the winter, on 
the Ohio. Here huts were erected for the 
whole force^ the soldiers going into the com- 
fortable buildings first, and the commander 
and his officers remaining in tents until all 
the privates were accommodated in snug 
quarters. This position was strongly fortified 
and received the name of Legionviile. With 
the enemy almost surrounding the place, the 
officers and men were obliged to be on the 
alert, and the most vigorous watchfulness was 
constantly observed. 

This act of Waykr has been generallj 
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passed over with too sli^rht a notice, but we 
must here endeavour to do justice to the sa- 
gacious warrior. This army, as we have al- 
ready stated, was formed mostly of new re- 
cruits. Many had deserted before they reached 
the fort. Inexperience and dreadful tales of 
the blood-thirsty savages they were to en- 
counter, had made many of them timorous. 
Wayne disciplined them well before he left 
Pittsburgh, but he was not yet confident of 
their bravery before an enemy. He wished to 
instil into their minds a dependence upon self. 
If he had remained locked up at Pittsburgh 
during the winter, it is hardly probable that 
any thing would have occurred to call forth 
their energies. He wisely resolved to occupy 
a more exposed position, where an occasional 
brush, in which he knew that he must always 
be successful, would inspire the soldiers with 
that confidence in themselves which he wished 
to establish, while it might serve to prove 
tJiat the Indians were neither immortal nor 
invincible. 

Wayne had received instructions from 
Washington to conciliate the friendly tribes, 
and so soon as the army was fairly established 
at Legionville the commander-in-chief de- 
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spatched an invitation to Cornplanter and 
New Arrow, wlio were the principal chiefs of 
the Six Nations, to mieet liini at the garrison, 
In March, 1793, the chiefs came in, bringing 
with them Big Tree and old Guasutha. It 
was on this occasion that Cornplanter gave 
the toast respecting the Ohio river, which 
we have already quoted. The friendly In- 
dians desired a fixed boundary between the 
whites and themselves, and such wish ap* 
peared neither unnatural nor unreasonable, 
so far as the tribes themselves were concerned. 
If these chiefs determined that the Ohio should 
be tfie Rubicon, what could be expected from 
those resolved upon a bloody war f 

A large territory north and west of that 
river, had been transferred to Government by 
treaties and honorable purchase ; Congress 
had guaranteed this property to the officers 
and soldiers of the revolution, and a large 
portion of it was already taken up by actual 
settlement. Tet the Indians were now in- 
structed by their British allies to demand the 
relinquishment and evacuation of all that 
beautiful country. The United States could 
not comply with the terms laid down by the 
chiefs, though the refusal produced an in« 



if 



OF WILLIAM HENR7 ttARRISOK. 41 

ffvitable and destructive war. The contest 
t^as not one for, which the Americans could 
be censured, but was rendered unavoidable 
hy the demands of the savages. It was ne- 
cessary on other grounds — to teach the I Vidian 
wisdom and to restrain his cruel propensities 
— to destroy forever the dangerous interference 
of a secret and insidious enemy in Europe, 
who, having been thoroughly scorched by 
his own imprudence, was now endeavoring to 
induce his rude and untutored ally to put his 
finger into the fire merely that there might be 
a proper sympathy between tlie two. 

In WaVne's despatches to government from 
Legionville, much more confidence was ex- 
pressed than had previously marked his com- 
munications from Pittsburgh. His severe dis- 
cipline had produced the desired effect, and he 
felt perfectly safe in his men. The govern- 
ment proposed the appointment of commis- 
sioners to treat with the Indians, to which the 
commander jocosely replied, that he desired 
to be present at the convention with twenty- 
five hundred of ills commissioners, ** with not 
a single Quaker among them.*' Adding that 
if such were the case, " I feel confident an 
hoaorabie peace would be the result.** 
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Havin«f prot^ured a suitable number of 
boat.s for ilie purpose, he broke up his garrison 
at Legioijville on the 30th of April, 1793, and 
conveyed his army down the river to Fort 
Washington, where Lieutenant Harrison 
j(»ined the legion. 



CHAPTER V. 



t>eace Commissioners appointed and the army detained at Polt 
Washington— Removal of the Army to Greenville — Attaclc on 
a convoy of provisions— Possession taken of Fort Recovery- 
Harrison volunteers his services— Receives the pubiic thankf 
of the Commander-in-chief-' A veteran's opinion of Harrison- 
Suicide of Big- Tree— Harrison inspects the troops— Acts of 
Great Britain— Occupation of Fort Massac — Preparations for 
an active campaign. 

The Indians having expressed ft desire for 
peace, the government appofnled General 
Lincoln, Colonel Pickering, and Beverly 
Randolph, to meet the chiefs at Sandusky 
Btill earnestly desiring to treat the savages with 
mercy, and determined to give them every op- 
portunity for an amicable adjustment of the 
prevailing difficnlties. In consequence of thift 
movement. General Waynb was detained Ht 
Fort Washington, 

Another reason for the delay was tlie difv 
ficulty in procuring rteinforeements rinI iup- 
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plieg, yet active [>reparations were continualljr 
being made for the approaching campaign. 
The General devoted the whole of his time to 
perfecting his troops in martial discipline, fullj 
aware that the pending hegociations would 
not terminate satisfactorily to the ^vernmeot. 
He made great exertions to procure an ample 
supply of provisions, and to call in the fid of 
one thousand mounted volunteers from Ken- 
tucky. He lefl no measure untried which 
could in any way benefit the (kfarrison, and 
thouufh he was obliored to attend to much of 
thc'detail of the business in person, jet true to 
his country, he persevered in bis exertions 
until, he found his army in a state of comfort 
and security. 

He remai^itl in his quarters until the 7th 
of October, when he commenced a march, and 
six days after took up a position on the south 
west branch of the Miami, six miles beyond 
Fort Jefferson, and eighty from Fort Wash 
ington. To this situation he gave the name 
of Greenville, and fortified it so as to render it 
perfectly secure and impregnable to any fbtt^e 
which could possibly be brought against him 
ia the wilderness. 

Oq the 17tb, an attack was made upon a 
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convoy of provisions, consisting of ninety men, 
under Lieutenant Lot^rt and Ensign Botd. 
The greater part of the escort fled on the first 
discharge, and these two officers, with thirteen 
others, non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates, bravely fell afler an obstinate resistance 
ugainst a superior force. 

Tte Kentucky mounted volunteers reached 
Greenville shortly afler this unfortunate oc- 
currence, but as their services were not likely 
to be required during the winter, they were di- 
rected to return. 

December 23d, a detnchment of artillery 
and infantry, under the command of Major 
fiurbeck, was despatched to take possession 
of the ground upon which St. Clair and his 
gallant army had been so terribly defeated on 
the 4th of November, two years bef(»re. Lieu- 
tenant Harrison, was not drafted for this ex* 
pedition, but longing for more active employ- 
ment, he volunteered for the service, and his 
•assistance was accepted by the commander. 

The battle field was soon in the hands of 
the soldiers, notwithstanding the inclemency 
of the season, and a fortification was immedi- 
ately erected, to which the name of Fort Re- 
covery was given. The bones of tlie murder* 
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isd soldiers wercw carefully colfeeted and inter- 
red with military honors. Tlie same pieced 
of artillery lost on the fatal 4th of November, 
1791, were recovered, and from their thander 
belching mouths, three times three discharges 
were fired over the remains of the western 
beroes. 

Upon the return of the troops a gmfetai 
order was issued, thanking the office^ attd 
men for their ^* soldierly and exeftiplary good 
conduct during their late arduous tour of duty, 
and the cheerfulness with which they but* 
mounted every difficulty.*' In the same order 
we find the following compliment to Lieutcn* 
ant Harrison. 

'^ The Commander-in-chief also reqfiesCs 
Major Mills, Captains De Butts' and But- 
ler, Lieutenant Harrision, and Dr. Scotti 
to accept his best thanks for their voluntary 
aid and services on this occasion." 

When Mr. Hakrison first entered the 8er-» 
vice, he was advised by his friends, and even 
by the new acquaintances he made at Fort 
Washington, to relinquish the idea of remain* 
ing where he would be constantly subject to 
the most fatiguing duties. The arguments 
«rged to induce him to retire were his extreme 
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youth, his early habits of study, his slight 
frame and delicate constitution. He had not 
the appearance of a warrior, or one who could 
embrace the rude life of n soldier of the wil- 
derness, without injury or ruin to his health. 
So well convinced were his associates uf the 
impossibility of his undergoing the hardnhipt 
of the service, that in a body they besought him 
to resign bis commission. 

'' I would as soon have thought of putting 
my wife in the service as this boy,** writes an 
old soldier of St. Clair, who was at the fort 
when Mr. Harrison first made his appear* 
ance in the army. '* But I have been out 
with him,** continues the veteran, *' and I find 
those smooth cheeks are on a wise head, and 
that slight frame is almost as tough as my own 
weather-beaten carcase.** 

Modest and retiring, when objections were 
made to his form, he would only reply, *' Try 
me.** He was tried* He was often tried, but 
never found wanting. His constitution har- 
dener d with his life, and he was soon able to 
encounter as much fatigue and privation as 
any roan in the fort, and the reader has al- 
ready perceived that the boy commanded the 
at ition of men, and his courage, prowess 
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and talents were publicly and grateful! j ae- 
knowledged by his commander. 

SbortJy after the occupation of Fort Re- 
ci^very, a message was received by the Com- 
mander-in-chief from the Indians, proposing 
a oegociation for the adjustment of all contro- 
versies; and although Wayne was satisfied 
that the overture was only made with the in- 
tention of gaining time, yet, aware of the Presi- 
dent's desire to avoid the destruction of life, he 
.felt himself obliged to acquiesein the measure 
and to open a treaty. He only required of 
the Indians the return of all American cap- 
tives, and gave them thirty days to comply with 
this demand, and to forward their proposals. 

The flag was returned with this pacific mes- 
sage, and the distinguished warrior, Bio Tree, 
of the Senecas, already mentioned, imme- 
diately committed suicide. He was friendly 
to our cause, and had been the intimate friend 
of General Butler, to whose manes he had 
sworn to sacrifice three victims. He could 
not endure the idea of a peace which would 
prevent him from performing his vow, and 
therefore, put a period to an existence no 
longer of any value to himself, 
i This act created much surprise in the gar* 
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rison, though it was not withont its good effect. 
The soldiers well knew the cause of the me- 
lancholj deed, and k roused them to imitate 
the example of the uncultivated savage in his 
devoted friendship, though they did not aban- 
don themselves to such useless despair. They 
resolved to avenge upon tlie first opportunity, 
the merciless slaughter of the heroes who fell 
at St. Clair's defeat two years previous* 
This glance of the subject suggested itself im- 
mediately to the mind of Lieutenant Hab^« 
SON, and he made frequent reference to the 
friendship of Bio Tree, for the purpose of in- 
spiring the men with similar feelings. 

His repeated appeals, and the strong light 
in which he placed the character of the Indian 
«hief, soon wrought a complete change in the 
garrison, and made the soldiers eager for a 
battle, that a bloody sacrifice might be offered 
to the 8hade8 of their murdered brethren. 

Great Britain still manifested a hostile spirit 
against our country. She seized upon every 
opportunity to chastise her once rebellious 
colonies. Her fleet broke in npon our com* 
meroe and impressed our men. A speech of 
Lord Dorchester, calculated to influenee and 
enODurage tbe Indians, was freely cireulatiA 
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among the tribes. She refused to evacuate the 
posts occupied by her array in the north-west, 
and even erected a fort at the rapids of the 
Miami. 

To increase the troubles, combinations 
were forming in Kentucky to invade Louisi- 
ana, and the governor of the latter had ad- 
vanced within our territory, and thrown up a 
fortification at the Chickasaw Bluffs. The 
tildians again refused to treat, and Watnk 
found it necessary to open a correspondence 
with the Governor of Kentucky, and to garri* 
son Fort Massac, on the Ohio, sixty miles 
above its confluence with the Mississippi. 

Active preparations were now recommenced, 
and the Commander-in-chief waited only the 
arrival of the mounted volunteers from Ken- 
tucky, to begin his march towafd the enemy. 
The soldiers had acquired confidence in them- 
selves, and their general knew he had no 
longer any thing to apprehend from a decided 
action. He expected that English soldiers led 
by their proper officers, would join the Indian 
forces in caide of an engagement, but his own 
men were so well drilled and disciplined, that 
Ais thought produced no lear as to the resnll. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

f«uilt upon Port Recovery — The enemy repulsed — Erection 
«t Fort Defiance—- Wayne's overtures to tbe Indians rejected 
•Little Twtle's opinion of Gen Wayne~- Wayne's account 
uf the battle of the 30th of August, 1794 — His praise of Har- 
/ison~~The exposure of the aid-Kle-cainp. 

An escort of riflemen and dragoons, under 
the command of Major M'Mahan, was at* 
tacked under the guns of Fort Recovery, and 
a general assault made upon that post, June 
30th, 1794. A large force of Britisli officers 
and soldiers were mingled with the Indians 
in this engagement, aiding and directing 
the movements of the whole. The on- 
set was repeatedly renewed, and the as- 
sailants were as often driven buck in disorder 
and confusion. The foe numbered about 
fifteen hundred men, and his loss is said to 
have been very great. The fight was obsti- 
nate, but the enemy was eventually com- 
pletely routed, and victory perched upon the 
star-splangled banner. 

In July, General Scott again joined the 
army, with his daring mounted volunteers 
bom Kentucky, aod on the 8th of August, 
General Watnb advanced about 70 miles be* 
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yond Greenville, and occupied a position at 
Grand Glaize, iii the very midst of tlie hostile 
tribes. This raovetnent was executed with 
the most consummiite tAct and the greatest 
rapidity ; and liad not a soldier deserted and 
informed the English, the surprise and defeat 
of the enemy must have immediately fol- 
lowed. 

In writing to the Secretary of War, Wayne 
expresses himself as having *' gained posses- 
•ion of the grand emporium of the hostile In- 
dians in the west, without ]oss of blood.'* 
The country was one of great beauty, and ex- 
hibited marks of high and extensive culti- 
vation. 

Having erected a fortress at the confluence 
of the Miami of the Lakes and the Au Glaize, 
which h called Fort Defiance, and being 
fully prepared for action at any moment, he 
resolved to give the Indians still another 
opportunity to abandon their hostilities. In 
mentioning this last effort for a conciliation, he 
expressed his expectation that the tribes would 
listen to his despatch* ** But should war be 
their choice," said the gallant warrior, ** that 
blood be upon - their own' heads. America 
shall no longer be insulted with impunity. 
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To an all powerful and just God, I therefore 
Commit myself and my gallant army." 

The proposals were rejected, although 
Little Turtle, who had planned and led 
the attack at the defeat of St. Clair, urged 
bis Indians to embrace the terms. In his ap- 
peal to them, he used tlie following language, 
in speaking of General Wayne : 

•* We have beaten the enemy twice under 
separate commanders. We cannot expect the 
same good fortune to attend us always. The 
Americans are now led by a chief who never 
sleeps: — the night and the day are alike to 
him, and during all the time he has been 
marching upon our villages, notwithstanding 
the watchfulness of our young men, we have 
never JM^en able to surprize him. Think weU 
of it. There is something whispers me it 
would be prudent to lif^^i) to his offers of 
peace." 

The day ctfter this speech was delivered, a 
epiendid engagement took place, which re- 
Milted in the complete overthrow of the enemy. 
As this battle was of the greatest importance, 
we give the official account transmitted to the 
Secretary of War by- the . commander-in- 
chief. 
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Head Quarters, ) 
Chand Glaize, 98th AuguH, 1794. ) 

** Sm : — It is with infinite pleasure that t 
DOW announce to you the brilliant success of 
the ftideral army under my comuoand, in a 
general action with the combined force of the 
hostile Indiana, and a considerable number 
of the volunteers and militia of Detroit, on 
the 20th instant, on the banks of the Miami 
in the vicinity of the British post and garrisoni 
at the foot of the rapids. 

" The army advanced from this place on 
the 15th instant, and arrived at Roche de Bout 
on the 18th ; the l^h we were employed in 
making a temporary post for the reception of 
our stores and baggage, and in reconnoiter- 
iug the position of the enemy, who were en* 
camped behind a thick bushy wood, and the 
British fort. 

*' At 8 o'clock on the 20th, the airmy again 
advanced in columns, agreeably to the stand- 
ing order of march ; the legion on the right 
flank, covered by the Miami,— one brigade of 
mounted volunteers on the left, under Brigadier 
General Todo, and the other in the rear, un- 
der Brigadier General Barbee: — a select 
battalion of mounted volunteers moved ia 
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front of the legion, commanded by Major 
Price, who ^as directed to keep sufficiently 
advanced— rso as to give tin^Iy notice for the 
troops to form, in case of action — it being 
yet undetermined whetber the lodians would 
decide for peace or war. After advancing 
about five miles, Major Price^s corps received 
tto severe a fire from the enemy, who were se- 
creted in the woods and high grass, as to com- 
pel them to retreat. 

" The legion was immediately formed in 
two lines, principally in a close, thick wood, 
which extended for miles on our left ; and for a 
very considerable distance in front, the ground 
being covered with old fallen timber, probably 
occasioned by a tornado, which rendered it 
impracticable for cavalry to act with effect, 
and nflforded the enemy the most favorablt 
covert for their savage mode of warfare, they 
were formed in three lines within supportiDg 
distance of each other, and extending nearl/ 
two miles, at right angles with the river. 

" I soon discovered from the weight of the 
£re, and the extent of their lines, that the 
enemy were in full force in front, in posset- 
flion of their favorite ground, and endeavoring 
to turn our left flank. I therefore gave orders 
for the second line to advance,, to sunnort thi» 
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£r8t» and directed Major General Scott ta 
gain and turn the right flank of the savages, 
Vfith the whole of the mounted rolunteers, by 
a circuitMjs route ; at the same time I or- 
dered the frmit line to adrnnce with trailed 
firms nnd rouse tiie Iii4ian8 from their coverts 
at the point of the h^j japi ife t ; and when up, to 
deliver a close nnd |iiP€if'idirected 6re on their 
backff, followed by a brisk charge, so as not to 
give them time to load again. I also ordered 
Captain Miss. Campbell, who commanded 
the legionary cavalry, to turn the left flunk 
of the cniemy next the river, which af- 
forded a favorable field for that corps to act 
in. All thet^e orders were obeyed with spirit 
and promptitude ; but such was the impetU'^ 
osity of the charge of the first line of in- 
&ntry, that the Indians and Canadian militia 
and yoltNiteers were driven from all their co- 
iytiitt in so short a time, that although every 
exertion was used by the officers of the second 
line of tlie legion, and by Generals Scott, 
Todd and Barbee, of the mounted volun- 
teers, to gain tl>eir proper positions ; yet but ^ 
part of each could get up in season to par- 
ticipate in the action ; the enemy being driven, 
in the course of one hour, more than two 
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miles, through tiie thick woods already men>- 
tioned, by I^ss than one half their numbers. 

^' From every account, the enemy amounted 
to two thousand combatants ; the troops ac- 
tually engaged against them wew short of nine 
hundred. This horde of savages, with their 
allies abandoned themselves to flight, and di8>- 
persed with terror and dismay, leaving our 
victorious army in full and quiet possession of 
the field of battle, which terminated under the 
influence of the guns of the British garrison, 
as you will observe hy the inclosed correspon- 
dence between Major Campbell, the cora-^ 
mandant, and myself, upon the occasion, v 

** The bravery and conduct of every officer 
belonging to the army, from the generals down 
to the ensigns, merit my highest approbation. 
There were, howeveF,ifBonie whose rank and 
situation placed their conduct in a very con* 
spicuous point of view, and which I observed 
with pleasure and tbe most lively gratitude : 
among whom I beg leave to mention Brigadier 
General Wilkinson, and Colonel Hamtrangk, 
the commandants of the right and left wings of 
the legion, whose brave example inspired the 
troops ; and to these I must add the names of 
my faithful and gallant aids-de-cam p. Cap* 
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Cmiis De Butts and T. Lsins, nnd Lieu- 
ttfni^nt Harrison, who, with the adjutant gen- 
eral, Major Mills, rendered the most essen- 
tial services hy communicating my orders in 
every direction, and by their conduct and 
bravery exciting the troops to press for victory. 
Lieutenant Covington, upon whom the com*> 
mand of the cavalry now devolved, cut down 
two savages with his own hand, and Lieu- 
tenant Webb one, in turning the enemy's left 
flank. 

*^ The wounds received by Captains Slouoh 
and Prior, ar\d Lieutenants Campbell, 
Smith (an extra aid-de-camp to General 
Wilkinson) of the legionary infantry, and 
Captain Van Rensellaer, of tl>e dragoons, 
and Captain Rawlins, Lieutenant M'Kennet, - 
and Ensign Duncan, of the mounted volun- 
teers, bear an honorable testimony to their 
bravery and conduct. 

" Captains H. ' Lewis nnd Brock, with 
their companies of light infantry, had to sus- 
tain an unequal fire for sometime, which they 
supported with fortitude* In fact, every of^ 
fioer and soldier who hud an opportutiity to 
eom^^nto acti(m, displayed tliat true bravery 
which will alwavH insure success. 
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** And liere permit me to declare, that I 
never discovered more true spirit and anxiety 
vor action, than appeared to pervade the whole 
of the mounted volunteers ; and I am well 
persuaded that ' had the enemy maintained 
their favorite ground but for one half hour 
longer, they would have most severely felt the 
prowess of that corps. 

" But whilst I pay this just tribute to the liv- 
ing I must not forget the gallant dead ; among 
whom we have to lament the early death of 
those worthy and brave officers, Captain 
Miss. Campbell of the dragoons, and Lieu- 
tenant TowLEs of the light infantry of the 
legion, who fell in the first charge. 

" Inclosed is a particular return of tho 
Killed and wounded — the loss of the enemy 
was more than double that of the federal 
army. The woods were strewed for a con- 
siderable distance with the dead bodies of the 
Indians, and their white, au)[iliaries ; the lat- 
ler armed with British muskets and bayonets. 

•* We remained three days and nights on 

^^e hanks of the Miami, in front of the field 

of Dattle, during which all the houses and 

fornfields were consumed and destroyed for 

a considerable distance, both above and below 
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Fort Miami, as well as within pistol-shot q( 
tliat garrison, who were compelled to remain 
tacit spectators of til is general devastation and 
conflagration — among which were the bouses, 
stores and property of Colonel M*Kee, the 
British Indian Agent, and principal stimulator 
of the war now existing between the United 
States and the savages. 

" The army returned to this place on the 
27th by easy marches, laying waste the vil- 
lages and cornfields for about fifty miles on 
each side of the Miami ; there remain yet a 
number of villages, and a great quaotity of 
corn to be consumed or destroyed, upon Au 
Glaize and -the Miami, which will be effected 
in the course of a few days. In the interim 
we shall improve Fort Defiance, and as soon 
as the escort returns with the necessary sup- 
pUes from Greenville and Fort Recovery, the 
army will proceed to the Miami villages, in 
prder to accomplish the object of the cam- 
^»uign. 

** It i's however, not improbable that the 
enemy may make one more desperate effort 
against the army ; as it is said that a reinforce- 
ment was hourly expected at Fort Miami, from 
Nia^'xa, as well as numerous tribes of Indians, 
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livinof on the margins and lake?. This ig a 
lousiness rather to he wished ft>r than dreaded, 
as long ns the army remains in force. Their 
nambers wiH onlj tend to confuse the savages, 
and the victory will be more complete and 
decisive*— and which may eventtiully insordm 
permanent and happy peace. 

** Under these impressions, I have the honor 
to be, 

•* Your most obedient, 

" And verv humble servant, 

*' Akmthony Waynb. 

•* The Hon. Major-GenernI Knox, > 
Secretary of Tf^ar." J 

'I . . 

It will be seen by thiscommunical|«pit of ttM 
Commander-in-chief, that the service 1^ Miieii 
Mr. Harrison had engaged \va.«i no child** 
play. Men were expected to do their duty, 
and they were thrihwn forward by their heroic 
general where they were compelled to rely 
upon. their own prowess and bravery. The 
open fire and rapid charge were new and dan- 
gerous movements, originating with MjcD 
Amthont, and he fully proved in this cam* 
paign that ki$ was the true system of battling 
with the Indians. While the savage waa pcr« 
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' mitted to stand quietly behind his tree, and 
Joad and fire in safety, every ball carried death ; 
but when an impetuous assault drove him from 
his shelter, and destroyed the power of using 
the rifle on which he depended altpgether, or 
nearly so, he lost all hope and abandoned 
himself to a flight, oftentimes as dangerous at 
pnecipitate. 

In the engagement recorded, Lieutenant 
Harrison acted as aid, in which employment 
be was constantly exposed, being despatched 
with orders to aldibst every quarter of the field, 
and frequently compelled to ride into th^ 
thickest of the battle, and before the incessant 
discharge of the enemy, to make his commu- 
tiicatibnlB to the officers, 

IPhe Campaign of Wayne was an admirable 
school for n young and daring soldier, and 
through his whole life, fiHtf brave lieutetiant 
^ave continual evidence that he had profited 
by the lessons he there received. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Conduct of Major Campbell — Survey of Fort Miami — Observation 
and conduct of Buckongahelas — He and the Ti&rtle renounce 
the English — Negotiations opened— Treaty conclad'^d-'Effect 
produced in England by Wayne's victory — ^EmigratlaMtaewn 
ed— Mr. Harrison, promoted to a Captaincy, and pUneillVk com- 
mand of Fort Washington— French intrigues— Powencoiiftrrcid 
upon Captain Harrison— His marriage. * 

Immediately after the actioD recorded in 
the preceding chapter, the Commander-in- 
chief received a communication from Major 
Campbell, the British commandant of the 
Fort Miami, requestiag to be informed, whether 
he was to consijlj^^the American army as 
enemies, beiD|LJgi|0|tfit of anj war existing 
between the Kifeig, hbipaster, and the United 
States. The cori'^^^dence which ensued, 
and which the reader will find in the appendix 
to this volume, determined General Wayne to 
examine Fort Miami thoroughlj, and if neces- 
sary, take it. He had authority for such a 
course in case the fort at all obstructed his 
operations, and his army was just in the right 
spirit for the enterprize. Flushed with the 
recent glorious victory, his men would have 
marched^directly to the mouths of the Britibh 
cannon, had he but given the word. He had 
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the sagacity to perceive that such an enterprize 
might again involve the States with Great 
Britain, and therefore concluded to take no 
notice of it unless he found the measure ab- 
solutely necessary for the success of bis cam 
paign. 

The work was thoroughly examined. The 
general himself, accompanied by a troop of 
dragoons, approached within one hundred 
yards of the fort, where he halted a few mo- 
ments to survey the spot. Accompanied by 
his aids, De Butts and Harrison, he pre- 
sently moved slowly pn toward the fortress* 
When within sixty yardsipf dne oCthe bastions, 
the English 'guniiei% #eie flieeli leaning aver 
the cannon, with li^SXtd Idrches in their 
hands. One piece wast fafoiight to a recover, 
ready to fire. Harrison drew the attention 
of the genera] to the circumstance, remarking 
that he would be shot immediately. The 
general cooly replied, that the sentinel dare 
not fire. 

The next moment Wilkinson came up 
with his staff, at a hand gallop, and an officer 
was seen in the bastion, endeavoripg to pre- 
vent the soldiers from firing. Wayne checked 
his horse, and slowjy retired, followed by his 
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friendsi. Letter, No. III., in the appendix re- 
fers to this. 

The spirit of the Indians was much subdued 
by the battle, and they began to examine into 
the conduct #f the British with the closest 
scrutiny. 

Dawson states that there were two eorapa- 
Dies of British militia from Detroit, in the en- 
gagement, and yet the ^ates of Fort Miami 
were shut against the retreating Indians. The 
great war chief Buckongahelas was the first 
to observe this, and he immediately determined 
to abandon the £nglish. He placed his tribes 
in canoes and proceeded up the river/ ' Being 
requested so to do, he landed when near the 
British fort, and demanded of the officer, 
" what have you to say to me V being told 
that the commanding officer wished to speak 
with him, lie replied, *Uhen he may come 
here.** **• He will not do that, and you will 
not be permitted to pass qnless you attend 
him," was the reply. '* What shall prevent 
me ?" demanded the daring savage. ** These 
guns," was the reply, pointing to the English 
cannon. The answer of the chief was nn 
severe as true, " I fear not your cannon,*^ 
said be, *^ after suffi^ring, the Americans to 
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defile your spring without daring to fire t 
them) jou cannot expect to frighten Bucko. 
«AHELAS," and speaking to his men in h 
own language, he ordered the canoes to b 
pushed off, and passed the fort unmolest^ 
From that hour he refused to have any coin- 
inunication with the British, and on his death 
bed in 1804, advised his tribe to rely upon this 
friendship of the Ignited States^ 

The Turtle als<^ renounced the English 
and became the advocate of peace with the 
United States; not from fear for he was u 
stranger to the feeling, but in consequence of 
the conduct of the British toward their de- 
feated allies. As we shall have occasion 
hereafter to speak more at large upon the 
character of this warrior, we leave his defence 
for the present* 

January 1st, 1795, the Indians opened a 
negociation for peace, agreeing to surrender 
all captives— -to ratify ail former treaties, and 
to comply with such general terms as should 
be imposed by General Wayne. They also 
gave hostages tor the faithful performance of 
their obligations. 

Shortly after, a treaty was finally concluded 
at Greenville, by which the Indians relin- 
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qui;$lied an immense territory to defray the 
(expenses of the war and abandoned certoiA 
parts important to the United States. The 
uewa of Wayne's victory reaching England 
in Nov., 1794, enabled Mr. Jay to conclude 
most advantageously for our government, the 
negociation which had been long pending be- 
twesen him and Lord Gbenvillq. One im- 
portant stipulation in Jay*s treaty, was the 
surrender to the United Sta^tes of all the forts 
beld land occupied by the British, in the 
north-west, within the jurisdiction of oUr gov- 
ernmcttt. Ti>e settlers had now uliinterupted 
possessioo of the disputed territory^ and emi- 
gration rapidly progressed. 

Upon the dose of the campaign, Ma. Har-- 
RfsoN was promoted to a captaincy, though 
still retaining his rank as aid-de-camp to 
General Wayne, and placed in command of 
Port Washington, under circumstances which 
proved the confidence of the comraander-in- 
•obief, and the exalted opinion entertained by 
tliat officer for the integrity, intrepidity and 
discretion of his young pupiL TTie American 
troops, arms, ammunition and provisions, 
intended for the forts evttcuated by the 
ttritisb, were to be sent to Captain HABRisoir, 
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an4 hy lilin forwarded to their r^spectiire itAf 
tipn^. 

Tha French intrigues in Kentucky wer« 
still going' forward for an invasion of Lpuiai* 
anai and many wealthy and intelligent per- 
sons had already connected themselves witl^ 
the proposed expedition. The object repre . 
sented to the Americans, and which they ear- 
nestly desired was the uninterrupted right to 
navigate the Mississippi, which the Spanish 
government at that time denied. General 
Wayne still kept up the correspondence with 
the governor of Kentucky, to which allusioa 
has already been made, and Captain Uarri- 
jptON was instructed to keep the genjcral advised 
of all movements toward the south, and to 
prevent the passage of the boats of the French 
agents over the river, laden with military 
stores. Discretionary powers of almost un- 
limited extent were also given to the young 
officer, to be used as circumstances might re- 
quire. *' It is no slight evidence," says Hall 
in his memoir of Harrison, **of the prudence, 
ability and intelligence of Harrison, that at 
an early age, and with the rank only of Cap- 
tain, he was selected by the discriminating 
Wayne to discharge duties 190 important, and 
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to exercise a responsibility so delicate, tt id 
enough to say, that in this, as well as on vari» 
ous subsequent trusts reposed in him through* 
out a long career, he honorably vindicated^ 
by his fidelity and zeal, the choice of the ap- 
pointing power*" 

At this time he was just turned of twenty- 
two years of age, and the talent, fortitude and 
wisdom of his youth increased with his years 
and marked every act of his eventful and glo- 
rious career. He remained at Fort Wash- 
ington discharging his arduous and compli- 
cated duties with boldness, punctuality and 
uncommon intelligence ; and while there mar- 
ried the daughter of Jobn Cleves Symmes; 
the founder of the Miami settlements. '* She 
has been," says Hall, "the faithful com* 
panion of this distinguished patriot, during 
the various perils and vicissitudes of hid 
eventful life, and still lives to witness the ma* 
tority of his fame, and the honors paid him by 
a grateful country*" 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Captain Harrison leaves the army, and is appointed Sacretary 
of the North-western Territory — Condition of the country- 
Manner of selling public lands— Mr^^ Harrison chosen delegate 
to Congress — He is appointed chairman of a committee to in- 
vestigate the land laws — Reports a bill — The bill passed— The 
Tenitory divided, and Mr. Harrison appointed Govemor of 
the new Territory of Indiana. 

On the death of General Wayne, which qo- 
eurred in 1797, Captain Harrison left the 
armj, and received iiis first civil appointinenly 
as Secretary of the North-western Territory, 
and eX'Oficio, Lieutenant Governor. We hov^ 
gone with him through his early military ca- 
reer, and have seen him even at the age of 
eighteen, manfully battling with the eueipie? 
of his country, and exposing his life constantly 
and (or years after in defence of the border 
settlements. We have now to view him in 41 
new light — he has in a measure doffed ' the 
sword and plume, and brought his mighty in- 
tellect to the civil service of bis fellow* 
citizens. 

The early settlers of the western wild^rpe^^ 
find trials, hardships and pi^vations to^tpdure 
almost incredible to u^0f thf^ present day, and 
the beautiful garden spots now blooming in 
all the luxury of cultivation, give no idea of 



70 Llli-E AND TlMlfiS 

the thorn and the oak, the bed of ecrrth and 
the covering of clouds which were at that time 
the hourly companions of the hardy pioneers. 
The forest was their home; and the panther 
and the wolf, howled the night through, 
around their rude log tenements. Their food 
was the game of the woods, which they pro* 
cured by their rifles, and the only luxury 
they enjoyed may be said to have been th« 
sleep of the weary. Beside these they still 
had to encounter the savages, and frequent 
murders were committed, of the most out* 
rageous character and in cool blood. 

All shared aiike the privations and labor^ 
and all lived alike in the rough log cabins. 
With Mad Anthobty, one of the bravest and 
most daring soldiers, Mr. Harrison had 
learned the art of war. Among the hardiest 
set of men — men ready to buffet wind, wea- 
ther and the beasts of the forest — in a wild, 
uncpltivRted district, open to constant and 
sudden dangers, he commenced the study of 
civil improvement. He may truly be said, to 
have begun with the great west, and to have 
grown with it. IJe gathered instruction from 
his association with the farmers, soldiers and 
pioneers — listened to their wants, and did all 
in his power to serve and benefit them. 
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At that time the public hinds were disposed 
of by the ^overninent, in tracts of four thou- 
nnd acres, and an individual could pot pur- 
hui^e less. The effect of this erroneous 8j0^ 
^'tu i(-as, in a measure to exclude actual set* 
llei A'hiie men of fortune could taka up 
^irg\ tracts and enter upon splendid apeeulof 
fif Ais by retailing their property in small farms. 
Thij men who generally settle a new country 
Are extremely poor. They go forward with 
tho rifle and axe, and clear their lands and 
pnwide food for their families. They are un- 
able to buy large estates, or \irere tbey pos- 
sessed of sufficient means of doing so, they 
do not want more than they can readily 
till. 

The governmental arrangement we have 
alluded to, greatly retarded the growth of the 
western country, and to protect settlers from 
the enormous exactions of the rich speculator, 
it became necessary to have new laws for the 
sale of lands, by which small farms could be 
purchased immediately from government at 
the stated prices. 

The year following, the North-eastern Ter- 
ritory entered upon the second grade of ter 
ritorial government, and was entitled to repr 
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mentation by a delegate in Congress. Mr. 
Harrison had been the first to point out to 
tlie people the embarrassment produced by 
the^^d law* and thej now chose him as 
their $At delegate. 

Bfa 'toociates in Congress were men of 
<d^1U^'<>rder of intellect, and he here again 
'pi'oBted by words of instruction from the lips 
bf the wise. Bayard, Gallatin and Mar- 
SRM.tf were;, men from whom the erudite could 
still gather knowledge, and the youthful dele- 
gate and intrepid soldier, ever ready to learn, 
iSftisiied with eagerness to their profound sug^ 
gestibtis. 

He soon offered a resolution for the ap- 
pointment of a committee to investigate and 
report upon the existing manner of disposin^^ 
of public lands. Of this committee, he was 
Selected chairman, and " it is believed," says 
Hall, *' this is the only instance in which 
that distinction hns been conferred upon ia 
territorial delegate." He shortly after, re- 
ported upon his resolution and also presented 
a bill, the main clause of which reduced the 
size of tracts from four thousand ticres to al- 
ternate half and quarter secttons ; or» al* 
ternate tracts of dMs htwdred •and tweatgr 
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and one hundred and sixty acreit. Thk was 
for the express purpose of placing puroh^sas 
within the immediate reach of the farmer and 
the actual settler. 

The report accompanyiifg the bill,gav9 a 
clear and distinct view of the true positida'^cif 
the population of his territory, and ihe gfCMt 
disadvantages under which the people labored* 
It gained for the new delegate a reputation 
unprecedented for so young a man^ and upon ' 
his first appearanoe in the political arcAa. 

When the hill came up for diseussioa^ it 
was violently attacked by Mr. Lee of Vir- 
ginia, and Mr. Cooper, of New York | livrt 
the mover alone defended his project, and dis- 
closed a perfect knowledge of his subject. 
He examined the old system — pointed out its 
injurious effects — showed that the rich man 
was benefited by it, and that the poor must 
and did sufifer. He stood before his country, 
upon the floor of the House of Representa- 
tives, the champion of the people — to defend 
them against the unwarrantable speculations 
of the wealthy, and to secure to them equal 
advantages with their rich neighbors. His 
eloquent argument had the desired effect, and 
the bill pas» -Jthe House triumphantly. 

Q 
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The Senate h&$t9iftr^ refused to pass the 
bill| and committees of conference were a{>- 
pointed — Mr. GalIatin and Mr. Harrison 
on the part of the House, and Mr. Ross and 
Mr. Brown on the part of the Senate* So 
great was the opposition now, that Mr. Har- 
rison was compelled to submit to a com- 
promise, bj which the public lands were 
thereafter to be sold in alternate whole and 
half sections, or tracts of six hundred and 
fortj and six hundred and twenty acres. 

In producing the report, Mr. Gallatin 
greatly assisted the western delegate, and as 
soon as the object was accomplished, Miu 
Harrison gave his friend due credit for his 
valuable assistance. He Wished to do so at 
once, but was prevented by the earnest re- 
quest of Mr. Gallatin himself. 

The bill became an act, and the people of 
the west have been, we may say, made by it. 
It is stated on good authority, that had the 
passage of the bill been delayed one yeari a 
large portion of Ohio would have been sold 
off in four thousand aere tracts to capitaHsts, 
to the exclusion of the hardy settlers who have 
since placed that whole state in her present 
bright and happy condition. 
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Mr. Harrison nelttv^^erecl a resolution 
changing the manner p( treating military 
I and- warranted A committee was appointed, 
and a proper hiW introduced which became a 
law. 

Thus early in life we find Mr. Harrison 
contending manfiilly for the rights of the peo- 
ple and practising upon the noble principles 
laid down by his distinguished father: nor has 
the son erer. for a single moment, lost 
sight of or neglected to follow the patriotic 
precepts and example of his honored parent. 
The success of the delegate was manifest 
throughout the whole north-western country^ 
and may now be witnessed in the prosperity 
of millions of intelligent freemen* The part 
he took gained him great popularity^ and the 
settlers at once forwarded an immense niim« 
ber of petitions, requesting the President to 
appoint Mr. Haiirison governor of the North- 
western Territory. He himself opposed the 
object of these petitions, being unwilling to 
permit his name to come in competition with 
that of his esteemed and venerable friend, 
St. Clair. 

About this time however, that which now is 
the State of Ohio, was created a territory bjr 
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itself, and the remainder of the North-western 
Territory received the name of Indiana, being 
erected into a separate government. Having 
served but one year in Congress, Mr Har- 
rison was, at th« almost universal request? of 
the inhabitants, appointed by the President, 
governor of the Territory of Indiana. 

Mr. Harrison early identified himself witli 
the republican party ; — ^has been, at all times, 
the champion of the people, and a zealpus 
advocate for the diffusion of the pure ptin- 
ciples of democracy. His constant and in* 
defatigable exertions for the people of the 
west, procured for him that title which has 
been conferred by genered consent— -the 
Father oft^e North- Western Territory* 



t ■ 



CHAPTER IX* 

fittaation of the Copntry—Stationfl ^nyn| of a settler*! 
family— British interference— The GoVeioai's powers and du- 
ties—The Territory enters upon the sec6nd grade of govern* 
ment — Tlie Governor recovers damages against a slanderer-— 
His conduct upon the sale of the libeller's property — He de- 
clines fees for Indiana licenses— His pay as Indiana . Commis- 
sioner— His popularity— Manner of doing public business. 

At the time Mr. Harrison received the ap- 
pointment of Governor of the Territory of 
Indiana, that country ivas under the first form 
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of territorial government, and almost un- 
limited power was vested in the Executive. 
It was a vast domain including the whole ter- 
ritory of the United States beyond the Missis- 
isippi and Ohio, except that which is now the 
State of Ohio; and from 1803 to 1805, the 
whole of upper Louisiana was also embraced 
under the jurisdiction of Governor Harrison. 

The people had no voice whatever in their 
own affairs. New institutions were to be 
formed, and all power was delegated to the 
territorial governor. The population was 
small, and widely scattered. There were but 
three settlements of any size in the whole ter- 
ritory — one at the falls of the Ohio, opposite 
Louisville, another at Vincennes, five hun- 
dred miles distant, and the third, the French 
towns on the Mississippi, extending fiom 
Kaskaskla to 'Cahokia, and two hundred 
miles from Vihcennes. 

The intermediate country was the scene of 
constant difficulties between the Indians and 
the hunters. Robberies and barbarous mur- 
ders were almost daily occurrences, and very 
little security was enjoyed until the close of 
the war of 1812. In different quarters at- 
tacks were frequently made simultaneously, 
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and the most revolting barbarities practised* 
The only roads between the settlements were 
paths beaten by the Indians, and the only rest- 
ing places were log houses, surrounded by 
palisades, and called stations. We have one 
account of a man who was travelling west 
with his wife, two sobs and a daughter. Hav- 
ing been detained by an accident, he was un- 
able to reach the station, and posting one of 
his sons as a guard, he encamped for the 
night. About midnight, the crack of a rifle 
roused the father, and seizing his gun, he was 
about to rush to the aid of his child, when a 
glimmering tomahawk flashed through the 
dim light, and buried itself in his body. The 
Indians had shot the sentry, and now butch* 
ered the whole family except the daughter^ 
who was a beautiful giri about sixteen years 
of age. She was retaiitedi and forced to be- 
come the wife of one of the ladian mur- 
derers. Two years after she effected her es- 
cape, and told the story of the massacre^ 
This is but one case out of hundreds. 

The seat of government was at Vincennes% 
on the Wabash ; a town inhabited principally 
by French people. The British traders car- 
ried on an extensive and profitable busintfii 
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with the Indians, and jealous of the increas* 
ing popitilation of the new country/ pains were 
taken to prejudice tiie minds of the saviages 
against our government. The traders were 
stimulated to this proceeding by their home 
government, for England could not even yet 
reconcile the idea of the United StatlMl remain* 
ing a free country, and 'preparatory to another 
war, was anxious to enlist the savage tribes in 
her favor. 

The Governor had all these evils to contend 
against, and oil him chiefly devolved the adop* 
tion of such laws of the original states as 
were deemed necessary He also appointed 
all magistrates and other civil officers, and 

all militia officers below the grade of generaL 

• 

It remained with him fdfK> tq divide the coun*-' 
try into counties and townships. He conld 
pardon. He was the agent and representa- 
tive of the general government, and could 
confirm grants of land to a numerous class of 
individuals, having certain claims specified 
in the law. The application was made di* 
rectly to the Governor, and his signature was 
alone sufficient to confirm a title unquestion- 
able before any legal tribunal. Although this 
power was so susceptible of abuse ; such was 
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the prudence of Governor Harrison, and 
such his scrupulous attention to the interests 
of the public, and delicate regard for liis lie- 
nor, that his duty was discharged witii«rikt n 
single suspicion of his integrity. "''■ ■ 

Mr. Jefferson appointed GoFernov RftB- ' 
RisoN, sole commissioner for treating with the 
Indians. Here his time was wholly oocirpied 
and he had the disbursement of large sums of 
money, appropriated by Congress for annui- 
ties to the tribes and for purchasing lands; 
He conducted this trust with great discreet- 
ness, and acquired an uncommon influence 
over the Indians. His administration is de- 
clared to have been nearly a succession of 
treaties,* by one of which he secured to the 
United States fifty one millions of acres of . 
the richest country in the west, and the most 
valuable mineral region in the Union. 

The Territory entered upon the second 
grade of government in 1805, and by this the 
people were allowed a legislature. They 
elected members to the lower house, and this 
branch nominated ten persons, out of whom 
Congress chose five, who constituted the less 
numerous branch. 

* Hall. riKr 
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Although this change deprived the governor 
of miich power and patronage, yet be ear- 

> ^Oesflj advocated the aheration, and felt greatly 
n^Ji^ed when, the new legislature assumed 
llfiai^J -P^' th« enormous responsibilities, which 
:|^reyi(Misly had rested aloneupon the executi? e. 

*' . ^Governor Harrison brought a soft against 
a person who had thrown out some maliciotid 
hints in reference to his negociations with tkt 
Indian^ The charge was fresh — the' tes* 
timony at hand, and a complete investigation 
was had before the Supreme Cotfrt. Two 
judges left the bench—- one, a friend of th<d 
Governor, and the other of thQ defendant. 

The trial had not far advanced, when the 
defendant's council gave up the plea of jus- 
tification, and contended only for mitigation 
of damages. The jury in one hour, returned 
a verdict of foiir thousand dollars damages for 
the Governor. This was an enormous verdict 
for a new country. The defendant's property 
was sold, and bought in by the Governor's 
agent. Shortly after two thirds of the pro- 
perty were retiltned by the Governor to his , 
slanderer, and the remainder was given to the 
orphans of j^ome of the soldiers who had 
fallen in batdot 
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So far from ever even attempting to benefit 
himself, ahhougfh he might have done so with 
perfect justness and integrity in many in- 
stances, he refused every opportunity t6 profit 
by his own powers. Nay, further: he even 
went so far as to sometimes refuse that which 
was his honest due under the laws, lest some 
one might accuse him wrongfully, or that the 
mere appearance might have an injurious ef- 
fect upon others. When appointed ex-ofilicio 
Governor of upper Louisiana, he knew that 
the president earnestly wished to convince the 
inhabitants of the newly acquired territory of 
the corruption under which they had lived and 
the fairness and honor of our government ; 
and to aid the intentions of Mr. Jefferson, 
Governor Harrison declined receiving the 
fees for Indian licenses, which would have 
brought him at least two or three thousand 
dollars, and to which he was justly entitled by 
law. 

While acting as commissioner his com- 
pensation was six dollars a day and expenses, 
and it was left with himself to say when he 
was acting under his commission, and when 
iinder that of fUperintendent ; and although 
he held thadrst commission for eleven years, 
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and during that time negotiated no less than 
thirteen treaties, yet the whole charge made 
for such services in that time amounted oitlj 
to about five thousand dollars. 

He also repeatedly refused to purchase pro- 
perty or to become interested in the purchases * 
of others, though frequently solicited, and hav- 
ing constant opportunity to amass splendid 
fortunes.* 

The various addresses of Governor Har- 
rison to the legislature, show a' remarkable 
clearness of perception and perspicuity of 
style. He never neglected the recommenda- 
tion of any measure which he considered ne- 
cessary to be adopted ; and never advised the 
passage of any net, without giving the most 
profound and convincing reasons for his ad- 
vocacy. To enable the public to judge of his 
abilities, several specimens of his writings are 
introduced in the appendix. 

The extensive and almost unlimited powers 
given to territorial governors, render it dif- 
ficult for them to maintain anything like popu- 
larity. The people are apt to become dis- 
satisfied with being ruled by a governor in 



* Sec a letter from General Harrisoh, dated " North Bend, 
Oct. IS. 1839." in the appendix. ■ •"* 
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whose appointment they have no choice. 
They become suspicious of his intentions and 
impatient under his authority. These feelings 
are particularly visible among the settlers of 
a new country. Men who make themselves 
— who hew their way through life, and by a 
natural independence and stubborn integrity 
are constantly accustomed to examine for 
themselves — are not often content to remain 
under an authority not of their own selection. 
This^ repugnance however, was never felt to- 
ward Governor Harrison. His manner was 
conciliating, and he always commanded re- 
spect, while he also engaged the warm affec- 
tions of the people. He used the extensive 
authority placed in his hands, with wisdom and 
discretion. In appointments to office under 
him, he always consulted the people and se- 
lected those who enjoyed the confidence of 
their fellow-citizens. To this principle he 
sacrificed even personal and political feeling 
— frequently appointing to office men in every 
way opposed to himselfl 

During nearly the whole of his life he has 
been intrusted with immense sums of money, 
yet he so managed his accounts as never to 
have a large amount on hand, while he skill- 



t. 
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fully coDtmed to save the government the 
risk and expense of transporting money to 
the west, bytransmitting to Washington drafb 
and receipts at the same time. 



CHAPTER X. 

Extract from the GoTemor*s first mcMage to the Indtona Legit- 
Jature— The Governor's exertions in behalf of the Indians 
—Conduct of Buckongahelas— Notice of Little Turtle— His en« 
deavours to prevent the tale of liquor to his tribe— He Is in- 
oculated, and takes some matter to inoculate other Indians. 

Governor Harrison constantly endeavored 
to reconcile the Indians to their condition, and 
to supply as far as possible, their necessities. 
Measures were adopted by which their com- 
munications with the British were gpreatly 
abridged, and they were forced to procure 
from the Americans their arms and ammuni- 
tion. Large sums *of money were appro- 
priated to their use by the United States, and 
agents were employed to instruct them in such 
acts of civilized life as they were capable of 
receiving. 

A law had been passed by Congress, to pre- 
vent the sale of spirituous liquors to the sav- 
ages, but it had not the desired effect, being 



86 LIFB AND TIMES 

SO open that constant evasions were made upon 
its tenor. In Governor Harrison's first mes- 
sage to the new legislature of the. territory, 
in speaking upon this subject, he used the fol- 
lowing eloquent and feeling language : 

*^ The humane and benevolent intentions 
of the government, however, will forever be 
defeated, unless effectual measures be devised 
to prevent the sale of ardent spirits to those 
unhappy people. The law which has been 
passed by Congress for that purpose, has been 
found ineffectual, because its operation has 
been construed to relate to the Indian country 
exclusively. In calling your attention to this 
subject, gentlemen, I am persuaded that it is 
unnecessary to remind you, that the article of 
compact makes it your duty to attend to it. 
The interests of your constituents, the in- 
terests of the miserable Indians, and your 
own feelin|i:s, will sufficiently urge you to take 
it into your most serious consideration, and 
provide the remedy wliich is to save thousands 
of your fellow-creatures. You are witnesses 
to the abuses ; you have seen our towns 
crowded with furious and drunken savages, 
our streets flowing with their blood, their arms 
and clothing bartered for the liquor that de- 
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stroys them, and their miserable women and 
children enduring all the extremities of cold 
and hunger. So destructive has the progress 
of intemperance been among them, that 
whole villages have been swept away. A 
miserable remnant is all that remains to mark 
the names and situations of many numerous 
hnd warlike tribes, in the energetic language 
of one of their orators, it is a dreadful con- 
flagration, which 'Spreads misery and devasta- 
tion throughout their country, and threatens 
the annihilation of the whole race. Is it then 
to be admitted as a political axiom, that the 
neighborhood of a civilized nation is incom- 
patible with the existence of savages ? Are 
the blessings of our republican government 
only to be felt by ourselves? And are the 
natives of North America to experience the 
same fate with their brethren of the southerii 
continent? It is with you, gentlemen, to di- 
vert from those children of nature the ruin 
that hangs over them. Nor can I believe that 
the time will be considered mispent, which is 
devoted to an object so consistent with the 
spirit of Christianity and with the principles 
of republicanism.'* 
The Governor now exerted every power 
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within his reach to induce tb^ Indians to re- 
main quiet, and in friendsfa^^with tka United ^ 
States. His philanthropic intdi|4ons were 
much assisted by the territorial bgislature and 
by ii^any personal friends, and he had the satis- 
faction for some time, of seeing the happiest re- 
sults flow from his benevolent designs. He 
sent out repeatedly for the chiefs of various 
tribes, and succeeded in concluding with 
many, treaties advantageous to the United 
States. This indeed, he had done while the 
territory was under his own iminediate con- 
trol, and he continued his efforts to relieve nnd 
pacify the savages during the whole time he 
held his office. 

In 1803, a council of chiefs was held at Fort 
Wayne, for the purpose of ratifying a nego- 
tiation for land, which had been proposed at 
a former meeting at Yincennes. Buckonga- 
HELAs, the Delaware chief, of whom we 
have before spoken, was present at this coun 
cil, and caused some trouble to the Governor* 
The PoTAWATAMiBS and some of the Miamiss 
boldly seconded the Executive in all his pro- 
positions, but the Dela WARES and Shawaneks 
opposed every movement, and when the Yin- 
cennes transaction was aUuded to, the latter 
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were filled-Wtth ivrath atid indignation. ** The 
respecteB^^^v^xoNGAHELAs,'* ' says Dawson, 
** so far fd^got btmself that he interrupted the 
Governor, and declared with Tehemence, that 
notliing that was done at Yincennes was bind- 
ing upon the Indians ; and that he had then 
with him a chief who had been present at the 
transfer made by the PiANKtSKAWS to the 
Delawares of al] the country between the 
Ohio and White rivers, more tlian thirty years 
before. 

** The Shawanees went still farther, and 
behaved with so much insolence, that the Go- 
vernor wa^ obliged to tell them that they were 
undutiful and rebellious children, and that he 
would withdraw his protection from them un- 
til they had learned to behave themselves with 
inore propriety. These chiefs immediately 
left the council house in a body." 

The Shawanees afterward submitted — the 
Governor put down all opposition and carried 
his point. Buckongahblas was as obstinate 
as ever, though at his death, which occurred 
the following year, he advised his tribe to de- 
sert the English and rely upon the friendship 
of the United States. He was a daring fellow, 
and had no mean opinion of himself. At the 

H* 
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council of Fort Mclntoch, when the Ambriean 
officers and Indian chiefs had fiBsenibled, it 
was he, who, without deigning to notice any 
others, advanced to the General, and taking 
him by the hand, said, ** I thank the Great 
Spirit for having this day brought together 
two such great warriors as Bugkonoahelas 
and General Clark," 

Many other hostile chiefs were through the 
wisdom and care of Governor- Harrison, 
brought to consider the United States the gOf- 
vernment to which they should cling, and 
they abandoned forever all communication 
with the British. 

It was the Little Turtle who principally 
assisted at tlie council in 1803, and he ap« 
pears to have renounced all connection with 
the English soon after tlie treaty of Green- 
ville. He frequently visited Philadelphia and 
Washington after this, and having settled 
upon Eel River, about twenty miles from Fort 
Wayne, a comfortable house was erected for 
him, and he was furnished with every reason- 
able accommodation by the American govern- 
ment The vice of intemperance raged with 
great fury among his people, and he was ex- 
ceedingly gratified with the course pursued 
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by Governor Harrison to prevent the sale t>f 
spirituous liquors to the Indians. He had 
seen hundreds of his best and bravest war- 
riors at one time, in war, surprised and rrka*- 
sacred in their cups, on the very ground where 
he had obtained his most signal victories. 
His pride could not brook the idea that his 
people should become beasts, and betook 
every measure in his power to stay the destruc* 
tion pouring over them. He argued and re- 
monstrated, but his influence with his tribes 
was much weakened. 

About the time of the council at Fort 
Wayne, he went before tlie legislature of 
Kentucky, and made an appeal to them in 
person, through his friend and interpreter. 
Captain Wells. He also made a powerful 
address to the legislature of Ohio. He 
begged both to interfere to prevent the traders 
from selling liquor to his people. The traders 
he described forcibly : " They stripped the 
poor Indians," said he, ** of skins, gun, 
blanket, everything,— fwhile his squaw and the 
children dependant on him lay starving and 
shiveringin his wigwam." 

He did all he could for his people, but his 
exertions were in a great degree useless. In 



92 LIFE AND TIMES 

1801, or 1802, while in Washington, at the so- 
licitation of the President, he and several of 
his warriors were inocuhited. When he 
went home, he took a quantity of Taccine 
matter, and administered the potent remedy for 
the small-pox, in person. Soon after a deputa- 
tion from his tribe visited Washington to pro- 
cure more of the matter. 

Several other chiefs represented to Gover- 
nor Harrison the ruin which was desolating 
their towns through the influence of spiritous 
liquors. Early in this volume we represented 
the excesses of the American army at Fort 
Washington, when Mr. Harrison first joined 
the troops, and his own resolution to withstand 
nil temptations to drink. He had a dreadful 
picture before, both among his countrymen 
and the tribes around the fort. He saw all the 
evils of this pernicious vice, and from that 
moment endeavored, not only to prohibit the 
sale of liquor to the Indians, but by advice 
and remonstrance to prevail upon the savages 
to abandon a custom, which carried with it 
nothing but disease, disgrace and death. 

For the purpose of showing his opinion on 
this subject in his own words, we copied the 
i^xtract from bis address to the legislature, in 
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the beginning of this chapter. The same in- 
veterate opposition to liquor has' marked the 
course of his Ufe. 



CHAPTER XI. 



Governor Harrison's treatment of the Indians— His writings aad 
speeches — Complimentary notices— Condact of the hunters- 
Conduct of the British agente— The Governor's InlliieBiee 
over the Indians— Attempt upon his life. 

In our appendix will be found several spe- 
cimens of Mr. Harrison's writings, atkl- we 
refer to them with a conscious pride in the 
talent they display. They are variously se- 
lected, that the reader may make himself per- 
fectly acquainted with the sentiments of this 
distinguished man in the many and important 
situations he occupied. The whole tenor of « 
hi^ official communications exhibit the cul- 
tivated intellect, the reflecting mind, and the 
feeling heart. His constant anxiety to forward 
the interests of all who came under his juris- 
diction, and his unremitted exertions to ame- 
liorate the condition of the savage tribes, will 
forever redound to his honor and hand down his 
name to posterity with love and veneration. 

-He never refused to hfear the complaints of 
the Indians, but met their chiefs with that dig- 
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nity and kindness which became hi^ station. 
He listened patiently to the story of tlieir 
wrongs, and replied to them in language con- 
ciliating and endearing. He promised to do 
all in his power to gratify their reasonable 
demands, and he never broke his promise. 
Though many of the tribes behaved with 
treachery to him, yet he was always calm, 
moderate and forbearing. Bold, energetic 
and fearless in the field, he was nevertheless, 
as a civil magistrate humane and considerate. 
In speaking of his character, Mr. HAll 
uses, the following complimentary language. 
" He did not neglect any of the various dvil 
duties which were confided to his care. All 
the departments of the government Were mod- 
elled under his direction ; and in his com- 
munications to the legislature, the various 
subjects of legislation were freely discussed. 
His speeches were frank and manly ; and he 
writes with the ease, correctness and precision, 
of one who was accustomed to think with 
clearpess, and who possessed in a high degree 
the faculty of fluent expression. Few of our 
public documents will be? found to be couched 
in better language thair tiiose of fioverner 
Harrison. 
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When first appointed Governor of the Ter- 
ritory of Indiana, Mr. Harrison openly de- 
clared his determination not to hold the station 
a moment longer than his administration should 
be satisfactory to the people ; and at their re- 
quest he received his successive re-appoint- 
ments from Presidents, Adams, Jefferson 
and Madison. The following were the senti- 
ments of the citizens of St Louis, when their 
connection with Indiana was about to ter- 
minate :— 

"To }aa Excellency William Hxnrt HARRimir, Go- 
vernoTf and the honorable the Judges of the Indiana 
Territory. 

I 

** Gentlemen : 

'*An arduous public service assigned you 
by the general government of the United 
States, is about to cease. The eve of the an- 
niversary of American Indepeiidence will 
close the scene ; and on that celebrated festival 
will be t)rganized, under most auspicious cir- 
cumstances, a government for the Territory oif 
Louisiana. Local situation and circumstances 
forbid the possibifi^ of a permanent political 
connection. Thift<dbaiige, however congenial 
to fir wishes, will apt fake effect without a 
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respectful expression of sentiment to you, 
gentlemen, for your ttssiduitj, attention, and 
disinterested punctuality, in the temporary 
administration of your government of Loui- 
siana. 
" St. Louis, July 2, 1805." 

Governor Harrison was presented with an 
address from the officers of the militia in the 
district of St. Louis^ at the same time. The 
address concludes thus : 

" Accept, Sir, these sentiments as the 
pledge of our affectionate attachment to you, 
and to the magnanimous poKey by which you 
have been guided. May the chief magistrate 
of the American nation duly estimate your 
worth and talents, and long keep you in a 
station where you have it in your power to 
gain hearts by virtuous actions, and promul- 
gate laws aniong men who know how to res- 
pect you, and are acquainted with their own 
rights." 

At its first session the legislative council 
addressed him in the most flattering terms, 
while the house of Representatives returned 
their thanks to him tu his opening speech ; 
using the following words : — " We discern 
the solicitude for the future happiness and 
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prosperity of the territory, which has uniformly 
been e?inced by your post administration.'* 

Many other compliments were paid to Mr. 
Harrison, some of which we shall mention 
hereafter. 

Governor Harrison was surrounded by 
warlike tribes who were constantly fighting 
and quarrelling with the white settlers; while, 
as if to aggravate the troubles, hunters from 
Kentucky and Ohio were continually cross- 
ing into Indiana and destroying tfie game of 
right belonging to the Indians. The deer, 
bear and buffalo, were killed, merely for their 
skins ; while tbe savages only took as many 
as were required for food. The Indians found 
their very living daily diminishing, with the 
prospect of soon being taken from them en- 
tirely by the promiscuous murder of the whites; 
Of this the savages complained most bitterly, 
and the Governor endeavored to prevent the 
incursions of the hunters. 

To this was added the conduct of the Bril> 

ieh agents, who wefe continually prejudicing 

the minds of die Indians, and fiimishing them 

with liquor. When Governor Harrison would 

^ve Boties: te the m^itiig of a council, these 

agents would gowmcdhnely among the triber 

.1 
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and endeavor. to inflame them against the 
United States. In November, 1804, jOolonel 
M'Kee, the English agent used the following 
language to some of the chiefs : — " My chil- 
dren, it is true that the Americans do not 
wish 70U to drink any spiritous liquors, and 
therefore have told their traders that they 
should not carry any liquor into your country. 
. But, my children, they have no right to say 
that one of your father's traders, (meaning 
the British traders,) should carry no liquor 
among his children. **'**•• 

** My children, your Father, King George, 
loves his red children, and wishes his red chil- 
dren supplied with every thing they want. He 
is not like the Americans, who are continual- 
ly blinding your eyes, and stopping your ears 
with good words, that taste sweet as sugar, 
while they get all your lands from you." 

By way of retaliation for the destruction of 
their game by the hunters, the Indians would 
kill the hogs and poultry of the settlers. The 
latter became incensed at this conduct, and 
frequently demanded to be led against the 
savages. With the general government in- 
sisting upon peace andr forbearance^ and the 
Indians inflamed by this British traders and 
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committing constant depredations — the set- 
tlers suffering for the sins of the hunters, 
Governor Harrison was placed in a most 
trying situation. It is only to.be wondel*ed 
that, — under all these circumstances and the 
course which naturally devolved upon him, 
and which he discharged so faithfully, — he 
preserved his popularity at all. 

When the Indians came in to a council, 
they frequently brought several hundred war- 
riors, as if to intimidate the Governor ; and 
they often behaved with so much insolence 
that he was obliged to send them away with- 
out effecting the objects of the meeting. They 
would come armed, and their orators would 
make the most inflammatory addresses to 
their warriors ; yet the Governor was never 
known to betray the slightest fear. With but 
a ImndtuI of friends, would he meet hosts of 
these warlike and uncultivated savages — lis- 
len attentively to their appeals, and when 
the torrent of exciting native eloquence swell- 
ed to a dangerous height, with a calm dig- 
nity which never deserted him in his most 
perilous positions, he would with a few words 
spoken in a collected, though firm and deci- 
ded tone, allay instantly the rude whirlwind 
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of speech and bring down the uncouth sarage 
from his flight of insolence and vituperation. 

Oflen, when almost alone, he had pererap- 
torally dismissed hundreds of Indiana, burning 
for his blood, telling them, '^Thej were diso- 
bedient children, and that he would listen to 
them no longer." 

On one occasion, a plot was laid to assassi- 
nate him, but he was secretly informed o£ it 
2\i8t about the time that a council was to meet. 
He liad but a few friends with him, and the 
Indians numbered over four hundred. Arm- 
ing a small guard, all he could raise at the 
moment, he stationed them in a concealed 
position, and with his friends, went to the 
council. Upon a preconcerted signal, a chief 
suddenly started up and flourished his toma- 
hawk to bury it in the head of the Governor. 
The latter rose at the same moment, and pla- 
cing his hand gently upon the uplifted arm 
of the savage, spoke a few words very calmly, 
which induced the Indian to suppose that his 
plan had been betrayed, and that Governor 
Harrison was fully fu'epared for any attempt 
that might, be made upon him. " Be seated, 
my friend, be seated,'* said the Governor, in 
a tone of decision and authority. The chief 
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Stood amazed for a few moments, wliile the 
eye of the Governor was fixed upon his, and 
the tribes only waked the signal for a general 
melee. The spirit of the haughtj savage was 
soon curbed, and apologizing for the assault, 
he resumed his seat and the business of the 
council proceeded. 

Frequent attempts were made upon his life, 
but fortunately for his country they all proved 
abortive. 



CHAPTER XU. 



Notice of 01-li-wa-chi-ca and Tecumthe — The religious princi- 
ples of tiie Prophet, and league of the brothers, for a concen- 
tration of ttie tribes. 

We are now about to introduce to the reader 
two noted Indian characters, who began about 
the year 1806 to disturb the whole frontier. 
They were brothers; the one being a prophet, 
and the other a brave, daring, and sagacious 
warrior, an eloquent orator, and an able com- 
mander. We allude to Ol-li-wa-chi-ca* and 
- ' I I .III ■ . 

* By some, we find the Prophet called Elskawatawa. Mr. 
Schoolcraft interprets this last to mean, "afire that is moved 
from place to place." We also find his name written Olliway- 
shila, though not upon the best autherity, Mr. Thatcher, in his 

I* 
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Tecumthe. They are said, upon good au- 
thority to have been members of the Kisho- 
poke tribe of the Sbawanee nation.* These 
two, and still another — Kumshaka, were the 
offspring of the same mother at the same birth. 
They were born, it is generally allowed, on the 
banks of the Scioto, near Chilicothe. Their 
father, a great Shawanee warrior, fell at the 
battle of Kenhawu. Their mother was a 
Cherokee. She was taken prisoner by the 
Shawanees, and adopted agreeably to the In- 
dian custom, by a family of that nation residing 
near the Miami of the Lakes. Hence some 
havt considered her a Shawanee, while others 
supposed her to be a Creek. We put her 
down as a Cherokee, because Tecumthe him- 
self so informed a gentleman at Vincennes, 
and from the fact, that at ah advanced age 
she migrated into the Cherokee country, and 
there died. Kumshaka is supposed to have 

Indian Biography, suggests that he may iiave assumed different 
names at different periods, and, from his character and pursuits, 
we are inclined to tlie same opinion. We adopt the one in the 
text as thd name by which he is now generally designated. 

* <' Shawanee,'* amcmg the Delawares, means, the ** south;" 
and this tribe came originaUy from that section of the country. 
Mr. Heclcewelder was infonned Iqr several old Mohicans, that the 
Shawanees fonnerly lived in the neighboihood of Savannah, In 
Georgia, and in thie Fiofidas. 
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died jou&if, as he took no part vritk Ins bro- 
tbers in their elieosire operations. 

,Som6 of the Siiawaaees have asserted^ tliat 
TEOVJHTHEi at a very earljr age, was in a|i 
engagement witk the Kentuok^r tvoopsi, 'and 
that he. most abgallaotlj fled from the field, 
whilst his brother imanfully stood his ground. 
Be that as it may^ he never shrunk af^er. fiis 
co.wardly conduct upon this occasion, is attri- 
buted to his extreme youth. By the time be 
was twenty-five, (about ^^ yeat 1795,) he had 
acquired a great reputation amongthe Indian^ 
as a bold and fearless warrior* He interceptdd 
more boat(» of the whites upon tbe^Obid^ tnd 
plundered more houses of the settlers, thaa 
any Indian of his age. He was a perfect was^ 
among the Kentucky pioneers, who frequentljr 
pursued him but were never so forttinate as 
.to overtake himu Upon such ooca^ooa, he 
would retreat to tiiebankstif his favorite Wof 
iMush, until the storm wasihushed; and wheat 
ihiby were quietly ifetuming to their domestie 
avocations, ha would sweep like an ovec- 
oharged torrent down upon the settlcnrants. It 
is said that be jsevtor retldned any of the phui«r 
der for himself* but gavw all to his foUowerSi 
jiatifSad with the glargrof his-achseTeMeBls as 
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his only reward. In these irruptidDS upon the 
border towns, he was but schooling himself 
for the grand scenes which he afterward 
planned, and to a certain extent executed. 

The brothers conceived the project of uni- 
ting all the eastern tribes in a terrible war 
against the Americans. The two having evi- 
dently agreed upon a system of operations, 
Ol-li-wa-chi-ca began in 1804, to inculcate 
among the Indians a reformed religion. In 
the course of his preaching it appears that 
he frequently changed the doctrines himself — 
those tenets that became unpopular among 
the disciples, were abandoned for more at- 
tractive and more fascinating principles. He 
began by explaining the inconsistency of the 
Indians in assuming the manners and dress 
of the whites — censured the introduction of 
spiritous liquors, and talked of the diseases, 
contentions and wars, produced by the con- 
tigiiity of the residences of the white and 
red men. He showed the latter how fast 
their means of subsistence were diminishing, 
and how their territory was contracting daily. 
He then pictured *to them the peaceful, happy^ 
jand contented lives of their forefathers. 

Having by thesd appeals and declarations 



I 
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produced a feeling in his favor, he next Tneivt 
on to convince them of his own conmnission 
from the Great Spirit. In this be was obliged 
to bring others to his assiatance, who vouched 
for the many wonderful, miracles he had per- 
formed, and the benefits he was to confer on 
his followers. 

The tribes were to unite, and not fight any 
longer with each otiier. They were to wear 
skins as their forefathers had done^ and to us^ 
no ardent spirits. Stealing, quarrelling, and 
many minor crimes, were strictly prohibited. 
And then they were told, that if they adhered 
permanently to these doctrines, the Great 
Spirit would bless them, and they should be 
entirely separated from the whites and live in 
harmony among themselves. 

The plan of the prophet was well calculated 
to make an impression upoh the untutored 
savages, and was undoubtedly the suggestion 
of a strong and calculating mind. Some 
suppose that it originated entirely with Oi^ 
Li-wA-cHi-CA, but there is much reason to 
suppose tliat Tecumthe had his share in 
drawing up the original plot. Others imagine 
that the two were directed and governed in their 
pursuits by the English, but when we con- 
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aider the time at which the reformation, if we 
mhy so speak, begun ; there is very little rea- 
son to conjecture that any others were con- 
cerned in the plan but the brothers them- 
selves. The reformation was promulgated 
at a time when a general peace prevailed, 
which had been produced by the victories of 
tbe brave army of Wayne ; and though the 
British traders influenced the Indians against 
the Americans, they would scarcely have ven- 
tured to advise the organization of tens of 
tliousands of red warriors in a general and 
indiscriminate contest against the whites. 

The plan of uniting all the tribes against 
the whites was not however original with Te- 
cuMTHE and Ol-li-wa-chi-ca. Pontiac,* 
the Ottawa chief, many years before projected 
a similar concentration for the immediate ex- 
tinction of the British, aud so far succeeded 
in carrying out his views, that no less than 
nine English forts were captured by the In- 
dians almost upon one day. We have also 
seen it stated that Saguoaha, the Keeper- 

* It has been stated by respectable authority, that tMs oele* 
brated individual was a member of the tribe of Sacks or Sa\y- 
xies ; but there appears to us no sufficient reason for disputing 
the almost universal opinion which loakea him an OtUwft.-** 
Thatcher's Indian Biography. 
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Awake, or Red Jacket, as he was called by 
the whites, first gare to Tecumthe the idea of 
a general combination; but from the cha- 
racter of that chief, and the part he took with 
the Americans, we do not place much reliance 
on this report.* 

Toward the close of the life of this great 
Indian orator, the author frequently visited his 
residence, and at one time almost daily, and 
held familiar intercourse with him. The only 
things which the good old chief appeared to 
regret as connected with the whites and In^ 
dians, were the sale of liquor to his people and 
the attempts of the clergy to. draw himlfrom 
the religion of his fathers. 

For some years the success of the Prophet 
was quite doubtful, and his converts were few. 
His brother was, of course, the first to em- 
brace the new fangled doctrine, and shortly 
after some of his relations and intimate friends 
embraced the tenets. He now gained a great 
influence over his own tribe, and flattered the 
pride of the Shawanees by renewing an old 
tradition which made them the wisest, most in- 
telligent, and respectable people in the world. 
This we give in the language of an old Shawa- 

* See Vol. II., of the work quoted in the above note. 
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nee chief, who spoke at the council at Fort 
Wayne, upon the subject, in 1803. Much of 
this speech was addressed directly to Go- 
vernor Harrison. With much native dignity, 
the venerable savage thus delivered him- 
self: — 

" The Master of Life who was himself an 
Indian, made the Shawanees before any others 
of the human race, and they sprang from his 
brain.* The Master of Life gave them all 
the knowledge which he himself possessed. 
He placed them upon the great island,! and 
all the other red people are descended from 
the Shawanees, he made the French and Eng- 
lish out of his breast. The Dutch he made 
out of his feet. As for your Long Knives| 
kind, he made them out his hands. All those 
inferior races of men he made white, and 
placed them beyond the great lake.§ 

** The Shawanees were masters of the con- 
tinent for many ages, using the knowledge 
whieh they had received from the Great Spirit, 



* Ifrsre is a atrong reBemblance here to the mytbi^ogioal ae- 
ODnnt of the cresction of Mineiva. 

t The Continent of America. 

% The Americans, though at lint the term waf appOed bjr ISbm, 
Indians t^ the Virginians and Kentnddans. 

^ The Atlantic Ocean 
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in such a manner as to be pleasing to him, 
and to secure their own happiness. In a 
great length of time however they became 
corrupt and the Master of Life told them he 
would take away from them the knowledge 
they possessed and gire it to the white people f, 
to be restored when, by a return to good prin- 
ciples, they would desenre it. 

" Many years after that, they saw some- 
thing white approaching their shores. « A( 
first they took it for a great bird, but they soon 
found it to be a monstrous canoe, filled with 
the very people who had got the knowledge 
which belonged to the Shawanees, but they 
usurped their lands also. They pretended, 
indeed, to have purchased their lands, but the 
very goods which they gave for them ^ere 
more the property of the Indians than of the 
white people, because the knowledge which 
enabled them to manufacture these goods ac* 
tually belonged to the Shawanees. 

'* But these things will now have an end. 
The Master of Life is about to restore to the 
Shawanees both their knowledge and their 
rights, and he will trample the Long Knir^l 
under his feet'* 

The old chief who delivered I il ** * 
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supposed to be in the British interest, and that 
bis object was to prevent aU negotiations 
Tlie Frophet used the tradition, and bj it 
brought over thousands to his waj of think- 
ing. The sul)ject was a good one, and he 
turned it at once to- bis own purpose. 



CHAPTER Xlir. 

Notice of the Prophet— Taonner's account— Murder of th<r 
chiefs— Anecdote of the Dead Chief.— The Prophet's message 
to Governor Harrison— The letter's conduct to the Indians— 

The Prophet visits the Governor at Vincennes. 

I 

The success of an Indian Prophet depends 
principallj' upon his skill in deception, ancf 
Ol-li-wa-chi-ca had all the necessary cun- 
ning for beginning his career, though he does 
not seem to have possessed sufficient pene- 
tration for conducting operations afVerthey bad 
swelled to importance. Tanner says that 
while he was living at Great Wood River, a 
stranger from the Shawanees visited that sec- 
tion of the country forthe purpose of making 
proselytes. He told the Indians that they 
should not let the fire go out in their lodges— 
that they should not let their dogs live — ^tfaey 
should not strike a man, woman, child or 
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^og — they should not drink, stealv He, or gm 
against their enemies, and that they must not 
use flint or steeL Most of the Indians com- 
plied with all these injunctions, but Tannkr 
for a Jong time refused. *' The Ojibbeway 
iw'hom 1 hove nieationed," he continued, "re- 
mained sometio^e among the Indians in my 
neighborhood, and gained the attention of the 
principal men so ^feetoally, that a time waA 
oppointed, and a lodge prepared for the 8olem« 
and public espousing of the doctrines of the 
Prophet. When the people, and I among 
them, were brought into the lodge, prepared 
for this solemnity, we saw something carefully 
concealed under u blanket, in figure and di- 
mensions bearing some atison^ resemblance to 
the form of a itaan«** * » ♦ * 

*' Four strings of mouldy and discolored 
•beans were all the remainin§f visible insignia 
of this important mission. After a long har- 
angue, in which the prominent features of the 
new revelation were stated and urged upon 
the attention of all, the four strings of beans, 
which we were told were made of the flesh 
itself of the Prophet, were carried with much 
solemnity, to each man in the lodge, and be 
wsxs expected to take hold of each string at 
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the top, and draw them gently throu<^h his 
. hands. This was called siiakin^ hands with 
the Prophet, and was considered as solemnly 
engaging to obey his inj notions, and accept hii 
mission as from the Supreme.*' 

It was a long time before Tanner would 
kill his dogs and give up his medicine bag, 
but at last be gave way with the rest and fol- 
lowed many, though not all, of the instruc- 
tions of the Prophet. The latter was opposed 
by many of the chief?, and these he accused of 
witchcraft, and had them murdered by. their 
own people. Tet£boxtI| a Delaware chief, 
eighty years of age, was condemned to the 
stake, but when the fire was about to be kin- 
dled, a young Indian stepped from the crowd, 
and with his tomahawk, put itn end to the old 
Blanks existence. 

Billy PATTERson, an Indian who had re- 
sided many years among the whites, was con- 
demned to a similar death ; and died with a 
hymn book in his hand, singing and praying 
ttntil his voice was hushed by the flames. 

Shatetaronrah, or Leather-Lips, a Wy- 
andot chief, was ordered to be murdered. 
The messengers found the old warrior, and 
tliey commenced dii^ging his grave by the side 
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of his wigwam. Finding entreaty vaini he 
dressed himself in his best war clothes — took 
a meal of venison, and knelt at the edg^ of 
his grave. He and his executioner prayed to- 
gether. Tlie Indians witMrew to a short dis- 
tance, and seated themselves on the ground. 
** The old chief inclined forward, resting his 
face upon his hand, and his hand upon his 
knees. While thus seated, one of the young 
Indians bame up and struck him twice with 
the tomahawk. For some time he lay jsense- 
less upon the ground, the only remaining evi- 
dence of life being a faint respiration. The 
Indiana all stood around in solemn silence. 
Finding .him to breathe longer than they, ex- 
pected, they called upon the whites (one or 
two of whom were spectators,) to take notice 
how hard he died ; pronounced him a wiz« 
ard, — *no good,* — then struck him again^ 
and terminated his existence.' '* 

These statements exhibit the great influ- 
ence which Ol-li-wa-chi-ca obtained over the 
western tribes. He took care to remove all 
the prominent men who were opposed to him, 
while his brother was actively engaged in stir- 
ring up the Indians to rise at once upon the 

* See Tbatcbei^ Indian Biography 
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American settlements. Tkcumthe made re* 
peajted tours among the tribes, almost from 
one end of the continent to the other. He 
was received with respect wherever he went, 
and listened to with attention. He pictured to 
the councils the happiness of their ancestors, 
and compared their extensive possessions and 
unlimited enjoyments, with thepreseht scarcity 
of game and contracted territory. He spoke 
of the warlike and independent character of 
their fathers, and exhibited their own pusillan- 
imity and degraded condition. The noble, 
free and upright habits of the one were 
compared with the profligacy, corruption 
and drunkenness of the other. Some be 
threatened ; others he persuaded. There was 
no argument which native intelligence could 
suggest, that he did not use to accomplish his 
design ; and to rivet whatever hold his reason- 
ing might have gained with his auditory, lie 
boldly asserted that Ol-li-wa-chi-ca could 
prevent the bullets of the enemy from taking 
effect upon the body of an Indian ; — that ho 
himself would fearlessly lead the attack, and 
they should see him rush unharmed into the 
thickest of the foe. 

The brothers even went so fiir as, (at one 
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lime,) to propose the murder of all the feadfniil^ 
chiefd who had ever sig^ned any treaties with 
the United States, by which any territory wtfi- 
relinquished ; and some of the old Winne* 
bago chiefs declared to an American acoiit, 
with tears in their eyes, that they had no 
longer any power over their people, every thing 
being managed exclusively by the warriora. 
To show still more forcibly the character of 
Tecumthb, we will give an anecdote from 
Dawson's Memoirs of Harrison. At a con« 
ference held at Vincennes, Tecumthe was 
present, and so also, a noted Potawatamie, 
called the Dead Chief, because he was deaf. 
Tecumthe, on that occasion, being charged 
by Governor HARaisoN with hostile intentions 
against the Americans, he disclaimed the ac- 
cusation. The next day the Dead Chief 
called upon Governor Harrison, and asked, 
why he had not been required to confront 
Tecumthe. He said he would have willinjHy 
asserted the truth before all the Indians. The 
Shawanee having heard this, gave word to 
his brother to have the Dead Chief despatch- 
ed. The latter hearing of this, put on his 
war dress, painted himself, took his arms, 
and at once paddled his canoe directly to the 



116 LIFE AND TIMES 

camp of Tecumthe. Mr. Baron, the Gov- 
ernor's interpreter, was in the tent of the 
Shawauee at the time the Dead Chief ar- 
rived. The latter upbraided Tecumthe for 
having given the order to have him assassin- 
ated — told him it was cowardly and unworthy 
a warrior. ** But here I am :— come, and kill 
me !" cried the old Indian. " You and your 
men can kill the white people's hogs, and call 
them bears, but you cannot face a warrior." 
He then went on to insult and provoke Te- 
cumthe ; called him the slave of the English, 
and a base dog. ^'During the whole time 
Tecumthe seemed not in the least to regard 
him, but continued to converse with Mr. 
Baron. Wearied at length with his useless 
efforts to draw out his adversary, he gave the 
war-whoop of defiance, and paddled off in his 
canoe. There is reason," adds Mr. Dawson, 
** to believe that the order of Tecumthe was 
obeyed. The Dead Chief toas no more seen 
at VincennesJ*^ 

During the year 1807, intelligence reached 
Governor Harrison of the movements of the 
savages, and particularly of the conduct of 
Ol-li-wa-chi-ca toward the chiefs of the vari- 
ous tribes. The Governor immediately sent 
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a message to the Shawanees noticing their 
measures, and reprehending them in the se* 
Terest terms. He told the chiefs thejr were 
listeping ** to a fool that speaks not the words 
of the Great Spirit, but the words of the devil.** 
Most of the chiefs being absent, the Prophet 
dictated to the messenger the following reply 
to the Governor :•— 

" Father : 

" I am Borry that jou listen to the advice 
of bad birds. You have impeached me with 
having correspondence with the English, and 
with calling and sending for the Indians from 
the most distant parts of the country, ' to listen 
to a fool that speaks not the words of the Great 
Spirit, but the words of the devil.' 

** Father ! These impeachments I deny, and 
say they are not true. I nevel* had a word with 
the English, and I never sent for any Indians. 
They came here themselves, to listen and hear 
the words of the Great Spirit. 

" Father ! I wish you would not listen any 
more to the voice of ba^ birds ; and you may 
rest assured that it b the least of our ideas to 
make disturbance ; and we will rather try to 
stop such proceedings than encourage them.'* 
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In the spring of 1808, great numbers of 
Indians were in the vicinity bf Fort Wayne. 
They had neglected their com fields to listen 
to the Prophet, and were almost in a state 
of starvation. To prevent incursions upon 
the settlements, the Governor wisely ordered 
the agent at Fort Wayne to supply them with 
provisions from the public stores. Toward 
the beginning of summer, the Prophet selected 
a spot on the upper part of the Wabash, xsalled 
Tippecanoe, as his future and permanent resi- 
dence. Thither he removed, and his disciples 
followed him. 

In July he sent word to the Governor that 
he was coming to see him, for the purpose 
of explaining how grossly he had been mis- 
represented. The next month he arrived at 
Vincenaes, where he remained for two weeks. 
While here, he denied being in the British 
i/i'terest, and asserted that his sole object was 
to reclaim the Indians from their bad habits, 
and cause them to live in peace with all man- 
kind. He frequently addressed his disciples 
in presence of the Governor, and spoke con- 
stantly of the evils of war and spiritous liquors. 

When leaving Vincennes, he addressed the 
Governor, and declared that he did not wish 
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the Indians to take up the tomahawk, either 
for the British or the Long Knives. 

In his address to the Legislature, in 1809, 
the Governor mentions the conduct of the 
Prophet, who had become dissatisfied wkh 
the treaty made at Fort Wayne, in the au- 
tumn of the preceding year. The Governor 
sent word to the Prophet, that he might come 
forward and exhibit any title he might have 
to the land transferred by the treaty, and if it 
was "found to be just and equitable, the lands 
would be restored, or an ample equivalent 
given for them." His brother met Governor 
Harrison, and claimed the land, because he 
said they belonged to all the tribes, and could 
not be parted with except by consent of all. 
This argument was too absurd to command 
any attention, and Tecumthe returned to the 
"Wabash, in no very good humor. He now 
redoubled his exertions for the concentration 
of all the western tribes, but was extremely 
guarded in his efforts, to prevent the Governor 
from receiving any intimation of his proceed- 
ings. 
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CHAPTEK XIV. 

recumthe vlnils Gorernor Harrison at Yincennes-^HIs coiMhict— 
Speech^ The Oovfmor's reply— Tacuiathe'» insolence—He is 
dismissed— 1%e Gorernor visiu Tecumthe at his camp— ThA 
latter goes to (he sonth. 

Tbe Governor sent word to Tecumthe not 
to bring more than thirty warriors with him to 
Vincennes in the summer of ]810| but he 
came with over three hundred, all complete!/ 
armed. This numerous bodjr guard created 
an unusual sensation in the town, and mnnj 
supposed that the savages were about to com- 
mence a general war on the instant The 
haughty chief gave as an excuse for this armed 
escort, that he believed there was treachery 
intended on the part of the whites. Seats 
were prepared in a large portico in front of 
the Grovernor*s residence, but when j^g^pwrrgB. 
c ame from his ca nnp with about fprty war- 
riors, he refused to enter the portico, and re- 
quested that the council might be held unde: 
the shade of a cluster of trees in front of th 
house. 

When the trouble of moving the seats w 
mentioned, he said it would only be '* i 
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cessarj to remove those intended for the 
whites. The red men are accustomed to sit 
upon* the earth which is their mother, and we 
are always happy to recline upon her bosom.*' 
This occurred on the 12th of August, aod 
Tecumthb then djeiivered the following 
speech: — 

** What I am I have become by my own 
exertion^-; and I would that I could make the 
red men as great as I picture them in my 
mind, when I think of the Great Spirit, and 
bis wish to render all hin people^ noble and 
happy. Were such the ease I would not come 
to General Harrison beseeching him to annul 
the treaty ; but I would say to him, * Brother, 
you are at liberty to return to your own coun- 
try.' There was a time when the foot of the 
white man did not crush the fallen limbs in our 
paths. This country then belonged to all the 
red men. It was created for the red man and 
his children. We were all united, and the 
Great Spirit placed us here, and filled the land ' 
with fruit and game for our use. We were 
then happy. We are now made miserable bj 
the white man, who is never contented, but 
asks us for more and more land. The white 

I>eople have driven us from the great salt laka 

L 
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They follow us over the mountains as we retire 
to the setting sun. They would force us 
into the lakes, but we are determined tt> go 
no further. 

" The march of the white man must be 
stopped. The Indians must insist upon the 
original compact. The land belongs to all, 
and all must still own it It was our fathers. 
We must give it to our children. It cannot 
be divided. 

*^ We have no right to sell, even to each 
other. How fhen can we sell it to strangers I 
Why should we, when they are never satisfied ? 
The land is ours, and the white men have no 
right to take it from us. The Indians should ' 
they sell, can only do so when all ' the tribes 
are together, and when all consent. No sale 
is valid unless made by all. The late sale 
was made only by a few tribes, and it is there- 
fore nugatory. "^ 

In his reply. G overnor Harrison said^ th at 
r^^ when the white people arrived on this con* 
tiaent, they found the Miaraies in the occupa<- . 
tion of all the country in the Wabash, and at 
that time the Shawanees were residents of 
Georgia, from which they were driven by the 
Creeks. The lands have been purchased 
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from the Miamies, who were the true nr 
original owners of it. It is ridiculous to a. 
sertthat all the Indians are one nation, for i 
fiuch had been the intention of the Grea 
Spirit) he would^ not have put six different 
tongues into their heads, but would have 
taught them all to speak one language. 

'* The Miamies have found it to their in- 
terest to sell a part of their lands, and to re- 
ceive for them a further annuity, in addition to 
what thej have long \enjoyed ; and the benefit 
of which they have experienced from the 
punctuality with which the seventeen fires* 
comply with their engagements : and the 
Shawane^s have no right to come from a dis- 
tant country to control the Miamies in the dis- 
posal of their own property," 

The interpreter had no sooner finished, 
than TecuMTHE bounded from the earth and 
cried, ** It is false !" He gave a signal to his 
band, and every man leaped up, and seized 
his war club. The Govjernor was only at- 
tended by a few unarmed citizens, and his 
situation was now extremely perilous. The 
Governor's honorary guard of twelve soldiers, 

had been directed to occupy a shady place at 

■ . — • — ■ ■» 

* The seventeen United Stfttet.. 
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some distance from the council. Retaining 
that admirahle command over himself which 
never deserted him even under the inost dan- 
gerous circumstances, the Governor laid his ^ 
hand upon his sword, and directed his frveads 
and suite to stand upon their guard* Te- 
cuMTHE addressed the Indians in a loud and 
fierce tone, and with impetuous gesticulation; 
WiNNEMAK, a friendly chief, cocked a pistol ; 
Major Floyd drew his dirk, and a Methodist 
minister, named Winans, ran to the residence 
of tlie Governor, seized a rifle, and prepared 
to protect the family. TUe ax^tion of the In- 
dians appeared preconcertfl|'|Hid all expected 
a fierce and daring assault The guard ap- 
proached with their pieces levelled, and would 
have fired had they not been checked by the 
Governor. 

After waiting a few moments to see what 
course the savages would pursue, the Gover- 
nor said to Tecumthb, in a calm, but firm 
and decided tone, that '* he was a bad man— 
that he would have no further talk with him — 
that he must return now to his camp, and 
take his departure from the settlements imme* 
diately." 

It is said by those who were present, that , 
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had the Governor betrayed the least fear or 
surprise, Tecumthe would have given the sig- 
nal for a general assault. There are good 
reasons for supposing that such was his real in- 
tention, but the authoritative manner of his 
antagonist completely subdued the savage ; 
and finding he could not intimidate, he called 
off his warriors and returned quietly to his 
encampment. 

The next morning the haughty chief apolo- 
gized for the insult, and desired that the coun- 
cil might be reqewed. To this the Governor 
consented, takinj|^.liie precaution to have two 
companies o(^pm6tk, .under arms, to protect 
Vincennes. "At this second meeting Tecum- 
the denied the intention of an attack, but 
said that he had been advised to the course he 
had pursued by two white men who had visited 
his residence a' short time previous, and who 
told him that the people were opposed to the 
Governor, and were willing to give back the 
land. At this interview, the chief conduct- 
•ed himself with perfect respect toward the 
Governor, but still insisted upon the argu- 
ments he had urged the previous day. He 
said he was determined to insist upon the old 
boundary. He was openly supported in tl 
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resolution by several chiefs of five different 
tribes. The council ended by the Governor 
telling him that his words should be reported 
to the President* 

Still anxious to reconcile Tecumthe, the 
Governor visited him the next day at his own 
camp. The chief had by this time been taught 
to respect his guest, And his proud spirit bent 
before his sujjerior.^MR. Harbison was re* 
ceived with kindness and the most polite at* 
tention. Almost alone, he went in among 
many hundreds of rude warriors, but Tecum* 
THE well knew that he must respect a man 
possessed of such true courage* He himself 
had been afraid to venture with forty warriors, 
to the Governor's house. The Governor was, 
now in Tecumthe's shantee with but half a 
dozen attendants. 

They remained together for a long time, but 
the chief still adhered to all his previous 
grounds, with the most provoking obstinacy, 
and when the Governor told him that he felt 
confident the President would not agr^e to 
his proposals, he haughtily replied :— > 

** Well, as the great chief is to determine 
the matter, I hope the Great Spirit will put 
eenae enough in hit bead to induce dim to di- 



OF WnXUM HENBY flAJlRISON. 127 

rect jou to give up this land* It is true, he is 
«o far off that he will not be injured hy the 
war. He may sit still in his town, and dpnk 
his wine, while you and I have to fight it 
out." n 

Sodnafter this Tecumthe withdrew to the 
Prophet's town, and a trader in whom Cover- 
por Harrison had the utmost confidence, re- 
ported that the Prophet had at least a thou- 
sand souls under his control. But a few 
months more had passed, when further infor- 
mation reached Vincennes, that nearly one 
tliousand warriors were assembled at Tippe- 
canoe — many of them from the northren 
tribes — and that a general combination was 
openly talked of. The Governor immediately 
sent for a leading member of the Shaker So- 
ciety, (who had asserted that the Prophet was 
4ilmost as good a Shaker as he was himself,) 
and endeavoured to prevail upon him to take 
t message to the prophet. 

In this message the Governor pictured the 
disastrous consequences of a general war, and 
used the following expression' : — " Brothers 1 
I am myself of the Long Knife fire. As soon 
as they hear my voice, you wilUee them pour- 
ing forth their swarms of hunting-shirt meui 
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as numerous as the mosquitoea dn the shored 
of the Wabash. Brothers ! take care of theif 
stings." 

In answer to this, Tecumthe sent Word that 
he would meet the Governor in eighteen days^ 
" to wash away all those bad stories." He 
arrived on the 27th of July, 1811, with three 
hundred men. At the council he appeared 
with two hundred warriors all armed, while 
the Governor was at the head of a full troop 
of dragoons, armed but dismounted. A 
rain coming on, the meeting adjourned to the 
next day, when the business proceeded. 

The Governor demanded that two Pptawa- 
tamie murderers who were at Tippecanoe, 
should be given up. *' It is not right," said 
Tecumthe, ** to punish these people. They 
ought to be forgiven, as well as those who 
have recently murdered my people at the Il- 
linois. The whites should follow my example 
in forgiving ; I have forgiven the Ottawas and 
the Osages." He wished matters to remain 
as they were, until he could return from a 
visit which he was about to make to the south- 
ern Indians ; then, he said, he would go to 
Washington himself, and settle all their dif- 
ficulties with the President. ** In the mean- 
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while,'* he said, ^ I will despatch messengers 
to all the neij^hboring tribes, (who . are wholly 
under my contcol,) to prevent further mis- 
chief." 

When he had concluded, he offered the 
Governor a quantity of wampum in atone- 
ment for the murders. The present was re- 
fused with an indignant reply, and the coun- 
cil broke up. Tecumthe returned to Tippe- 
canoe, and shortly after, attended by only a 
few followers, commenced his journey to the 

4B0Uth. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Conduct of the Prophet — Gathering of the Indians at TMppeca- 
noe— The Governor receives orders to march against tho 
Indians— Volunteers flock to his standards-March of the army. 
Great skill of tho commander in choosing routes, crossing Pino 
Creeki &c. 

The Prophet's town was the grand centre 
for all the Indians, and Tecumthb was care- 
ful, wherever he found them willing to engage 
in the combination, to send them at once to 
his brother. Here they were not allowed to 
retrograde in their determination, for they 
were surrounded by hundreds gathered from 
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various tribes, all colleeted for the same pur- 
pose, and cotistantly hurangued by the Pro- 
phet, who touched every chord to rouse their 
feelings, and fed them with new themes to ex- 
cite their superstitions. He practised awful 
incantations, and revived many of the ancient 
rites of the Indians He indulged the spirit 
of prophecy to its fullest extent, and told his 
followers of hundreds of charms which he 
could give to protect them from the weapons 
of the white man. 

Having duped his followers into a convic- 
tion that he could do all he said, hQ encour- 
aged them to make assaults upon the more 
exposed settlements. Houses were robbed, 
horses stolen — and soon, even murders were 
committed. His encampment was daily fill- 
ing up with the bold and daring of even the 
most distant tribes, and his force soon amount- 
ed to more than one thousand warriors. 

Called together for the express purpose of 
attacking the whites, they became restless and 
uneasy. Their savage habits could bear no 
restraint, nor did the Prophet attempt to con- 
trol them in their lawless desires. Parties roved 
about the country, and scarcely rose the sun 
but his rays fell upon the mangled bodies of 
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lielpless women dnd children, and tbe smoking 
ruins of the settler^s MAn. 

These outrages cooM no longer be bomet 
and Governor Harrison proceeded to place 
the territory in as defensible. a position as its 
limited resources would allow. At bis own 
earnest solicitation, and the repeated petitions 
of the people, in 1811, he received directions 
from the President to march against the Pro-* 
phet's town with an armed force. He was, 
however, commanded peremptorily to avoid 
hostilities " of any kind, or to any degree, n^t 
indispensably required." 

The news of the Governor's authority to 

* 

march against the Indians, was xeceived with 
rapture through the whole west, particularly 
in Kentucky, where it was met with joy and 
delight. 

The people bad suffered so long — ^the coun- 
try had been so completely overrun by the 
savages, and so many barbarities had been 
practised upon the settlers, that they burned 
for revenge, and in crowds volunteered their 
services for the dangerous expedition* The 
people knew their commander to be brave, 
patriotic and skilful, and many of the first 
men in the country flocked eagerly to |iis 
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Standard. Greneral Samubl Wblls, previous* 
ly distinguished in similar service — Colonel 
Abraham Owbn, a vetenm in Indian warfare 
— J0.SEPH H. Daviess, an eminent lawjer, 
rushed to the side of the intrepid Harbison. 
Colonel G01GER raised a small company of 
young men near Louisville, and joined the 
gallant leader* Croghan, OTallon, Ed- 
wards, Shipp, and Cheem, aflerward distin- 
guished oj£.cers of our army, were among the 
brave men who came to Harrison's assist- 
ance. Colonel Boyd's regiment, the fourth 
United States Infantry, was, at his request,, 
placed under the command of the western 
hero. 

The army numbered a little over nine 
hundred, but they were gallant men, deter- 
mined to do or die. Three hundred and fifty 
were in£uitry of the regular service. The 
rest were volunteer militia from Indiana, ex-- 
cepting sixty or seventy men from Kentucky.: 
One hundred and twenty w«re dragoons. We 
have already described the mode of formations 
introduced by Waynb, and so successfully 
pcactised In 17M; — Governor IIarbibon im-^ 
mediat^^ commenced imttructtng his soldienr 
in the same maoBer. 
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The army commenced its march from Fort 
Hiirritfon, a post on the Wabash about sixty 
miles above Yincennes, on, the 28th of October. 
Application was made to the Prophet, through 
the Delaware and Miami Indians, for the sur- 
render of the two Potawatamie murderers al- 
luded to in the speech of Tbcumthe, in the 
preceding chapter; cmd also for the return 
of a number of horses which had been stolen 
from the whites. The demand was treated 
with contempt, and the envoys with insolence. 
The Prophet even went so fair as to send off a 
war party, with directions to, massacre any 
white men they might find. They advanced 
so nea^r upon the army as to fire upon the 
sentinel. The brothers had their plans so far 
prepared, that Ol-li-wa-chi-ca thought it was 
no longer necessary even to pretend friendship 
with the United States ; and though his bro- 
ther was absent, he thought his position suffi- 
ciently safe to resist any force that could at 
that time be brought against him. 

The American troops on their march to 
Tippecanoe, were encamped in th^ order of 
battle ; and moved so that they would form 
for action almost instantly. The inlhntry 
marched in two columns, tiogk file, while the 
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cavalry and mounted riflemen, covered the 
advance, flank and rear. Thus by ^ single 
evolution, the army could present two lines 
to receive the enemy at any point, or form a ' 
hollow square. The dragoons and riflemen 
changed positions at the ground varied, so 
that they were kept where it was best adapted 
to their respective modes of fighting. 

Five friendly Indians and a Frenchman 
acting as scouts were kept out constantly, and 
advanced guards to protect the main body 
from savage ambuscade. The situation of 
the commander was a trying one — a horde of 
blood-thirsty Indidns in advance; prepared 
for war and led by a skilful chief; numerous 
and widely scattered settlements in his renr^ 
dependent upon him for protection. Although 
Mr. Eustis, the secretary of war, had written 
to him, " The banditti under the I^rbphet are 
to be attacked and vanquished ;*^ yet he im- 
mediately added ** pren^ided such a measure 
shall be deemed absohttely necessary ;" and 
from the moderate tone of the order, the com- 
mander was to fight when attacked and not be- 
fi3re. Thus the enemy had the choice of time, 
place and manner; while Governor Harrison 
could only take precautionary measures. 
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Juflt beyond Fort Harrison two routes were 
presented. Causing a road to be made on the 
south side of the Wabash, the arm j advanced 
upon it a short distance, wh^n by an admira- 
ble movement, the Governor threw his whole 
force across the river, and marched over wide 
plains where there was but little opportunity 
for a secret attack. « By this manoeuvre tlie 
plans of the Indians were totally frustrated, 
and for three days no sign of an enemy was 
seen. 

For several days the 8^ut« bad not been in, 
and it was unceirtai^wllethdiiahe Indiana hftd 
passed the army with tfi0 view of attacking^ 
the settlements, or had retired to Tippecanoe. 
The towns were much exposed, particularly 
Viucennes, which at that time was the most 
westerly. The idea of an attack upon this 
place so distressed the Governor as to drive 
from him his accustomed slumber. He arose 
in the night and having sent for Major Jor- 
DON, of the Indlllna volunteers, directed him 
to take forty picked men, and proceed at once 
back to Vincennes, to' protect that post, and 
place it and otlier exposed settlements, upon 
their guard. In case of any disaster to the 
army, he was to fortify the court house, and 
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such Other buildings as could be defended — 
remove the women and children into, them, 
and send expresses to the Governor of Ken- 
tucky, inviting volunteers. 

By Major Jordon the Governor wrote to 
his friend, Dr. ScoTTt (who was at Vincennes 
to attend Mh. Harrison in an expected indis- 
position) that his only uneasiness was for the 
wives and children of himself and his brave 
companions. That he had no fears for the 
success of the campaign. That he was awnre 
that he was much exposed, because nearly all 
the ^dians k^w his pori^^(^nd were hostile 
to him. Thntnis lifb was in the hands of his 
Creator, and Dr. Scott mi^ht rest assured 
that he would Qting no disgrace upon the 
character of a pupil of Wayne. Should he 
fall he recommended his family to the care of 
his friend.* 



!■*■ 



* Dr. Scott, the gentleman to whom this letter was addressed* 
afterwards commanded the first regiment of i Kentucky volun* 
tears under General Harrison. His regiment c<vnposed a part 
of the detachment ordered by the General from Fort Wayne, 
to destroy the Potaw&tamie tbwn^ at Elk Hart. Being ia bad 
health, the General desired him not to accompany the detach? 
ment, assuring him that there would be no fighting, as the In- 
dians could not assemble in that quarter in time to make bmA 
against the detachment In despite of these remonstrances, 
the gallant Colonel appeared at the head of his regiment, and 
declared that no other person should lead it towards the enemy, 
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Major JoRDON performed the duty intrusted 
to him, though he expressed much reluctance 
in being called from that whic^i promised to be 
more active service. November 4th, the army 
arrived at Pine creek, and prepared to cross 
its difficult pass. The course of the stream 
for many miles above its confluence with the 
Wabash, is through a deep channel, among 
immense rocks, forming frequent and perpen- 
dicular precipices. The crossings are few, 
and through narrow defiles ; so that the regu- 
lar order of the army must, be broken, and 
open to ambuscades. ' in 1786 and 1790, 
American troops had been surprised on this 
very spot. A Hke danger to the present ex- 
pedition was prevented by the consummate 
skill of the Governor, who suddenly quitted 
the usual path, and passed the creek at anoth- 
er place, which he had ordered to h^ surveyed 
the previous night. 

In this march the Governor displayed Uiat' 
superior tact for which he has always been re- 
markable. By crossing the Wabash directly 

-while he was able to mount his horse. The service was effect- 
ed without opposition ; bat the patriotic Colonel was taken sick 
upon his return, and shortly afterwards expired « a victiin to his 
high sense of military etiquette.— Note by Jud^ Hall, in hia 
Memoirs of Hanriton 
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after leaving Fort Harrison, he completely 
deceived the enemy. By choosing a new spot 
where to cross Pine creek, he effectually frus- 
trated any secret design his foe might have 
formed, and was in the heart of the enemy's 
country and in front of his town, almost be 
fore the Indians knew of his march. 



CHAPTER XVL 

March of the army— The Governor's conduct and care— A fla^ 
sent forward— The messenger insulted— The encampment^ 
Battle of Tippecanoe. 

On the evening of the 5tlj of November, 
the army encamped within nine or ten miles 
of Tippecanoe, and the march upon the day 
following wps conducted with the greatest cau- 
tion, to avoid a surprise. About midday, the 
Indians began to show themselves, and to 
make insulting gestures to the soldiers. The 
interpreters called to them, but they would 
not listen. Having reached a favorable spot 
for an encampment, within a mile and a half 
of the town, the Governor determined to re- 
main there and fortify his position until he 
could hear from the fiiendly Indiiia« whoia 
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he had despatched from Fort Harrison, with 
a message to the Prophet, the day he left that 
place. He had as yet received no intelligence 
from them. While he was making a survey 
Major Daviess and several other officers, 
urged an immediate attack upon the town. 
It was represented to him that the Indiann 
only threatened and insulted the interpreters 
— that their evident intention was to fight— 
that the troops were in excellent spirits and 
full of confidence, and that the present was 
the time to march. To tliis the Governor re- 
plied, that he still expected to hear from the 
friendly Indians — that he knew the spirit of 
the troops, and that however determined tlie 
Indians might be for a fight, they would never 
do so unless all things were in their favor. 
He wns therefore determined not to advance, 
until he knew precisely the situation of the 
town, and the character of the ground around 
it, and between it and the camp. He said it 
was his duty to take care that they should not 
engage in a situation where their valor would 
be useless. That at present^ a corps upon 
which he placed great reliance would be un- 
able to act — that ** the experience of the last 
two hours ought to conviace every offieeri that 
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no reliance should be placed upon the guide?, 
as to the topography of the country — that, re«- 
Ijing on their information, the troops had 
been led into a situation so unfavorable, that 
but for the celerity with which they 'changed 
their position, a few Indians might have de- 
stroyed them : he was therefore determined 
not to advance to the town, until he had pre- 
viously reconnoitered, either in person, or by 
some one on whose judgment he could rely." 
Major Daviess stated that he and his adju- 
tant had surveyed the country and he de- 
scribed it to the Governor. The latter now 
determined to advance, and Captain T. Du- 
bois offered his services to carry a flag. The 
Captain started forward with an interpreter, 
and the army moved slowly after, in order of 
battle. 

The gallant envoy had not been gone long 
before he sent back a messenger to say that 
the Indians were around him in considerabfe 
numbers, and endeaf onng to cat him off from 
the army ; and that they would not listen to 
the interpreter. The Governor immediately 
recalled the Captain, aad resolving to treat the 
Indians as enemies, moved on to attack them. 
He was met directly after by three Indians, 
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one a couosellorof the Prophet* They were 
sent to know why the army was advancing 
4ipon them, and stated that the Prophet wished 
to avoid hostilities, and had sent a pacific, mes- 
sage by the Indians despatched by the Gov- 
ernor from Fort Hotrison, but that these mea 
had unfortunateJy lakea the southern route in 
their return, aad thus niissed the artnyf A 
Duspension of hostilities was agreed upon, 
with the understanding that a council should 
be held the next day, to agree on terms of 
peace, the Governor informing the Indians 
that he would go on to the Wabash, and there 
encamp for the night. The Governor soon 
came in sig^t of the town, which stood on a 
commanding eminence at some distance op 
the river. Major Davibss mistook some scat- 
tering houses for the town itself* The army 
was still upon the march, ihe oountry below 
the town being unfavorable for an encamp- 
nient ; and such was the order, that bj a sin* 
gle conversion of companies, all were ready 
for battle. A change of position being di- 
rected in consequence of the dragoons having 
become entangled in underwood, the Indians 
supposed their town was to be attacked, and 
they prepared to defend it. The Governoir 
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rode forward himself, and calling some Indian* 
to him, told them that be had no intention of 
attacking them, but that he was seeking a pro- 
per location for an encampment, and for that 
purpose was going above the town* One of 
the savages acquainted with the Governor, 
told him that the creek they had crossed below, 
led to the north of the town, running through 
the prairie, and two officers were despatched 
to examine the spot. These soon returned, 
and reported that they had found an elevated 
situation, with plenty of fuel and water. 

^^ An idea was propagated by the enemies 
of Harrison," says McAff^e, *^ after the bat- 
tle of Tippecanoe, that the Indians had forced 
him to encamp on a place chosen by them as 
suitable for the attack they intended. The 
place, however, was chosen, by Majors Tay- 
lor and Clarke, after examining all the en- 
virons of the town ; and when the army of 
General Hopkins was there in the following 
year, they all united in the opinion that a bet- 
ter spot to resist Indians was not to be found 
in the whole country. 

** The army now marched -to the place se- 
lected, and encamped, late in the evening, on 
a dry piece of ground which rose abouv tea 
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feet abov« the level of a marshy prairie in 
front towards the town, and about twice as 
high above a similar prairie ia the cear; 
through which, near the bank^ ran a small 
stream clothed with willows and brushwood* 
On the left of the encampment, this bench of 
land became wider ; on the right it gradually 
narrowed, and terminated in an abrupt pointy 
about one hundred and fifty yards from the 
right fiank. The two columns of infantry 
occupied the front and rear. The right) flank 
being about eight yards wide, was filled with 
Captain Spencer^s company of eighty men. 
The left flank, about one hundred and fifty 
yards in extent, was composed of three com* 
panics of mounted rifleme|i9 under General 
Wells, commanding as Major.'* 

The place selected for the encampment was 
about three fourths of a mile from Tippe- 
canoe. The front line was formed by Major 
Floyd,8 U. S. infantry, and Colonel Bartho- 
lomew's Indiana militia. The rear was com- 
posed of Captain Baen's U. S. infantry, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Decker's Indiana vojon- 
teers. Spencer's men were volunteer rifle- 
men from Indiana. General Wru 
mand consisted of Robb*i com] 
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dinnn volunteers and Guioer^s compaDj of 
Tolunteers, part from the latter territory, and 
part from Kentucky. A part of the goYernment 
troops covered the left front and rear angles* 
Major Daviess^ reserve cavalry were stationed 
in the rear of the left flank of the front line. 
The following deserrptioti we give from 
McAffee, the author already quoMd. 

*^ The order given to the army, in the event 
of a night attack, was for each corps to inain- 
tain its ground at all hazards till relieved* 
The dragoons were, directed in such case to 
parade dismounted, with their swords on and 
their pistols in their belts, and to wait flor or- 
ders. The guard for the night consisted of 
two captains' commands of twenty-four men 
and four non-commissioned officers ; and two 
subalterns' guards of twenty men and non- 
commissioned officers — the whole under the 
command of a field officer of the day. 

** On the night of the 6th of November, the 
troops went to rest, as usual, with their clothes 
and accoutrements on, and their arms by their 
sides. The officers were ordered to sleep in 
the same manner, and it was the Governor's 
invariable praetice to be ready to mount his 
horse at a momenVs warning. On the ttioro* 
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in'g of the 7th, he arose at a quarter before 
4 o'clock, and sat by the fire conversing with 
the gentlemen of his family, who were reeling 
.ing on their blankets waiting for the signal^ 
which in a few minutes would have been 
given, for the troops to torn out The orderly 
drum had already been roused &r the reveiilleir 
The moon had risen, b«it afforded little lights 
in consequence of being overshadowed by 
clouds, wiiich occasionally discharged a driz* 
Elin«r rain. At this momeat the attack com* 
menced%* 

*' The treacherous Indians had crept Up so 
near the sentries as to hear them .challenge 
when relieved. They intended to rush upon 
the sentries and kill them before they could 
fire ; but one of them discovered an Indian 
t^reeping towards him in the grass, and fired» 

• Upon the first alann th0 Governor mouttted hit hor^e, and 
proceeded towards the point of a.ttack ; aikd findinjg; the line 
much weakened thei^, he ordered two comiMniea from Ihe cei»* 
tre of the rear line to march op, and form across the angle in 
the rear of Bartends and Guig:dr'8 companies. In passing 
threogh the camp towards the left bf the ttot^ Mne, he met witl| 
Major Daviess, who informed him ^t the Indians, concealed he^ 
hind some trees near the line, Wiife annoying the troops reiy 
severely in thai quarter, and requested pevrabsfon to didodge 
them. In attempting this exploit he IsH mottaUy Wounded, «• 
did Cokmel Isaac White of IndiaiiAt who acttd aia vohMSMr iA 
fais troop.— Judgs HalL 
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This was immediately followed by the Indian 
yell, and a desperate charge upon the lef^ 
flank. The guard in that quarter gave way, 
and abandoned their officer without making 
any resistance. Captain Barton's company 
of regulars, and Captain Guioer's company 
of mounted rifl<emen, forming the left angle 
of the rear Ifne, received the first onset. The 
fire there was excessive r but the troops who 
had lain on their arms, were immediately pre- 
pared to receive, and had gallantry to resist the 
furious savage assailants. 

** The manner of the attack was calculated 
to discoun^e and terrify the men ; yet as 
soon as they could be formed and posted, 
they maintained their ground with despemte 
valor, though but few of them had ever be> 
fore been in battle^r The iires of the camp 
were extinguished immediately, as the light 
they afforded was more serviceable to the In- 
dians than to our men.''* 

** In the mean time the attack on Spencer*s 
and Warwick's companies, en the right, be- 
came very severe. Captain Spencer and his 
lieutenants were all killed, and Captain War- 

* Except thMe of Burton's and Goiger's eDmpanie8,<which th* 
fuddennness of the attack left no time to pvrt out.— HalU 
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wick was mortnlly wounded. The Governor, 
in passing towards that flank, found Captain 
Robb's company near the centre of the camp« 
They had been driven from their post ; or 
rather, had fallen back without orders* He led 
them to the aid of Captain Spb^Icer, where 
they fought very bravely, having seventeeii 
men killed during the battle. While tlie Gov- 
ernor was leading this company into actiili^ 

dolonol Owen, his aid, was killed at bifl aid^. 

» 

This gallant officer was mounted i^n a white 
horse, and as the Governor had ridden a grey 
on the day before, it is probable that Owen 
was mistaken for him, as it is certain that he 
was killed by one of the only Indians who 
broke through '^he lines, and who are sup- 
posed to have resolved to sacrifice themselves 
in an attempt to insure victory by killing the 
commander-in-chief. The Governor happened 
not to be mounted on his own grey ; his servant 
had accidentally tied that animal apart from 
the other horses belonging to the general stafi^ 
and in the confusion occasioned by the attack, 
not being able to find this hor^c^ as quickly 
as was desirable, the Governor mounted 
another. 

'* Captain Pbescott's company of U. S. inr 
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fantiy had filled up the vacancy caused hf 
the retreat of Robb's company. Soon after 
Datiess was wounded, Captain Snellino,. by 
order of the Gofernor, charged tfpon the same 
Indians^and dislodged them with considerable 
k>88, Tlie> battla Wa» im)w maintained on all 
sides with jte^nite talor. The Indians ad- 
vanced ftnd retreated by a rattling noise made 
with deer beofli i they fought with enthusiasm, 
end seemed determined on victory or death.'*^ 
As soon as it was daylight, the companies 
of Snelling, PosEr» Scott and Wilson, 
were taken from the rear and formed on the 
left flank, and those of Cook and Baen were 
ordered to the right. General Wells was 
directed to command the corps on the left, and 
with the aid of some dragoons, who were now 
mounted, to charge the enemy in that direc- 
tion. The service was gallantly performed, 
and the Indians were driven into a swamp, 
where the cavalry could not follow. *' At the 
same time," says McAffee, ** Cook's and 
Lieutenant Larrabjb's companies, with the 
aid of the riflemen and militia on the right 
flank, charged the Indians and put them to 
flight in that quarter, which terminated the 
batUe.'* 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

« . 

Governor Harrison's conduct at the Battle of Tippecanoe— ffli 
danger and his courage— Testiaaony of aprivate— Resdutioa 
of the Kentucky Legislature^Same of Indiana Legislature- 
Testimony of the militia-' Opinion of President Madisod^Trial 
and condemnation of the negro— His pardoB--GovemortHar> 
rison's letter on the subject-'-Movements of Teciunthe and tlM 
Prophet— Return of the troops to Ylncennes; 

So much has been said about the celebrated 
and gallant action recorded in the preceeding 
chapter, that we do not feel disposed .to allow 
the subject to pass from our hands without 
a few brief remarks upon the conduct of the 
distinguished commander. We feel more 
particularly called upon so to do, from the 
fact, that since we have been engaged upon 
this work, it has been stated to a friend of the 
author, by a gentleman who ought to have 
been better acquainted with the history of his 
country, that ** General Harrison ran away 
at the battle of Tippecanoe !** 

Let us recapitulate a few facts for the bene- 
fit of the person alluded to, and all others 
who are wilfully ignorant of the leading 
events of the history of their own land. Got- 
ernor Harrison mounted a horse upon the 
first tap of the drpm. The army encamped 
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in order of battle, the commander himself 
having appointed the various positions of the 
troops* So anxious waa be to act at once, that 
he mounted the first borse that came in hid 
way, without waiting for his groom to bring 
his own chargef. In the midst of the action,, 
finding that the men were giving way in u 
particular part of the field, he himse)f headed 
two companies, and marched them into the 
rery thickest of the fire. In leading this 
force, hts aid was shot from his horse, by 
his side ; and the Governor received a ball 
through the rim of his hat, at the same 
moment. He still led the two companies for- 
ward, 6nd sa destructive was the fire that 
from only one of these companies, seventeen 
men fell dead upon the field. Such was hi» 
conduct. Let us now go back a few years 
and examine his danger. He had been upon 
the frontier moretban seventeen years, during^ 
the whole of which tinoie he was in constant 
— -almoflt daiiy intercourae wkh the savages.. 
The leftding men liro» iiear>y all the western 
tribes, had met him in eouneil,. and his person 
was known to them» Frequent attempts had 
been made to assassinate hin^ and the Id- 
dians thought if they could but pst bin 
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out of the way, they might easily overcome 
the whole army. Men had been picked out 
for the express purpose of murdering him, 
and only the night before the action a negro 
was arrested, who was lurking near the Gov- 
ernor's marquee with the intention of killing 
him in his sleep. At the ttme of the action, 
this fellow was a prisoner in the camp. — Tp 
Governor Harrison's courage we have the 
testimony of all the soldiers, officers and pri^ 
vates who ever served with him. 

In a small work published at Keene, New 
Hampshire, as long ago as 1816, entitled, ** A 
Journal of two campaigns of the Fourth Re- 
giment of United States Infantry, by Adnra 
Walker, a private in the 4th Regiment," the 
name of Harrison is frequently mentioned in 
terms of the warmest admiraton. It is not 
probable lliat the Governor ever knew the 
author, yet the latter undoubtedly speaks the 
views of all the common soldiers of the army. 
In his account of the battle of Tippttcanoe, 
Mr. Walker uses the following language. 

'* General Harrison received a shot through 
the rim of his hat. In the heat of fhe action 
bis voice was frequently heard, and easily dis- 
tiaguishedi giving his orders in the same calm» 
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cool, and collected manner, with which we 
had been used to receive them in drill or pa- 
rade. The confidence of the troops in the 
General was unlimited." 

In the battle af Tippecanoe, Kentucky lost 
many of her bravest men, yet the legislature 
immediately passed the following resolu- 
tion : — 

" Resolved^ That in the late campaign 
against the Indians on the Wabash, Governor 
W. H. Harrison has, in the opinion of this 
legislature, behaved like a hero, a patriot and 
n general ; and that for his cool, deliberate, 
skilful, and gallant conduct in the late battle^ 
of Tippecanoe, he deserves the warmest 
thanks of the nation." 

Complimentary resolutions were also passed 
by the legislature of Indiana, mentioning the 
'* integrity," " superior capacity," and " im- 
portant services of the Governor. The militia 
who served in the campaign, immediately 
upon their return, held a meeting, at which 
they expressed unanimously their entire con- 
fidence in their commander ; stating that their 
success was owing " to his masterly conduct 
in the direction and manceuvring of the 
troops." 
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The opinion of the government with fcs" 
pect to the action, is nobly give^^in a message 
from tlie excellent President Madisox to Con- 
gress, under the date of December 18, 1811. 
The Executive conveyed his opinion in the 
following language: — 

*' While it is deeply to be lamented, that so 
many valuable lives have been lost in the ac- 
tion which took place on the 7th ult. Con* 
gress will see with satisfaction the dauntless 
spirit and fortitude victoriously displayed by 
every description of troops engaged, as well 
as the collected £u'mness which distinguished 
the commander, on an occasion requiring^ the 
utmost exertion of valor and discipline/' 

No one, with these facts before him, can 
question the courage of William Henry Har- 
risen. He was not one to be frightened by 
powder and ball, and the man who would at* 
tempt to tear one leaf from the glorious chap- 
let which encircles his brow, is no republican 
and deserves not the name of American. The 
soldiers of a republic must be patriots. They 
have no title of nobility to look forward to— 
they have no recompense but the applause of 
their cout^Pmen, and the proud consoiouft* 
uess of Imving done their duty« 
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Immediately after the action, those op- 
posed to the war claimed a part of the glorjr 
of the day for Colonel Boyd, which claim 
however was resisted by all the army, and by 
none more strenuously than Colonel Boyd^s 
corps itself. A drum-head court marshal was 
called to try the negro prisoner already men- 
tioned, and* Colonel Boyd was appointed 
president. The pnsoner was convicted of 
deserting to the enemy, under circumstances 
from which it was concluded that he had re- 
turned to tke camp for the purpose of assas 
sinating the Governor. He was sentenced to 
suffer death. The sentence wajs approved, 
and he was to be executed in one hour, but the 
troops could not be called from their labor to 
witness his death. ?r 

We are not writing a defence of Ha^ison. 
He requires nothing of the kind. Mtk are 
giving a fair and unprejudiced accoitnjrof h\» 
life from facts, and we leave the fact^S) speak 
for themselves. In a letter to Governor Scott 
of Kentucky, in speaking of the niegro, Mr. 
Harrison ihus writes : — 

" The fact was that I began to. pity him. 






and could not screw myself up ^ApBi point of 
giving the fatal order. If he ha4 fa#n out of 
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my sight he would have been executed ; but 
when he was first taken, General Wells and 
Colonel Owen, who were old Indian fighters, 
as we had no irons to put on him, had secured 
him after the Indian fashion. This is done 
by throwing a person on his back, splitting a 
log and cutting notches in it to receive the 
ankles, then replacing the severed parts^ and 
compressing them together with forks, driven 
over the log into Hhe ground. The arms %re 
extended and tied to stakes secured in the 
same manner. The situatioQ^|^^9.fi0rBOii 
thus placed, is as uneasy as can possibly be 
conceived. The poor wretch thus confined 
lay before my fire, his face receiving the rain 
that occasionally fell, and his eyes constantly 
turned upon me, as if imploring mercy. I 
could not withstand the appeal, and I deter* 
mined to give him another chance for hisU^. 
I had all the commissioned officers assembled, 
and told them that his fate depended upon 
them. £fbme were for executing him, and I 
believ«r that a majority would have been 
against him^ but for the interference of the 
gaHent Snellino. "Brave comrades," said 
he, " let us save him. - The wretch deserves 
to die ; but as our commaiider, whose life was 
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more particularly his object, is willing to spafe 
him, let us also forgive him. I hope, at leasts 
that every officer of the 4th regiment will be 
on the side of mercy/' Spelling prevailed ; 
and Ben was brought to this place, where he 
was dfecharged." 

" During the. time of the contest,*' says 
McAffee, '* the Prophet kept himself secure 
on an adjacent eminence, singing a war-song« 
He had told his followers that the Great 
Spirit would render the army of the Ameri- 
cans unsuccessful, and that their bullets would 
not hurt the Indians, wlio would have light) 
while their enemies would be involved iti 
darkness. Soon after the battle commenced^ 
he was informed that his^men were falling 
He told them to fight on, it would soon be as 
he predicted, and he began to sing louder.'* 

At the time of the battle, Tecumthb was 
still at the south, and when he returned was 
much exasperated, surprised, and mortified 
at the conduct of the Prophet. , He saw at 
once that he must take a decided^,^;stand, 
and he did so, in favor of the English. ,^ The 
defeat of the Indians had in a mei|||ire, 
opened their eyes with respect to the power 
of the Prophet. The blow had been struck 
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'Xg3 soon, Tecumthe was not yet ready. He 
had not enlisted al^ he wished. The opposing 
forces at the hattle are stated by one authority 
to have been about equal — by another, it is 
said the Indians out numbered the Americans, 
by at least two hundred. The enemy never 
showed more courage. Thirty-eight warriors 
were left dead upon the field, and manylnore 
t)nly lived to reach the town. The number 
of their wounded has never been accurately 
4[iscertained. The Americans hod about fifly 
killed, and nearly one hundred wounded, out 
of eight hundred troops engaged. 

Tecumthe and his brother, were seen for 
the last time previous to their joining the Bri-^ . 
tish, at Fort Wayne. Tecumthe then told " 
the commander that he was going to Maiden, 
" to receive from the British twelve horse-loads 
of ammunition for the use of his people at 
Tippecanoe." A letter from the commander 
said that the Prophet arrived there on the 12th 
of July, 1812, with one hundred Winnebagoes 
and KickapQos and had completely duped 
the Indian agent with professions of friend- 
ship. While here a message came from Te- 
cumthe advising his brother to unite the In- 

clians as soon as possible for a decisive blow 

O 
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upon Vincennes, and send the women and 
children beyond the Mississippi. The next 
day Ol-li-wa-chi-ca sent a reply, and the 
messengers stole the commander's horses to 
carry them forward. 

The whole of the day of the battle was oc- 
cupied in fortifying the camp*: burying the 
dead, and assisting the wounded. On the 
8th, the town was reconnoitered. It was well 
fortified, but totally deserted. A large quan- 
tity of corn ; all the household utensils and 
some guns and ammunition were found. 
Some dead bodies were discovered in th6 
houses, and quite a number half buried in 
the gulHes. On the 9th, the army prepared 
to return. Every wagon was required to 
transport the wounded. The GTovernor ex- 
plained to the officers the necessity of de- 
stroying the baggage, and set the example by 
ordering all his own camp furniture to be 
broken and burned. At the block house on 
the Wabash the wounded were placed iil 
boats, while the rest of the array continued 
their way to Vincennes, by land. 
- In December, several chiefs came to Vinceir* 
•nes to settle all difficulties, and in March, others 
came from all the tribes but the Shawanees.' ' 
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CHAPTER XVm. 

Little Turtle writes to Governor Harrison— Arrival of Deputies — 
Council at Mississinniway — Another at Maiden — Conduct of 
tltf British and Indians — ^the United States declare war against 
Great Britain— Dinner to Harrison — His letter to the Govern- 
ment — Governor Harrison appointed Major Geiveral by Brevet, 
by Govefnor Scott— Winchester appointed to the command, 
and Harrison appointed Brigadier General — Troops induced to 
march through General Harrison's advice. 

On the 25th of January, 1812, the Little 
Turtle, previously mentioned, wrote to Gov- 
ernor Harrison, from Fort Wayne, This 
was in answer to a message sent to the Miami . 
^nd Eel-River Indians. The Turtle regret- 
ted the battle of Tippecanoe, yet thought it 
would " be the means of making the peace 
which ought to exist, respected." He stated 
that all the Prophet's followers, except two 
camps of his own tribe had left him. That 
Tecumthe had just joined him with only eight 
men — that the Indians would visit Vincen- 
nes whenever requested by the Governor — and 
that he (the Turtle) would inform the Gov- 
ernor of all the movements of the Indians. 

Unfortunately the services of the Turtle 
were cut short about six months after. He died 
Rt Fort Wayne, July 14, 18X2, and was buried 



160 LIFE AND TIMES 

with the honors of war. His disease was re- 
ported ** gout,'* by the army surgeon. 

In February, eighty deputies, from all the 
tribes engaged in the late troubles, except the 
Shawanees, reached Fort Harrison, on their 
way to Yincennes. In consequence of a pri- 
vate notice of a design upon his person, the 
Governor sent a messenger to meet them, and 
demand the reason of their coming in so large , 
a body. On their arrival they delivered up 
their arms, and evinced the subdued spirit of 
men taught to honor the genius and power of 
him with whom they came to treaty. 

Many of the protestations now made, were 
all deceptions, as we find most of the sam^ 
men meeting a war council of the British, in 
May following, at Mississinniway, and di- 
rectly after, again at Maiden, at which last, 
Elliot, the Indian agent, and the British 
commanding officer were present. At the 
first, the Wyandots began, censuring the 
Shawanees for their late conduct. Tecumthb 
replied, and said that he too was very sorry 
for the affair on the Wabash, but that all dif- 
ficulties with Governor Har,rison had been 
satisfactorily arranged. He also stated, that 
bad he been at home, the battle would never 
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have been fought. He then in turn, censured 
the Potawatamies, The latter replied, call- 
ing the Prophet and his followers, "vaga- 
bond," Tecumthe was answering this, when 
he was stopped by the Dela wares, who wished 
to proclaim peace throughout the land. The 
council was rather for peace. At the subse* 
quent meeting at Maiden, Elliot asked the 
Wyandots if they hod not advised the tribes 
to remain neutral ? To this, Walk-in-the« 
WATER made a spirited reply, throwing up to 
the English, their conduct at Fort Miami, in 
1794, and concluding thus : — J* We say again^ 
we do not wish to have any thing to do with 
the war. Fight your own battles^ but let us, 
your red children, enjoy peace." 

The speaker was interrupted by Elliot, 
*who told him he would hear no more " Amer- 
can talk." Round-Head then came forward 
and took hold of the wampum of Elliot. Te- 
cumthe and Ol-li-wa-chi-ca followed, but the 
Wyandots left the council, and, re-crossed the 
river to Brownstown. The Brownstown Wyan- 
dots were subsequently forced to ally them- 
selves with the British. 

June 18th, 1812, war was declared against 
<xreat Britaia by the United States. The 
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western g^overnors entered with great spiril 
upon preparations of defence for their res- 
pective states. In expectation of a war, the 
English had inflamed the loinds of the Indians, 
and their barbaritieil «k>w became more fre- 
quent and more alarming. The settlers de- 
serted their farms and fled to Yincennes with 
their families, to the protection of Governor 
Harrison. The war ^i|^ popular, and thej 
all were ready to take the field, if required^ 
In this exciteraent-r-when the rich and the 
poor, the learned and the unlearned, were 
flocking to the defence of their country ; att 
with one voice, called for Governor HARRisosr 
to lead them against their enemies, and to hi» 
hand confided their families, honor and pro- 
perty. 

The Governor of Kentucky requested a 
conference, and Mr. Harrison repaired im- 
mediately to Frankfort. The former received 
his friend at the head of the militia, with the 
firing of cannon and the acclamations of the 
populace. All the citizens rushed forward to 
meet him, and to shake the hero by the hand* 
He remained several days at Frankfort, wholly 
occupied with maturing plans for the defence 
of the country. While in Kentucky, a public. 
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dinner was given to him at Lexington/ at 
which he deHvered his opinion in an eloqiteni 
speech. The company was composed of ar- 
dent friends of the war, and he was urged to 
eommit his sentimentf to, writing and address 
them to the Secretary of War* To this he ob- 
jected, until assured by Miu Clat, one of tb^ 
persons present, that such a letter would be 
well received by tbe goyernment. The fol- 
lowing is an extract from the letter alluded to, 
which was writen, August 10th : — 

** If It were certain that General Hull 
would be able, even with the reinforcement 
which is now about to be sent to him, to re- 
duce Maiden and retake Macinac, there would 
be no necessity of sending other troops in 
that direction. But T greatly fear that tbe cap- 
ture of Macinac will give such eclat to the 
British and Indian arms, that the northern 
tribes will pour down in swarms upon Detroit, 
oblige General Hull to act entirely upon the 
defensive and meet, and perhaps overpower, 
the convoys and reinforcements which may be 
sent him. It appears to me, indeed, highly pro- 
bable that the large detachment which is now 
destined for his relief, under Colonel Wells, 
will have to fight its way. 1 rely greatly upon 
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the valor of those troops, but It is possible that 
the event may be adverse to us, and if it is, 
Detroit must fall^ and with it every hope of 
re-establishing our affairs in that quarter until 
tlie next year," * • • «* There are other 
considerations which strongly recommend the 
adoption of this measure. I mean the situa-* 
tion of Chicago, which must be in danger, and 
if it is not well supplied with provisions, the 
danger must be imminent.*' 

This letter was prophetic. Macinac had 
already fallen. Five days after Chicago was 
taken, and a few days after that, Detroit MX 
into the hands of the enemy. The surrender 
of Hull, left the whole frontier exposed. 

Twelve hundred militia were embodied in 
Ohio, to march under Brigadier General Tup- 
PER to the assistance of Hull. Kentucky 
had organized 5,500 men. Most of the^ 
were volunteers — young gentlemen of talent 
and fine prospects, farmers and mechanics of 
standing and character. Colonels Allen and 
Hardin, eminent lawyers ; Major MADisoit 
state auditor ; Colonels Scott and Lewts^ 
experienced Indian fighters ; Captain Simp- 
son, formerly speaker of the House of Rep*. 
resentatives of Kentucky ; the Rev< SamobI* 
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Shannon, who had served as a lieutenant dur- 
ing the revolution, and now went but as. wo}* 
unteer chaplain. 

The trodps were reviewed by Governor 
Scott on the 16th of August, and addressed 
by the^Rev. James Blythe, and Henry Clay. 
"At the very moment," says Judge Hall, 
" when the dastardly Hull was consum- 
mating an act of unparalleled meanness, by 
surrendering an important post, and a gallant 
army, without striking a blow for the honor 
of our flag — ^the unrivalled orator bf Ken-< 
tucky was pouring out those strains of fervid 
eloquence, which would have kindled up the 
latent spark of courage in bosoms less gen* 
erous than those to which he appealed, and 
to which the sons of the hardy pioneers res- 
ponded in bursts of patriotic enthusiasm*" 

The manner of, and reasons for General 
Harrison's being selected to command these 
brave men, are clearly recorded by McAffee, 
whose account we copy :— 

" A few days before the actual attack ou 
Detroit by General Brock, an express had 
been sent by General Hull, to hasten the re 
inforcenient which had been ordered to join 
liim from Kentucky* By this conveyance. 
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several of the principal officers of the -armj 
had written to their friends in Cincinnati, as 
well as to the Governor of Kentucky, stating 
their entire want of confidence in their com- 
mander, and their apprehensions of some fa- 
tal disaster from his miserable arrangements 
and apparent imbecility and cowardice. These 
letters, also, declared it to be the common 
wish of the army, that Geaeral Harrison 
should accompany the expected reinforce- 
ments. He was also very popular in Ken- 
tucky, and was anxiously desired as their com- 
mander by the troops marching from that state 
to the north-western army But the authority 
with which he had been invested by the Presi-* 
dent, did not entitle him to command any 
corps, which was not intended for operations 
in the western territories. 

" The question of giving Harrison the 
command of the detachment on the march 
from Kentucky for Detroit, presented great 
difficulties to the mind of Governor Scott, 
The motives to make the appointment were 
numerous. He had ample testimony of its 
being the wish of the army at Detroit. The 
fourth United States regiment* in particular, 

* To this regiment belonged Mr. Adam Walker, fyom wl.ost 
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^hich liad acquiriBd so much fame nt Tippe-» 
canoe, under the command of Harrtson, he 
was assured by an officer of that corps, were 
eager to see their old commander again placed 
over them. * The same desire was'iA|}t by the 
Kentucky militia ; and the citizens ^^^oed 
their sentiments in every part of the dfMe. 
To these may be added his own ardent at- 
tachment to Gki^ernor Harrison, and entire 
confidence in his fitness for the command. 
The obstacles in the way of the appointment 
Were, that Harrison was not a citizen of 
Kentucky, the laws of which would notsnno 
tion the appointment of any ' other to an 
t)ffice in the militia ; and that a Major Gen- 
eral had already been appointed for the de- 
tached militia, one only being required and 
admissible in that corps. Had Governor 
Scott been capable of shrinking from^ his 
duly and the responsibility of the oecasion, 
he might have easily eyaded this delicate busi- 
ness, as the day ofcr^hich he was deliberating 

■*"^ — ~~-~ I — 1 

narration we have already made an extract, and must now 
take another. In speaking of General Hairison, Mr. Walker 
cays, " lie appeared not disposed to detain any man against his 
inclination, being endowed by nature with a heart as huibane 
lis brave ; in his frequent addresses to the militi^ his eloquence 
-lA'as formed to persuade , appeals were made to reason as well 
te feeling, send never w«r6 mads in vtun ** 
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Upon it, was the last but one that he had ta 
remain in office. 

•* That he might, however, neither act un- 
advisedly, nor appear to assume too much, ia 
this situation, he determined to ask the advice 
of the governor elect, and such members of 
Congress, and officers of the general and 
state governments, as could be conveniently 
collected. At this caucus^ composed of Go- 
ver Shelby, the Hon. Henry Clay, speaker 
of the House of Representatives in Congress, 
the Hon. Thomas Todd, judge of the Federal 
Court, &c., it was unanimously resolved to 
recommend to Governor Scott, to give Har- 
rison a brevet commission of /Major General 
in the Kentucky militia, and authorize hin» 
to take command of the detachment now 
marching to Detroit ; and to reinforce it with 
another regiment which he had called into 
service, and an additional body of mounted 
volunteer riflemen. The Governor conferred 
the appointment agreeably to their advicCf 
which was received with general approbation 
by the people, and was hailed by the troopt 
at Cincinnati with the most enthusiastic joy." 

The object of the campaign being defeated 
by the contemptible conduct of HulL| General 
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HARtiisoN commenced a system of discipltiift 
and organization, to which he devoted the 
most severe and personal attention. All the 
people looked to him with cheerful confideoee, 
and the soldiers never thought of defeat under 
such a leader. . 

Shortly after General Winchbstbr was ap- 
pointed by the War Department to tlie com« 
mand, and Harrison received a Brigadier 
GcperaPs commission, in the United States 
army This appointment General Harrison 
declined, until he could learn whether it would 
make him subordinate to General Winches* 
TEiu Agaiu we copy from McAffbb : — *' The 
troops had confidently expected that General 
Harrison would be confirmed in the com- 
mand ; and by this time ke had completely 
secured the confidence of every soldier in the 
army. He was affable and courteous in his 
manners, and indefatigable in his attention to 
every branch of business. His soldiers seemed 
to anticipate the wishes of their general ; it 
was only necessary to be known that he wished 
something done^ and all were anxious to risk 
their lives in ha accomplishment. His men 
. wouJd have fought better and suffered more 
with faioif thfls with taxf. oftliiet general m 
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America ; and whatsoever rai^t have beetl 
the merits of General Winchester, it was 
certainly an unfortunate arrangement which 
transferred the command to him at this mo« 
ment. It is absolutely necessary that militia 
soldiers should have great confidence in their 
general, if they are required to obey with 
promptness, or to fight with bravery. The 
men were at last reconciled to march under 
Winchester, but with the confident belief 
that Harrison would be reinstated in the 
command ; and which accordingly was done^ 
as soon as the War Department was informed 
of his appointment in the Kentucky troops, 
and his popularity in the western country*" 

It was through the exertions of Harrison, 
that many were persuaded to march under 
Winchester. Overlooking and forgiving the 
slight of the government toward himself, he 
looked only to the requirements of his country, 
and the exposed situation of the settlements ; 
and went personally among the soldiers and 
induced them to march with Winchester. 
It was ever thus with Mr. Harrison — having 
only the welfare of his country at heart, he 
relinquished most cheerfully all selfish end^, 
and devoted hid services to his native land. 
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wherever, whenever and however, she re* 
quired his labors. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

state of the country— Harrison relieves Fort Wayne— Win- 
chester takes the command— Harrison appointed to Xh6 com- 
mand of the western army— His example at Invouac- Disoon* 
tent in the camp— Harrison's address and the result of it — 
Object of the campaign— Plan of operations— Successful ex- 

. pedition under Campbell— Orders from Government— Harrisdn 
advises the building of a fleet. 

The capture of Hull, left not a fort in our 
hapds, upon the upper lakes, nor anj regular 
force. A frontier of immense extent and 
hundreds of widely scattered settlements, 
were left in a great measure, entirely unpro- 
tected. The English agents were urging the 
savages to the most barbarous murders, and 
even the British commanding officer appeared 
to feast with delight upon the blood and tor- 
ture of Americans. When General Harrison 
reached Piqna, he was almost without provi- 
sions and arms. He had written to the 
Secretary of War, that there was but one 
piece of artillery (an iron four pounder) in 
the whole country, and that, unless imme- 
diately supplied, he would be obliged to put 
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niuskets in the hands of the cavalry. **• Th« 
troops which I have with nie^'** he writesi 
" and those which are coming fron> Kentucky, 
are, perhaps, the best materials for forming 
an army that the world has produced." Yet 
he had no one upon whom he could call for 
assistance in training these noble fellows, ex- 
cept Captain Adams, and he was now sick* 

Hearing that Fort Wayne was invested by 
the Indians, he pushed forward to that post. 
The enemy fled on his approach and he had 
the satisfaction of relieving an important for- 
tress without loss of a man. He now sent 
out detachments to scour the country, and 
the Indian towns and corn fields were 6e* 
stroyed, in all the surrounding country. Thus 
the enemy was completely crippled, and could 
make no headway against the Americans. 

Shortly after this. General Winchester, 
arrived to take the command. He had served 
in the revolution, but was now advanced in 
years, and had lived a life of ease and elegant 
luxury, which unfitted him for the service. 
The troops were dissatisfied, and, as we have 
stated in the J?ist chapter, were only reconciled 
through the exertions of General HARRispN 
himself. 
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The latter now left the army and was re- 
turning to hie residence in Indiana, when he 
met an express conveying to him a letter from 
the Secretary of War, appointing him to the 
command of the north-western army. The 
letter, which will be found in our appendix, 
conferred upon General Harrison the most 
extensive and important command, ever in- 
trusted to any officer of the United States — 
Washington and Greene only excepted. It 
concluded with thes^ remarkable words — 
*' You will command such means as may be 
practicable, exercise your own discretion, and 
act in all cases according to your own judg- 
ment." At the same time the Secretary also 
wrote to Governor Shelby, that it had been 
determined to place the command in the 
hands of an officer, who possessed military 
character, a knowledge of the country and the 
confidence of the public. " General Harri- 
son has been appointed to the chief com- 
mand," he continues, " with authority to em- 
ploy officers, draw from the public stores, and 
every other practicable source, all the means 
of effectuating the objects of his command." 

It is only necea«ary here to remark, that 
President Madison, at the time he made this 



- * 
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appointmefit, had known General HARRtsoif 
for about twelve jears. As Secretary of State 
under Jefferson, Mr. Madison had access 
to the voluminous correspondence of General 
Harrison, and it was with a perfect know- 
ledge of his character that the command of 
the army was given. 

General Harrison now proceeded to St. 
Mary's and Defiance, where he found Geo* 
eral Winchester encamped. The march 
was forced, and the soldiers suffered exceed- 
ingly. No tents were in the army, and all 
shared alike the hard<$hips of the season. A halt 
was not ordered until dark, and then all, ex* 
cept the guards, would wrap up in their blank* 
ets, and throw t,hemselves down upon the bara 
ground. One evening they encamped on the 

bunks of the Au Glaize, in, a flat beech hot- 

* 

tom, and the rain fell in torrents during the 
whole night. There were no axes in the 
army, and many sat without fire, upon their 
saddles — others leaned against trees, or crept 
beneath fallen logs. Being separated from 
the baggage, the troops had nothing to eat or 
drink, and some began to murmur. ^The 
General sat at a small fire, wrapped in his 
cloak, but drenched to the skia with the fidl« 
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ing torrents. He was surrounded by his staff, 
and to set an example to the soldiers, he called 
upon one of his officers toeing an Irish comic 
song. Another officer sang another song, the 
chorus of which was :— 

** Now'8 the dme for mirth and glee 
Sing and laugh and 4auco Mrith me.** 

The contrast between the frivoUty of these 
words, and the howling of the tempest and the 
darkness of the forest, had a powerful effect 
upon the army. Th^ spirit thus shown at 
head quarters spread through all the troops, 
and frequently after, when wading knee-deep 
in the mud, some noble soul would sing out, 

** Now'8 the time for mhrth aad ^lee,** 

and the cliorus would be instantly repeated 
by the whole line.* 

An interesting incident which occurred on 
the arrival of General Harrison at Win- 
chester's camp, is recorded by Mr. Bvtler.! 
Overcome by the fatigues of his march. Gen- 
eral Harrison retired to snatch a little repose, 
and his arrival was only know to a few 
officers. 

* Dawaon 

t Atttkor cf dM Oitoqr of Kflbtneky. 
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He was soon after awakened by Colonel 
Allen and Major Hardin, who ioformed him 
that Allen's regiment, exhausted by. hard 
fare, had determined to return home. . The 
General refused to interfere at that moment, 
but said he would, manage the affair in his 
own way, and the officers retired. He how- 
ever, immediately sent one of his aids to di- 
rect General WINC^ESTER to order the alarm 
to be beat the next morning instead of the re- 
veille. This diverted the spirits of the dis- 
contented troops, and brought all the men to 
their arms. Generj^l Winchester having 
formed them into a hollow square, General 
Harrison appeared on parade, much to the 
surprise of the soldiers who knew. nothing of 
his arrival. This was a joyful sight to the 
men, and he at once addressed them. He re- 
gretted that there were many discontented in 
one of the Kentucky regiment. Although this 
was mortifying to himself, on their account, 
it was happily of little importance to the Gov- 
ernment. He had more troops than he well 
knew what to do with, and was expecting yet 
others. It was fortunate that he had dis- 
covered the dissatisfaction early in the cam- 
paign, as it otherwise might have beeo mis-> 
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chievoils to the public idteretots and di«griu^ 
ful to the parties concerned. " Now, so £lr 
as the goverameat is iotefested, the disc64» 
.teoted troops, who have tome to the woods 
with the expectation «f findieg all the luxu- 
ries of home and peace, have full liberty to 
return. I will order fuciikies for their iAIr 

I 

mediate aoconamodation; but I^aaiiot refraia 
from expressing the mortifioation I anticiplEit^ 
from the r^eptioH they will meet from the old 
and the young, who greeted them dn their 
inarch to the steiie of waf, a& tbei^ gallant 
neighbots* What will be their feeliiigs when 
they see those whom they b^uiiad as their on- 
erous defenders, now returaing wkhout strilc- 
ing a blow, and before their term of plighted 
service has expired ? If their fathers do not 
drive back their degenerate sons to the field of 
battle to recover their wounded honor, their 
mothers and sisters will hiss them fro^ their 
presence* If bowevef the discontented men 
are disposed to put up with all the taunts and 
disdain which await tbena wherever they may 
go, they are at liberty to go back." 

The effect of this address was electric. 
Scott, the senior Kentucky Colonel, called 
upon ** his boys," to attest their attachment to 
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their country and their general, hy giving him 
three cheers. The air resounded with a joy- 
ful peal. Colonel Lewis now called for and 
receiyed a similar demontitration from his men. 
With a feeling which almost choked his utter- 
ance, the hrave Allen now appealed to the 
disaffected regiment. They threw up their 
voices in a loud shout, and returned cheer- 
fully to their duty. From that time no troops 
were more faithful, " until the fatal day when 
most of them gave their lives to their country, 
on the bloody field of Raisin."^ 

The objects of the present campaign were 
to retake Detroit, and to expel the British 
from the territory of the United States — to 
protect the extensive frontier and reduce Mai- 
den, in upper Canada. Tb^ militia were 
badly armed and clothed, and no regular sys- 
tem for furnishing supplies had been estab- 
lished. Every article for the army was to be 
conveyed two hundred miles at least, through 
the wilderness, in wagons or on pack-horses. 

The ground was swampy and extremely 
difficult to be passed. All the various depart- 
ments which should have been filled by proper 
officers, were left almost solely to HARHiBow*g 

* Judge HaU. 
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Jiersonal supervision. The lakes presefited 
ifiDumerable inlets where the enemy could 
land, and which were almost indefensible from 
their very localities. 

The General drew up his plan of opera* 
tions at the outset The Rapids of the Miami 
of the Lakes, was the point of concentration, 
from which the principal movement against 
the enemy was to be made.. The military 
base extended from upper Sandusky on the 
right, to Fort Defiance on the left The right 
division, a Virginia and a Pennsylvania bri- 
gade, he commanded in person. Three Ken- 
tucky regiments at Fort Defiance, were com- 
manded by General Winchester, who was 
directed to attend for the present, chiefly to 
forwarding supplies for the main expedition 
against Detroit A brigade of Ohio militia 
formed the centre, at Fort M*Artbur, and was 
commanded by Brigadier General Tupper. 
Each corps had a separate line of operations, 
terminating at the Rapids. General Harrison 
passed along the line, employing himself in 
expediting the march of the troops, and for^ 
warding artillery and supplies. Fort Win- 
chester was completed ; and Fort Barbee, at 
St Mary's, and Fort A^and, or the Au 
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Glaise, were erected, and a fortified work wb0 
thrown up at Colonel Jennixo's encampment. 
Boats and canoes were also built. 

Some operations in the field, fur driving 
back the en«my took place in the fall. Two 
under General Tupper, which were unsHO' 
cessful. Ltentenant Colonel Campbell, was 
sent by Ge/)eral Harktson, with six hundred 
men, to attack a fartified and well defended 
Indian village. The affair was gallantly con- 
ducted, and the town was taken after an ac- 
tion of one hour. The Colonel had 8 men 
killed, 48 wounded, and a large number ren- 
dered unfit for service, by fatigue, frost and 
sickness. In the general order, Harrisom 
applauded the perseverance, fortitude and 
bravery of Colonel Campbell's troops. Hib 
orders to spare the women, children, and the 
prisoners, were punctually ol>eyed, for which 
he highly extolled the whole detachment. The 
order contained the following noble and beau- 
tiful sentiments : — 

**" Let an account of murdered innocence 
be opened in the records of heaven, against 
our enemies alone. The Americtin soldier 
will follow the example of his government ; 
and the sword of the one will not be raised 
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against the fallen and helpless, nor the gold of 
the other be paid for the scalps of a massa- 
cred enemy.** 

As the season advanced, new difficulties pre* 
{tented themselves, and he was obliged to re- 
linquish the idea of taking Maiden during that 
campaign, as it could only be done at a great 
sacrifice of life and risk of failure. He so 
wrote to the government, stating that the pro* 
ject was not warrantable under any correct 
military principles. In reply, Mr. Monrob 
then Secretary of War, said, that from the 
distance and imperfect knowledge of things 
on the frontier, it was impossible for the Pres* 
ident to decide, to his own satisfaction or to 
the advantage o' the public. ** No person,'* 
cootinues Mr. Monroe, ** can be so compe* 
tent to that decision as yourself, and the Pres< 
ident has great confidence in the solidity of 
the opinion you may form. He wishes you to 
weigh maturely this important subject aim/ take 
that part whiek your judgment may dictate.** 

General- HARintfoN no«v advised the buildinff: 
of vessels to contend with the English upon 
the Jakes. This advice was soon after fol* 
lowed^ and the wisdom of the suggestion 
wns evinced' hj r«ikeated navafl victories. 



182 LIFE AND TIMES 



CHAPTER XX. 

Attack on Fort Harrison— Massacre on the Pigeon Roosi Fork— 
Volunteers from Kentucky— Expeditions of General Hopkins — 
Expedition of Governor Edwards and Colonel Russell— Orders 
of General Harrison — Winchester neglecti to regard the in* 
structions of General Harrison— Lewis advances to French* 
town — GaDant action at Frenchtown— Massacre of the River 
Raisin — Condiidtof the brave Madison — Conduct of the British 
government— Harrison's surprise at Winchester's conduct—. 
Exertions of the former to remforce the latter. 

A body of Kickapoos and Winnebagoea 
attempted to gain admission to Fort Harrison, 
on the 3d of September. Captain Zachary 
Taylor, the commandant, kept the garrisoo 
on the alert. On the day following an assault 
was made, and the enemy gallantly repulsed. 
Foiled in this, the Indians fell upon the set- 
tlements on the Pigeon Roost Fork .of White 
River, and' cruelly tortured and murdered 
twenty one men, women and children. The 
savages were in the pay of the British goverg- 
ment. An escort of provisions of 13 men, 
was surprised near Fort Harrison, and cut to 
pieces. In Illinois and Missouri the most 
outrageous cruelties were committed, and 
many of the settlements were completely de- 
serted. The veteran Colonel Russell, U. S. 
A., sent a band of volunteers from Fort Har^ 
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rison to Illinois, and assisted the Governor of 
that Territory in organizing the militia. 

The points to be defended were scattered 
over a vast region of country, and thoogh the 
care of it fell upon General Harrison, officers 
in the distant sectiotis were fr^uen|]j obliged 
to act for themselves, not haviDf- jfivke to re- 
ceive orders from head quarters. l!lie* patriotic 
Governor Shelby appealed to the noble Ken- 
tuckianSf and 2,000 mounted volunteers im- 
mediately assembled to defend the .exposed 
border. The excess was so great, that many 
were necessarily rejected. One veteran be- 
longing to a company not accepted, remarked, 
" Well, well, Kentucky has often glutted the 
market with hemp, flour and tobacco ; and 
now 8he%e« done it with volunteers."* 

By General Harrison's appointment, these 
troops were assembled at Vincennes, in the 
beginning of October, and General Samuel 
Hopkins, of the Kentucky militia assumed 
the command. He marched against the 
Kickapoo villages, but being deceived by the 
guides, and in want of provisions, the expedi- 
tion failed, and returned. A court of inquiry 
afterward relieved General Hopkins from all 

♦ Judge HaU. 
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censure, and the frontier was for some ttnie 
after, in a state of apparent safety. General 
Hopkins was despatched by General Harri- 
son in November, at the head of a body of. 
infantry, against the Indians on the Wubasii. 
On the 19th, the detachment reached the Pro- 
phet's town, wliich was destroyed* A Kick- 
apoo and a Winnebago village met the samp 
fate. 

About the same time Governor Edwards, 
of Illinois, and Colonel Russell surprised 
the principal village of the Eickapoos, at 
the head of Peoria Lake, killed a large num- 
ber of warriors, destroyed their corn, and 
captured about 80 horses. 

General Harrison had directed General 
Winchester to advance to the Rapids. The 
former arrived at upper Sandusky, Pecember 
18th, but no word had yet been received of 
the movement commanded* Another order 
was now sent to Wincuestsr-— that as soon as 
he had procured 20 day's provisions, he waii 
authorized to make the advance previousljr 
directed. 

When at the Rapids, be was to commeQCf 
building huts to induce the enemy to believe 
that he was going into winter quarters. He 
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was aliso to construct sleds for the expedition 
against' Maiden, but to lead the men to sup- 
pose they were for transporting provisions 
from the interior. The different lines were to 
meet at the l^apids, and a choice detachment 
would be m<»«<;hed on rapidly to Maiden. 

Haying heard subsequently , that Tecumthe 
had collected a large force on the head waters 
of the Wabash, and apprehending that the 
advance of the left wing would afford the 
chief an opportunity to destroy the provisions 
feft on the line, General Harrison sent an- 
other despatch to General Winchester, re- 
commending him to abandon the advance, and 
foil back with the greater part of his force to 
Fort Jennings. In the meanwhile, however, 
Winchester had commenced his march for 
the Rapids, and did not conceive that he was 
bound by the last instruction to alter his plan. 
He had sent forward Mr. Leslie Combs, a 
brave young Kentuckian, to inform the com- 
mander-in-chief of his movement. Accom- 
panied by a single guide, Mr. Combs per- 
formed the journey on foot. 

On the lOth of January, Winchester 
reached the Rapids and fortified a good posi- 
tion on the north bank of the river, and a few 
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days after several messengers arnvecl from thii 
river Raisin, with intelligence that a body of 
Indians was moving towf^rd the settlement^ 
and protection was requested* Early oa the 
17th Colonel Lswis with 550 men, was sent 
to the Raisin, and later .in the 9ame day^ 
Colonel Allen was despatched with llOmore^ 
An express from Colonel Lewis^ at Presqiio 
Isle, brought word that 400 Indians were at 
the Raitiin, and that Colonel Elliot wa9 ex.* 
pected from Maiden, with a detachment of 
British and Indians, to attack the camp al 
the Rapids* This intelligence was then for* 
warded to head quarters. 

On the 16th of January, General HarrisoU 
learned, from General Perkins, who was sta« 
tioned at lower Sandusky, ths^t a battalion had 
been solicited from the latter by General Wiif- 
chester, who was meditatijig a movement 
against the enemy. General 9arrison became 
exceedingly alarmed at this information, ao 
contrary to his views and directioi|8, yet made 
eyery exertion to get foward artJUery and'V^* 
visions. The commander-in-chief kiiew well 
t^e imprudence of attempting any moveoMiit 
UQless well prepared end with e oompkte pIlMl 
erganived. 



■> / ^ 
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Colonel Lbwis pressed forward and found 
the enemy prepared to meet him at French- 
town. An attack was resolved ujion. Ttie 
companies of McCrac]^£n, Bledsqb. aihI 
Matson, commanded by Allen^ formed^l^ * 
right ; those of Hamilton, Williams , 9^ 
i(j:LLT, under Major GraveSi the left ; these' 
of Higi/tower, Collier and ^abree, under 
Major Madison, the centre ; and those of 
Hickman, Glaves and James, under Captain 
Ballard, the advanced guard. The enemy, 
posted among the houses, were soon dis^ 
lodged by Graves and Madison. The re- 
treating foe was met by Allen, and driven to 
the woods. 

Here a desperate but short engagement took 
place, and the English were drivea for twa 
miles before the CLontinual charge of the bold 
Kentuckiqns, though the latter had made a 
forced march that day, of eighteen miles over 
ice. In noticing the action. General Harrison - - 
3aid, ** the troops amply supported the double 
character. of Americans and Kentuckians.** 
Our loss, 12 killed, 55 wounded. The enemy 
had 100 regulars and 400 Indians in the field, 
under Major Reynolds, and their loss was 
much heavier than ours. 
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Instead of retiring after this brilliant affair, 
Lewis determined to maintain his position. 
General Winchester approved his det^ision,* 
and hastened forward to support the Colonel, 
with 250 men.' These arrived at Frenchtown 
on the evening of the 20th. The troops under 
Lewis were protected from musketry by the 
garden pickets in the town, while the rein- 
forcement was without cover, in the open field. 
Though no movement was made by the ene- 
my until the morning of the 22d, yet not even 
a picket guard had been stationed upon any 
of the roads. During the night of the 21st, 
the British had come up, unobserved, and nt 
daylight fired bombs, balls, and grape shot, 
from heavy pieces of artillery, nt a distance 
of only three hundred yards. The reinforce- 
ment was sadly injured by the fire of the 
enemy, and soon fled across the river in the 
utmost confusion. The Indians gained our 
flank and rear, and butchered our soldiers 
most shockingly. General Winchester and 
some of the troops were taken prisoners, and 
marched to the British camp. Lewis still 

* It ii to be greatly regretted, that alter so signal a triuaiph, 
this fine detachment had not retired, or that General Harritm 
had not been apprised of these movements in time to support 
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maintained his position and frequently re- 
pulsed the enemy, until the Indians gained 
his flank, when a general and indiscriminate 
massacre ensued. Lewis was made a pjri- 
soiier, and having had his coat stripped off) 
was conducted to the enemy's camp. Allrn 
being badiy wounded, surrendered to an In- 
dian. Another assailed him, whom Allun 
struck dead at his feet, and was in turn sh6t 
down by a third saVage. Garrett, with 15 
or 20 men, surrendered, and all but himself 
were butchered on the spot. A party of 30 
were surrounded, and half of them slain at 
once. 

Graves and Madison still maintained their 
position within the picketing, and with their 
troops, behaved most gallantly. I'he formed 
being severely wounded, sat down, and as be 
wiped tiie blood from his wound, exclaimed^ 
" Never mind me, my boys — fight on !" Proc- 
tor, with all his British regulars and savage 
allies, could not subdue this brave band of 
Americans. They gave not an inch to the 
foe. 

A flag was at last sent to Madison, with an 
order from Winchester, by his aid Major 
Oferton, to surrender. Proctor accompa- 
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nied the flag, and made the demand, but 
Major Madison replied, that he would hot 
surrender, unless the safety of his men could 
be guaranteed. Proctor demanded, " Sir, do 
you mean to dictate to me ?" " No," returned 
the intrepid Major, " I intend to dictate fbr 
myself; and we prefer selling our Hires as 
dearly as possible, rather than be massacred 
in cold blood." 

The surrender was made on express con- 
ditions — that the officers should retain their 
side arms-— the sick and wounded to be care- 
fully removed — private property to be respect- 
ed, and the prisoners protected by a guard. 
Proctor disregarded all stipulations, and 
handed over the prisoners to the Indians, 
who butchered them in cold blood. Some of 
their bodies were tbrowfi into the flames of 
the burning village, whi}() others, shockingly 
mangled, were left ;fXpD8ed in the streets. 
These awful de<i4» *1»^Cfifr,tontinued for sev- 

eral days.* ** ]? ' 

** For the massacre at the River' Raisin, for 
which any other civilized government would 
have dismissed, and perhaps have gibbeted 
the commander. Colonel Proctor received 

* UaU aiid McAffee. 
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the rank of Major General in the Britisb 
army !"* 

The enemies of General Harrison cen* 
sured him for the advance of the unfortunate 
detachment, though the Commander-in-chief 
had no hand whatever in the movement;, 
neither did he know of it until after it had 
marched. It was contrary to his orders, and 
explicit instructions communicated by his aid 
to General Winchester. Colonel Wood, in 
alluding to the first intelligence of the ad- 
vance, received at head quarters, says : — 

*^ This news for a moment paralyzed tl>e 
army, or at least the thinking part of it, for 
no one could imagine that it was possible for 
him (Winchester) tq be guilty of so hazard- 
ous a step. General Harrison was aston- 
ished at the imprudd^ce and inconsistency 
of such a measure, which, if carried into exe- « 
cution, could be y'leyred iv( no other light than 
as attended With certain and inefitable de- 
struction to the left wing« Nor was it a diffi- 
cult matter to foresee and predict the terrible 
consequences which were sure to mark the 
result of a scheme, no less rash in its concep- 
tion, than hazardous in its execution." * * * 

*McAiIee. 
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•* What human means, within the control of 
Harrison, could prevent the anticipated dis- 
aster, and save that corps which was alreadj* 
looked upon as lost — as doomed^ to inevitubb 
destruction 1 Certaibly none. , What rnkj/li-dr* 
TuRENNE or an Eugene have done» finlfll^*. 
such a pressure of embarrassing circum^ 
stances, more than Harrison did?*' 
Again we copy from McAppee : — 
" With respect to reinforcing the detach- 
ment, a recurrence to facts equally proves 
that Harrison is not blameable, as he made 
every exertion in his power to support it. It 
was not until the. night of the 16th that he 
received information indifectly through Gren- 
eral Perkins, that Winchester had arrived 
at the Rapids. By the same express he was. 
advised that Winchester meditated some un- 
known movement against the. enemy. Alarm- 
ed at this information, be immediately made 
every exertion vvhi<oh the situation of his affairs 
required. He was then at Upper Sandusky, 
his principal deposit of provisions and muni- 
tions of war, which lA sixty miles from the 
Rapids by the way of Portage River, and 
seventy-six by the way of Lower Sandusky ; 
and about thirty-eight more from the River 
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« 

Raisin. He immediately sent an express to 
the Rapids, for information ; gave orders for 
a corps of 300 men to advance with the artil- 
kiy, and escorts to proceed with provisions ; 
Mi hi the morning he proceeded himself to 
Lower Sandusky, at which place he arrived in 
IIm night following, a distance of forty miles, 
which he travelled in seven hours and a half, 
over roads requiring such exertion, that the 
horse of his aid, Major Hakill, fell dead on 
their arrival at the fort He found there, that 
General Perkins had prepared to send a bat- 
talion to the Rapids, in conformity with a 
request from Genera] Winchester, That 
battalion was despatched next morning, tNie 
]8th, with a piece of artillery; but the roads 
were so bad, that it was unable, by its utmost 
exertions, to reach the River Raisin, a dis- 
tance of seventy-five miles, before the fatal 
disaster. 

*^ General Harrison then determined to 
proceed to the Rapids bintself, to learn per- 
sonally 'from General Winchester his situa- 
tion and views. At four o^clock on the mom- 
ing of the 19th, while he still remained at 
Lower Sandusky, he received the information, 

tKaer Colonel Lewis* had beenf sent with a d'e- 

R 
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tachipent, to secure the provisions on the 
River Raisin, and to occupy, with the inten* 
tion of holding, the village of Freuchtown* 
There was then but one regiment and a bat* 
talion at Lower Sandusky, and the regiment 
was immediately put in motion, with orders 
to make forced marches for the Rapids ; and 
General Harrison himself immediately pro* 
ceeded to the same place. On his way he 
met an express with intelligence of the suc- 
cessful battle, which had been fought on the 
preceding day. The anxiety of General Har- 
rison to push forward, and either prevent or 
remedy any misfortune which might occur, 
as soon as he was apprised of the advance to 
the River Raisin, was manifested by the great 
personal exertions which he made in this in- 
stance. He started in a sleigh with General 
Perkins, to overtake the battalion under Cot- 
grove, attended by a single servant. . As the 
sleigh went very slow, from the roughness of 
the road, he took the horse of his servant, and 
pusl>ed on alone. Night came upon him in 
the midst of the swamp, which was so imper- 
fectly frozen that the horse sunk to his belly 
at every step. He had no resource but to di»* 
mount and lead his horse, jumping himself 
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from one sod to another which was solid 
enough to support him. When almost ex- 
hausted, lie met one o£ Cotgroye's men 
coming back to look for his bayonet, which 
he anid he had left at a place where he stop- 
ped, and for which he would have, ja dollar 
stopped from his pay, unless he recovered it. 
The General told him he would not only par- 
don him for the loss, but supply him with 
another, if he would assist hina to get his 
horse through the swamp. By his aid, the 
General was enabled to reach the camp of the 
battalion. ^ 

** Very early on the tnorning of the 20th he 
arrived at the Rapids, from which place Gen- 
eral Winchester had gone, on the preceding 
evening, with all his disposable force, to the 
River Raisin. Nothing more could now be 
done, but wait the arrival of the reinforce- 
ments from Lower Sandusky." 

'' Instead of censure being due to Harrison, 
he merits praise for his prudent exertions, from 
the moment he was apprised of Winch E8T.tR*s 
arrival at the Rapids." 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

The army retires to the Portage— Advances to the Rapids— 
Camp Mels^— Perry ordered to the Frontier-' Landing of the 
British and Indians— Siege commenced— Brilliant sortie under 
Colonel Miller-Gallant charge of the Eentuckians under 
Dadley— The seige raised by the British. 

General Harrison was at the Rapids 
wliea the news of the disaster at the Riirer 
Raisin reached that place. The force of tlie 
enemy was supposed to he much larger thaa 
our own, and a council of war concluded 
upon abandoning the present position of the 
left wing as untenable. The army retired 
the next day to the Portage, 18 miles, where 
the general concluded to wait for a reinforce- 
ment under General Leftwich, and then re- 
turn to the Rapids. The latter did not arrive 
until the 30th of January, and on the 31st| 
the army now numbering 1,700, marched to 
the foot of the Rapids, and a good position 
was selected on the opposite side of the river 
from that previously occupied. AH the troops 
were ordered forward, ex'cept a few compst- 
nies left on the Au Glaize and St. Mary's. 
The advance soon amounted to 2,000 men, 
but it was now ascertained that the different 
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corps Were so much reduced, that the whole 
effective force was only 4,090. ' 

Finding it impossible to advance upon 
Maiden this season, General Harrison had 
ilia camp strongly fortified under the direction 
of Captain Wood. A substantial picket* 
ing inclosed an area 2,500 yards in circum- 
ference^-8 double timbered block houses, 
4 large batteries, and store houses and maga* 
zines were constructed. This position was 
called Camp Meigs, after the brave and excel* 
lent Governor of Ohio. 

Haiing seen the garrison as well provided 
as it could be under the circumstat)ces. Gene- 
ra] Harrison repaired to Cincinnati to make 
arrangements for opening the spring cam* 
paign with the utmost vigor. He urged more 
strongly than ever, the necessity of having n 
fleet to compete with the English on Lake 
Erie, and the bold and daring Perrt, was at 
length sent to the frontier to build, launch, 
arm, and man a number of vessels. 

General Harrison having heard that the 
enemy intended an expedition against Gamp 
IVfeigs, hastened to the scene of the ex* 
pected action, and reached the camp on the 
12th of April. He had written to the Gov* 



bM 
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ernor of Kentucky for reinforcements, and 
now expected General Clay with 3,000 men* 
A few companies despatched iu advance, ar- 
rived before the camp was invested, On the 
28th, it was ascertained that tlie enemy wm 
advancing in full force. 

On parade the commander-in-chief ad* 
dressed thf) soldiers — roused their military 
pride and love of country, and he was an- 
swered by repeated and deafening shouts of 
applause. 

Camp Meigs was near the battle ground 
where Wayne had so completely routed the 
Indians and English, in 1794, and General 
Harrisqn alluded to that event in a happy and 
forcible manner.* 

^ . 1^^ II -■ - I Ml 1 I !■ ■ ■ I ■- — - 

* General Harrison spoke thus. " Can the citizens of a free 
country, who have taken up arms to defend itsrig;hts, think (tf 
submitting to an army composed of mercenary soldiers, reluo 
tsnt Canaidians goaded to the field by the bayonet, and of 
'wretche4> naked savages 1 Can the breast of an American 8ol« 
dier, when ho casts bis eyes to the opposite shore, the scene of his 
country's triumphs over the same foe, be influenced by any other 
feelings than the hope of glory ? Is not the army composed of the 
same materials with that which fought and conquered underthe 
immortal Wayne ? Yes, fellow soldiers, your general sees your 
countenances beam with the same fire that he witnessed on that 
■occasion ; and though it would be the heightof presuinpti^ to 
compare himself to that hero, he boasts of being that hero's pwpil. 
To your posts then, fellow citiEens, and remember tbst ttetjm 
"^ ^fonr oQQiiIvy sm upon yoo." 
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The British took up a position abou 
miles from Camp Meigs on the opposite si 
while the Indians landed on this side and 
rounded the American camp. Both art 
com^menced necessary works. On the mc 
ing of the Ist of May, the English artilleri 
were at their guns. Orders were given in t 
American camp, for the tents to he struc 
In a few minutes the canvas was removed, an 
nothing was .to be seen but a long breast wori 
of earth, behind which the army Was secu 
encamped. The Americans had erec 
grand traverse, 12 feet high, running eo ly 
Across the camp, upon a base 20 feet broad 
and 300 yards long. For five days the enemy 
threw a continuous shower of balls, but with 
very little effect. General Harrison kept up 
% heavy fire in the meantime. 
At midnight on the 4th, Captain Oliver 
rrived at Camp Meigs, and informed General 
ARRisoN that General Clay would reach him 
dawn the next morning with his glorioas 
^ntuckians. Harrison despatched Captaia 
MILTON to Clay with fresh orders, direct** 
him to land 800 men, a mile and a haUT 
70 Camp Meigs on the opposite tide of 
iver^foran oMtult upon the BhtmbiMt' 
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teries. The rest of Clay's troops were to 
land on this side and cut their way into the 

fort. 

In landing, the boats were separated by the 
rapidity of the cuirent, and it was some time 
before all could act together* Captain Pet£R 
DuDLEr, with 50 men, cut his way into camp 
without losSi. The Indians annoyed the land- 
ing of Colonel Boswell, but he formed and 
returned their fire* Harrison sent out Major 
Alexander, with the Pittsburgh Blues and 
^thePetersburgh volunteers, and the companies 
of Nbarino and Dudley, to relieve Boswell. 
When joined by these troops, the Kentuckians 
had fought their way to the gates of the fort. 
They all now formed — charged the Indians, 
and drove them half a mile at the point of the 
bayonet. Harrison now perceived from the 
battery on which he stood, a body of Rritish 
and Indians, on the left and rear of Boswell, 
and recalled the troops. He now ordered a 
sortie against the enemy's batteries on this 
side. 

The command was given to Colonel Jomr 
Miller, of the regulars, and the detach- 
ment numbered 350 men. The batterieswere 
<*harced ; the English driven off and their 
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guns spiked. The enemjr was corapletelj 
discomfited, and 41 soldiers were made pri- 
soners. The beaten force numbered 200 Bri- 
tish regulars, 150 Canadians, and 500 Indians. 
Miller returned to the fort triumphaul. This 
action lasted 45 minutes, and our loss wa« 180 
kilJed and wounded. 

While this was going on, Dvdley had 
landed on the opposite side of tk river-^ 
charged the enemy's batteries at full speed, 
and pulled down the British flag without loft 
of a man. General Harrison made «igilali • 
for Dudley and his men to retire, but thaj 
loitered about examining the works. Camp- 
bell was sent to recall them, but the Indiaiifl 
gathered on their flank, and attacked Captain 
Comb'js company. Dudley again cliarged 
the foe, and ''drove them two miles The 

* 

enemy now rallying, attacked lilajor Shelby, 
who had remained at the batteries. Some of 
his men were made prisoners and others dri- 
ven to the boats. The Major rallied the rest ; 
drove back the foe, and hastened to assist 
Dudley. A retreat was undertaken, but so 
great was the disorder that most of Dudley's 

men were taken prisoners.* 

- - 

* Thus ended in sijpal di»'»"*'""^ ••» •""'•Sr planned with wit* 
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The noble Dudley and many of his gallant 
companions were now deliberately toma- 
hawked, nor did General Proctor attempt to 
stay the massacre. He even allowed the In- 
dians to fire at random upon the disarmed 
crowd.* These barbarities were stopped at 
last, by T£cuMTH£,t who has since been 
styled, by one of the prisoners, "nature no- 
bleman." 

Proctor sent to Camp Meigs to summon 
Harrison to surrender. The General replied 



dom, commenced with the brightest hopes, conducted for a time 
with skill and gallantry, and blasted in its event by the impru- 
dence of a generous band, who suffered their impulse to lead 
them, instead of obeying the orders of Uieii General. Had the 
instructions given to Dudley been pursued, or an ordinary de- 
gree of military judgment exercised, the events of that daj 
would have been among the brightest in the annals of our coun- 
try, and Kentucky saved from the mournful office of lamenting 
the loss of some of her noblest sons —Judge Hall. 

* Those who preferred to inflict a still more cruel ftnd savage 
death, selected their victims, and lead them to the gateway, and 
i3^ete^ under the eye of General Proctor ^ and in the presence of tim 
uJiole British army, tomahawked and scalped them. — Colonel Wood- 

f This horrid work of destruction continued until the arrival of 
Tecumthe from the batteries. No sooner did the savage warrior 
behold the massacre, than he exclaimed, ** For shame ! it is a dis- 
grace to kill a defenceless prisoner ;'* and stopped the carnage. 
One of our historians remarks, " In this single act, Tecumthe 
displayed more humanity, magnanimity and civilization, than 
Proctor, with all his British associates in command, diftplajFed 
through the whole war on the North-western frontier. "- 
Ball, 



OF WILLIAM IIBNRY HARRISON 308 

that the message was an affront which must 
not be repeated. The action occurred on the 
5th, and on the 8th, Proctor acknowledged 
that he was beaten by raising the siege and 
making the best of his way off. During the 
whole of the action, General Harrison had 
stood in an exposed situation on one of the 
batteries, noting every movenment.* 

Leaving General Clay in command, Gen- 
eral Harrison now visited other posts to look 
after the security of all. Governor Meios had 
raised a stout column of volunteers, and wai 
leading them in person to relieve the Amerioaa 
army, when the news of the retreat of thct 
English reached him, and be disbanded hin 
troops. 



CHAPTER XXU. 

Colonel Johnson's nioanted regiment— Skinnishes—Seffmd slegs 
of Fort Meigs— Council with the Indians— Harrison repairji 
to the Fort— Colonel Johnson ordered to Illinois— Order re- 
scinded—Siege of Fort Meigs raised— Attack on Fort Stephen-- 
son— Orders to Croghan— His gallant defence of the Fort-^ 
Publication by the officers — Croghan's card; 

Colonel Richard M. JoHNsoNf had sug* 
gested the organization of two regiments of 

* inde Appendix. 

f Al that tine a raenAer of Congresf from Kentnckgri aad 
iwiK, MO, Vice President of the United States. 
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mounted militia, to trarerse the whole frontier 
The Secretary of War submitted the plau to 
Creneral HAKRisoir, \rho thought these troopa 
could only be udvautngeously eraplojFed in the 
summer and fail* On the 26tb of Febmaiy^ 
1813, Colonel Johnson was authorized to raise 
a mounted regioient to serye under GreneroL 
Harrison. The brave Colonel lost not ua 
hour in obeying the instructions he had re- 
ceiTcd, and proceeded at once to St. Mary's, 
and tlienee to Fort Wayne, with 900 daring 
Kentuckians.* In the march several de- 
monstrntiens were made against the Indian 
inllages. 

In' April, Fort Madison on the Upper Mis- 
sissippi, was attacked, and soon after Fort 
Mason, by the Indians. In both assaults they 
were nobly repulsed. On the frontiers . of 
Missouri and Illinois, repeated cruelties were 

*^ Cirfonel Joluiion*t brother James was i^pointed lieutenant 
colonsL The majors were, Daval Payne and David Thomp- 
son; The captains, R. B. HfcAffee (the aathor of the history of 
the late war,) Richard Matson, Jacob Elliston, Benjamin War- 
ilald,j0faii PayM(Bli)ahrCnig^. Jacob Stucker, James Davidson, 
S^ R. Combs, W. M. Price and James Coleman. Jeremiah Kirt- 
by was adjutant; B: S. Chambers, quarter-master ; 8. Theobalds, 
Judge Advocate ; L. Dickinson, Sargeant Major ; James Sonet, 
chaplaiib Th»-Suis«ona were- DiB..£wiDf« Cobom «Bd Bick* 
ardsoik 
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committed by the savages. In the meanwhile 
the British had collected aboat 2,500 Indian 
warriors, at Maiden. 

General Clay having learned that Foil 
Meigs was to be again besieged fay the enemy, 
sent for the mounted regiment. Jornson 9l& 
dressed his men in a style of enthusiastic ar^ 
dor, and marched immediately to Fdrt Metgs, 
where he arrived without meeting any op^ 
position. General Harrison was at Frank-* 
linton, when he received the* news. Her 
held a council with the chiefs of some of 
the friendly tribes, and told them they musC 
now decide for or against the Americans. 
They all chose to be with u«, and were inr 
formed that he would send them word when 
their services were required. *^ But you must 
conform to our mode of warfare," said he, 
** and you are not to kill defenceless pivonersi 
old men, w omen, or children."* 

* " Ue remarked, that by their condttot he would be ld)le to* 
determine whether the British could restrain the Indians em- 
ployed by them ; for if tHe Indians fighting with bhn, ihould ab- 
stain from such atrocities, the British would hate equal iliAa* 
ence with their 6wn allies. He humorously told them thati 
General Proctor had promised to deliver km into the httidfl of 
Teounthe, to be treated aa that irarrior mi|^deCermit». * N<yir' 
If I can succeed in taking Proctor/ said he, * You shall hare hkmr 
for year prieouer, prwidei thatymi will agree to treat fafan wtm 
fmm, and do him no other harm than todreea 1dm bn-yvtH*' 

S 
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The commander-in-chief left Franklinton 
immediately for Fort Meigs, where he arrived 
by fore^ marches on the 28th of June, with 
300 men of the 24th regiment of U. S. irt- 
fantry, under Colonel Anderson. At the 
pressing solicitation of Governor Edwards of 
Illinois, General Harrison received a com- 
munication from the War Department^ in-* 
structing him to order Colonel Johnson to re- 
pair to Kaskaskia with his mounted regiment, 
and report to General Howard, then com- 
manding in Missouri. This order created 
great indignatipn among the mounted men, 
and the patriotic Colonel at once wrote to Gen- 
eral Harrison, stating that his men were at 
Lower Sandusky, and desired to remain un- 
der the command of a general in whom they 
all had confidence. He stated also, that the 
horses were much jaded, and required rest. 
That his men were anxious for employment, 
and that he and they would cheerfully obey 
any orders coming from General Harrisoit 
" at every hazard." Upon the receipt of tlifs 
letter, which will be found in our append|^ 
General Harrison addressed the War De- 
coats ; for he most be a coward who would kill a dmfuknUmt 
Prisoner.* "-Hafft Memoir. 
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partment, and the order for detaching the regi- 
ment to Illinois was rescinded. 

The Indians again filled the country in the 
vicinity of Fort Meigs, early in July. Te- 
CUMTHE and Dickson, an active partizan 
among the British Indians, had under their 
command 5,(M)0 warriors. 

Leaving Fort Stephenson,^ under the com- 
mand of Major Croohan, with 160 regulars, 
General Harrison established his head quar- 
ters at Seneca Town, nine miles further up 
the river, and began to fortify bis camp. At 
this time he had but 140 regulars with him, 
but 450 more arrived soon after, n From Se- 
neca Town he could fall back upon Upper 
Sandusky, or proceed to Fort Meigs by a se- 
cret route. The two latter were points to be 
defended. 

On the 28th of July, the siege of Fort 
Meigs was abandoned, and the enemy pre- 
pared for a grand attack upon Sandusky. 

« 

*,JFoTt Stephenson was not a reg^alar fortification. It had been 
AintdiDg post, and consisted of a large house surroonded by 
pidrats. General Harrison had enlarged it on one side, for % 
temporary depot for provisions, and had drawn a ditch round the 
wbole, to as to render it safe from an attack by Indians. It was 
a mere oatpost of but little importance. It was only calculated 
for a gantion of 200 men, and conld not be defended againat 
beary aitUlery. 
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Fort Stephenson wns surrounded by com- 
manding heights, and the orders to Major 
CROGHjur were — *^ Should the Britiish ap- 
proach you in force, with cannon, and you can 
discover them in time to effect a retreat, you 
will do 8o immediateiy." '^ You must be 
aware, that the attempt to retreat in the face of 
ftn Indian force would be vain, Against such 
an enemy, your garrison would be safe, how- 
ever great the number."* 

Anticipating an attack on Fort Stephenson 
or his head quarters, directly after the siege 
of Fort Meigs was raised. General Harrison 
called a council of war, which agreed with 
Jiim in regard to Fort Stephenson, and all 
concluded that the garrison should be with- 
drawn. An order was, therefore, immediately 
sent to Groghan to ** abandon the fort, set 
^e to it, and repair to head quarters/' The 
messenger missed the way, and the order was 
not received until the next day, when, finding 
that the Indians were about the fort in large 
numbers, he sent an answer that he was de- 
termined to maintain the place. He wrote in 
this manner lest the note should fnll|.a« he 
expected it would, into the hands of'ti|| ene« 

* Dawson. McAffee. ^^ 
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my. The reason was not however known, 
and he was ordered to head quarters for dis- 
obedience of orders. When, he came and ex- 
plained the meaning, he was immediately 
reinstated in his command and returned to 
the fort. 

During all these proceedings several little 
skirmishes took place, and a squadron of dra- 
goons sent to Fort Stephenson with the ord^r 
for Croghan's appearance at head, quarters, 
found a party of Indians lurking near the fort, 
whom they pursued and cut down. 

On the morning of the 31st of July, the 
enemy approached Fort Stephenson by wa- 
ter, and landed troops, with a light howitzer. 
Croghan was summoned to surrender, and 
told he could not be protected against the 
savages, should he be captured. The gallant 
young Major replied, ^' That when tlie fort 
should be taken, there would be none left to 
massacre; as it would not be given up while 
a man was able to fight." The fort was sur- 
rounded by 500 British regulars and 800 In- 
dians, commanded by General Proctor. Te- 
€UMTHE, with 2,000 warriors, watched the 
road to Fort Meigs, to intercept reinforce- 
mentf. A file was opened by the enemy fr< 
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the hovritKer and some six pounders in the 
boats. Croghan had but one gun, a six 
pounder, which he mo?ed and fired from 
place to place, to induce the foe to imagine 
that he had more artillery, 

But little damage was done that da/. On 
the day following the firing was continued^ 
and in the evening the whole force of the 
enemy made a grand assault in two columns. 
One column was completely cut up by the six 
pounder, discharged from a musket embra-' 
sure. The other was as suddenly discomfited, 
by the incessant discharge of musketry kept 
up by Captain Hunter. It was quite dark 
when the fighting ceased. 

The English left a colonel, a lieutenant, 
and 25 privates dead tn the ditch, and 26 
were taken prisoners, badly wounded. Our 
loss was 07ie' killed, and only seven slightly 
wounded. The total loss of the enemy is sup- 
posed to have been 150 killed and wounded. 

The British wounded which were left in 
tke ditcb by tkeir friends^ were relieved by 
Major Croohan, who paiised water to them 
^over the picketing, and opened a way .through 
wiiich such as chose crept into the fort, where 
^very thmg was jdone to relieve ijbea. 
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Early the following moraing, the Englivh 
and Indians retreated in the utmost disorder.'* 
The officen under Groghan in this gaHaat 
aetiion, were Captain Huntbr, Ensigns Sripp 
and Duncan, lievtenants Johnson «nd Ba'^- 
Los of the 17th, Anthowt and Anderbon of 
the 24, and MsBibi of the 7ch. 

As soon as the inteiligenoe of the s^ndid 
triumph of young Croghan was mode ktrown, 
Harrison was most violently assailed and 
denounced by the opposers of Madison's ad- 
nuoistration. When the newspapers ^contain- 
ing this abuse reached tiie oam^ the officers 
and privates were indignant aft tkie outrage 
upon their commander. Those highest n 
rank inimediately drew up r paper,t whidl 
was sent to the interior aftd published, in 
which they assert, that General Harrison's 
measures were " dictated by military wisdom, 
and by a due regard to our own eireufastances 
and to the situation of the enemy.** 

The gallant Croghan, Dot content wltii 

> ' ■ I I I I I I I r I I I I I I I I I r I I « « i «— — — » 

* ItwiUnotheamong^lautof GenoralProftor'fMmtlii^ 
tions, to find that he has. been baffled by a youth w>o hat just 
pasted his tweofef-first jj/m.-^OtmnA HvnitmCt OfieUA Rtfirt, 

t This paper will be ibund In onr Appendix. It is date^ 
** Lower Seneea Town, Avf. 1% IttI," not three week* aftsr 
theactioD. 
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fattviog signed the paper with the others, and 
disdaining, to receive any credit at the ex- 
pense of a general he loved for his wisdom 
and valor, published a card under his own 
name,* which at once silenced all the clamor 
among those who thought for themselves upon 
the subject. In this card h^ used these words: 
-^" The measures recently adopted by him, 
(General Harrison,) so far from deserving 
censure, are the clearest proofs of bis keen 
penetration and able generalship." 

When the reasons could be explained, it 
was found to be as Croohan had stated, and 
fresh proof was added to volumes already 
given, of the courage, care, and penetration 
of General Harrison. While thes9 operations 
were going forwarli, the General had kept 
the main point constantly in view, and devo- 
ted every spare moment to preparations for 
the invasion of Canada. Commodore Perrt 
had been directed to co-operate with hira» 
The mounted regiment of Colonel Johnson, 
which had returned home, was recalled to the 
frontier. Governor Meigs exerted himself to 
bring the sturdy Ohians forward, and Grov- 

^ ■ I— ^— ■ I gi_ 

* SeeAppendSz. 
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ernor Shelby, of Kentucky, resoWed to lead 
himself a fresh hand from his own state. This 
was done at the invitation of General Harri- 
SON, who now found himself retidy to make 
a demonstration upon the territory of the 
enemy. 



CHAPTER XXIIi. 

The armament of the fleets— Ntanning of the American vasiels— 
Perry's orders — Order of battle— Position of the Niagara— Ter- 
ry's courage— SurrtadiBr «f th« Ei)gii/rii fl^•t* 

Perry had fowit at Erie, from the stump, 
six vessels, and repaired four others. Those 
built were, the Lawrence, of 20 guns, two long 
12s, and eighteen 24 pound carronades ; the 
Niagara, of the same armament ; the schooner 
Ariel, 4 gun«, 18s and 248 ; the. schooner Scor- 
pion, 2 guns, 32s ; the scltooners Porcupine 
and Tigress, each one 32. Those repaired, 
the Caledonia, 3 guns 249 and S2s ; the 6o- 
mers, two 32s; the'Trippe and Ohio, one 32 
each. 

The British had six iressels at Maiden, the 
sloop Little Belt, 3 ; the ship Detroit, 19; the 
brig Hunter, 10 ; ship Queen Charlotte, 17 ; 
schooner Lady Provost, 15 guns; and the 
Chippewa, 1 gun and 2 swivels. 
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The British vessels were all stout built, of 
solid oak, but ours were hastily put together, 
and only intended to carry guns and men. 
The Lawrence, Niagara, Caledonia, Ariel, 
and Scorpion^ were good sailers — the rest 
were dull. Early in August, the heavier ves- 
sels were taken over the bar at the mouth of 
the river on the backs of camels, and in full 
sight of the enemy's fleet which lay off the 
harbor, and witnessed the whole operation. 
*' These camels were long, broad, deep boxes, 
made of planks like scows, and perfectly wa- 
ter-tight, with holes in them to fill and sink, 
and pumps to exhaust them of water, and 
raise them so as to float with their upper edge 
high above the surface. These, placed on 
each side, and connected by strong beams, 
on which the vessels being placed when they 
were sunk ; thus raised the vessels above the 
bar, whei) the camels were pumped out, and 
raised again by their own buoyancy."* 

When Commandqr^ERRT left Newport, he 
took with him 149 m^n and 3 boys, all of 
whom were volunteers. Many of these re- 

* " Battle of Lake Erie, by the Hon. Tristam Burges." The 
whole account of Perry's victory is compiled from Mr Burges, 

work. 
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mained at Sackett's Harbor, to serve under 
Commodore Chauncey. The guns of the 
fleet had been mounted in the batteries on 
shore. The militia under General Mead, 
then encamped in the neigh borliood, united 
with the* seamen, and a great number from 
Harrison's army volunteered for the ships. 

General Harrison now saw the plan he 
had so long urged, in full success. The 
' American fleet was upon the waters of Lake 
Erie, and under a commander in whom he 
had every confidence. At the earnest solicit 
ation of Perry, 100 men, under command of 
Captain Elliot, were sent from Ontario by 
Commodore Chauncey. These men had all 
been in service on the Lakes, and they went 
now on board the Niagara, the command of 
which was given to Elliot. 

On the evening of the 9th of September, a 
council of war was held, at which the com- 
mand was, *' Engage each your designated 
adversary, in close t'dctidn, at half cahle*9 
length ;^^ and Perry then told his officers 
that he could not better advise them than in 
the words of Lord Nelson — "If you lay your 
enemy alongside, you cannot be out of your 
place." 



.i^j. 
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This day had been appointed by the Presi- 
dentf at the request of Congress, a day of fast- 
ing, humiliation and prayer, and it was strictly 
obserred by all in the army and navy. 

In the order of battle the Lawrence, Com- 
modore Perry's flag ships, of 20 guns, was 
opposed to the Detroit, 19 guns ; the Caledo- 
nia, Lieutenant Hunter, 3 guns, to the Hun- 
ter with 10^ guns ; and the Niagara, Captain 
' Elliot, 20 guns to the Queen Charlotte with 
17 guns. The remaining American vessels 
'were commanded by lieutenants, sailing mas- 
ters and midshipmen.^ In the British fleet 
there were one commodore and three captains. 
At daylight on the 10th the enemy was dis- 
covered, and the signal was given to get un- 
der weigh. For soa\e time the enemy had 
the wind, but it soon changed so that our fleet 
were at windward. The British drew up in 
line. The orders of the preceding night were 
passed from ship to ship. Perry hoisted his 
fighting flag with the words '^Don't give up 
the ship," upon it, on the Lawrence. At the 
light of it, all the crews gave three hearty 
cheers. Pbrbt brought the Lawrence close 

•^ tte Ohio wu iMH ia the actio% luMriif beta pivviMully MHI 
down Xtm Lake on otter Mnrioo. 
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down upon the Detroit and went bravdy to 

work. Lieutenant Hunter, brought up ibe 

Caledonia according to orders. 

** The Niagara," says Mr,. Buimbs, <* was 

astern of the Lawrence, and the Caledonia 

abeam of the Queen Charlotte in the line of 

approach, when the action commenced. - Sliti 

at first, discharged her first division;, bat 

when their shot fell short of the Queen Cluur- 

lotte, Captain Elliot did not order the helm 

put up, and run down to within half cabie^i 

length of his adversary, the Queen Charlotte, 

but directed his lieutenant to cease ftring witb 

the carronades, and fire with his Jong iwtlvcM 

only. The Queen Charlotte had SO's to the 

Niagara's 24 pound earronades, but no long 

guns; and therefore, as she could neither 

reach the Niagara with her carronades^ nor 

run up against the wind, and lay her along-' 

side, she packed njl sail, and run down to the 

aid of the Detroit and laid tlie Lawrenee aqd 

the Caledonia alongside at half past 12 o'doeh, 

]VI." • » » «• The Lawrence for two and 

a half hours sustained the fire of the Detroit, 

and for two hours, that of the Detroit, Que^ 

Charlotte, and most of thait of the Hiiateri 

forty-four guns, whh all the maiines, at half 

T 
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musket shot.'* The dead lay where thej fell, 
until the action was over. iNot a murmur was 
heard upon the deck of the Lawrence. Perie^ 
was as cool as if on ordinary duty. ** Why 
does not the Niagara come down and help 
us !" escaped from the wounded and dying. 
Perry worked with his own hands at the last 
gun, and when that was disabled, he had only 
his, little brother, 14 men and himself, alive 
and unhurt on board the Lawrence. Finding 
the Niagara did not come down, he exclaimed, 
^" Lower the boat, and I will go and bring her 
down " 

Taking his fighting flag under his arm, he 
left the vessel under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Yaknall, saying, as the boat pushed 
off — " I leave it to your discretion to strike or 
not; but the. American colors must not be 
pulled down over my headr^day." Perry 
left the Lawrence at half past two, and at a 
quarter before three, he hoisted his Bghting 
flag on board the Niagara, which vessel was 
uninjured and had not lost a man. Elliot 
was,- at his own request, sent to bring up the 
gun-boats which were astern. The Lawrence 
struck and dropped astern, and Lieutenant 
Turner now brought up the Caledonia to fight 
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« 

the Detroit, takitigthe position abandoned by 
the Lawrence. Perrt was no sooner on the 
Niagara, than he did bring her down. *' He 
broke through the enetay^a line ; passed be- 
tween the Hunter and Detroit, at half pistol 
shot, thirty feet, from each ; and from all his 
guns double shotted with round, grape can- 
ister, poured his broadsides into these devoted 
vessels. Rounding to, opposed to the taffrail 
of the Queen Charlotte, then, by her bow- 
sprit, entangled in the mizzen rigging of the 
Detroit, he began a raking fire, from end to 
end of both their decks."* This ended' the 
fight — ^the British vessels he had contended 
with struck at 10 minutes before 3 — the rest a 
few minutes after. The loss in the American 
fleet ; — in the Lawrence, 22 killed, 61 wound- 
ed ; Niagara, 2 killed, 25 wounded ; Caledo- 
nia, 3 wounded; Somers, 2 do. ; Ariel, 1 
killed, three wounded ; Trippe, 2 wounded, 
and in the Scorpion, 2 killed.f The British 
lost 41 killed, and 94 wounded. 

The killed were buried side by side at Erie, 



* Tristam Burges. 

t Letter of Dr. Usher Parsons, who was surgeon's mate intha 
American fleet, and had charge of dU the wounded, to Dr. C. (L 
Perry, son of Commodore Perry. 
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lamented by Ae tears of friendi and foei, and 
the music and cannon of both fleet«» The Bri* 
tish commodore in his account saysi ^' Cap- 
tain Perry has behaved in the most humane 
and attentive manner, not only to myself and 
officers, but to ail the wounded.'* 

Perrt wrote to General Harrisoi^: — "We 
have met the enemy, and they are ounu" To 
the Secretary of the Navy, " It has pleased 
the Almighty to give to the arms of the Uni« 
ted States a signal victory over their enemies 
on this lake. The British squadron consist* 
in^ of two ships, two brigs, one schooner end 
one sloop, have this moment surrendered to 
the force under my command, after a sharp 
oonflicu'* 



CHAPTER Xxnr» 

Smb&reallon bf the trobps-'^Ordet of Battle— Battle of the 
Thames-Oallant diargeof ColoiuilJohnson-'MiUtary akiU of. 
General HarrisoB-Death of Tecumthe— Capture of the Bri- 
tish army-End of the war fai Upper Canada. 

Colonel Johnson was again upon the fron- 
tier with his mounted Kentuckians. General 
MoArthur was at Port Meigs, reducing the 
area of the works and making preparations to 
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ship the heavj artillery and a part of the 
stores. Thirtywa^ns and a number of pack- 
horses arriyed by the 1st of September, which 
were used for the transportations. GrOFemor 
Shelby soon arrived with a strong body of 
men, who were divided into eleven regiments. 
His aids were, General Adair and John J. 
Crittenden. Esquire. 

General Harrison was now determined to 
push the war into the enemy's territory. The 
artillery, stores and provisions were embarked 
on the 16th. The term of service for th^ Ken- 
tuckians under General Clat having expired, 
they solicited and obtained permission to re- 
main and accompany the expedition. They 
now proceeded with the stores. On the 2(hh, 
General Harrison embarked with the regu- 
lar troops under Cass and McArthur. Be- 
tween that and the 24th the remainder of the 
army followed to the place of rendezvous, at 
Put-in-Bay. HARitnoN sailed with Perrt, to 
reconnoitre Maiden, in the Ariel, on the 26th. 
Immediately on his return he issued a minute 
order of debarkation, march and battle. The 
next day the army landed, the commander- 
in-chief having first issued among the troopi 
the foUowing address : 



tKM LftFE AND ttMlBll 

^ BlftlD <teAllTlll8, ON BOARD TM AlttSt, I 

>> September 27, 1813. / 

** CrftitsRAL Ordeb**— The General entreati 
his brare troops to remember that they ars 
Bona of iiree whose fame is immortal. That 
thejr are to fi^bt for the rights of their insulted 
country^ whilst their opponents combat for tfaa 
Unjust pretensions of a master. JSxntuck' 
titns ! — ^rem^mbef the River Raisin ! but re* 
member it only whilst the Tictory is suspended. 
The revenge of a soldier cannot be gratified 
Upon a fallen enemy.*' 

The army landed,t but PbrHy's victory and 
the advance of General Harbison had cooled 
Geaeral Prootor so much, that burning the 
fort and navy-yard, he fled. The army en*- 
tamped on the ruins of Maiden, and Harr> 
BON wrote to the War Department^ that ha 
Bhould pursue the enemy the following day^, 
though he had, he said, little hope of ** overtak- 
ing hkn, as he has 1000 horses, and we ha^e 

' * Thli order ^as jpiiblisbed in Niles' Register, of October 10^ 
Itt3, %ith t&e following heading. 

^'€Mdui Am'iick'-'nte ibtlowing genetntl order, isaued oil 
te day of the debaikation-ftf onrttoops in Canada, is tee of the 
* ^anl^esi cnts^ tlie " bulwark of our religion,*' (England; So 
tAM^BMe wlio Oj^pose'the war) ever received, if there re- 
toalltt on0|patticle of shiimBia hersTsteBi.** 

^t&aaaaicm l^eiiiy landed withHanison, fend a^lad «■ Me ?ot* 
>mtoerald atthebttttaof the ThamOT. 
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Dot one in- the army.'' The inhabitants faid 
their property and fled, supposing that a ban- 
ditti had come among them. Ck>Temor 
Sbelbit issued an order to the Kentncky roh 
unteers. requiring the inhabitants to be treat'^ 
ed with justice and humanity, and that pro- 
perty should not be wantonly injured. Har- 

« 

RisoN called his general officers together on 
the first of October and told them he had de- 
termined to pursue the enemy. * 

October 5th, the enemy was overtaken* 
Proctor had chosen an excellent position — 
his left flanked by the river Thames, and his 
right by a swamp. Still further to the right, 
Tegumthe was posted with his Indians. The 

* He Informed them that there were bfut two ways of doing {^^ 
one of which was, to follow liim up ttie strait by land— <he other 
to embark and sail down Lake Srie to Long Point, then march 
hastily across by land twelve miles to the road, and interfiapl 
him. " But the Governor thinks, and so do I, that the best way 
will be to pursue the enemy up the strait, by land.** The gen- 
eral ofScers unanimoQsly concurred in the same* oftoion, together 
with General Adair, first aid to the Governor, who had been ia- 
vited to the council. I have been thus particular in stating the 
facts relative to the determination to pursue the enemy, because 
it has been reported and believed that General Hanison never 
would have pursued farther than Sandwich, had it not been for 
Governor Shelby — JHcAffee. 

llie flact is, there never was aay-diffBrence of ofialbn between 
them, either as to the propriety of the pursuit, or tbe manner of. 
performing it— Jistf^ Skk 
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American army was drawn up ; the flanks 
and rear most strongly secured against the In- 
dians. At this moment Colonel Wood re- 
ported to the commander-in-chief that the 
regular infiintry of the enemy, was formed in 
open order. Judge Hall thinks that Proc- 
tor had heard that this mode of formation 
was practised by us in fighting the Indians, 
and that he had misapplied the principle. Be 
that as it may, Proctor had committed a 
woeful error, which the wisdom and militaiy 
experience of General Harrison at once told 
him he could turn to pur advantage. Troops 
in open order, that is, with intervals of three 
or four feet between the files, can never resist 
a charge of cavalry. Harrison instantly or- 
dered Colonel Johnson to dash through the 
enemy's line with his mounted men, in 
column. 

The command was brilliantly executed. 
The mounted men charged impetuously 
through the enemy's ranks — formed in their 
rear and attacked their broken line. The 
British threw dowii their arms, and an almost 
bloodless victory was obtained by the ease with 
which General Harrison mauGeuvred his 
-armyi and the rapidity with which he took 
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advantage of the errors of the eoemj. The 
Indians behaved much better — they rushed 
upon the mounted men in the fiercest dwpera- 
tion. Tegumthe pressed eagerly into the 
heart of the contest, encouraging his warriors 
with his voice, and throwing his tomahawk in 
deadly fury. Suddenly the cry of command 
which had urged them on, was hushed. The 
haughty chief had fallen.* His men now 
fled, leaving thirty three dead on the field, 
most of whom were found near Tscumthe* 
He was killed in that part of the line, where 
Colonel Johnson was wounded, and by some 
it is supposed that he fell by the hand of the 
Colonel himself. 
Thus ended the battle. The whole army 

* The grave In which Tecumseh'sremaiDs were dc^posited bj 
the Indians after the return of the American army, is still visibla 
near the borders of a willow marsh, on the north line of the battle- 
ground, with a large fallen oak-tree lying beside. Thife willow 
and wild rose are thick around it, but the moupd itself is cleured 
of shrubbery, and is said to owe its good condition to the occar 
sional visits of his countrymen.— Western Pajier. 

Thus rep<tae, in solitude and silence, the ashes of tlie InHarn 
Bunaparte. In truth have they 

— " Left him alone in his glory." 

Tkatcher*s Indian Biographif. 

The British government granted a pension to his widow and 
family. Tho Prophet was supplied in like manner until his 
death, which took place a few years since. 
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of the enemy was captured, except a few that 
galloped off with Greneral Proctor. He had 
promised to deliver Harrison and his men 
when taken^ to the tomahawk and scalping 
knife. He now trembled for the fate of his 
own worthless person should he fall into the 
hands of the Americans. 

The loss of the British was 18 killed and 
26 wounded. Prisoners taken, 600. Our loss 
was about the same in killed and wounded. 
Our army numbered less than 2,500, nearly 
all of whom were militia. The enemy had 
845 regulars and 2,000 Indians in the field. 

This brilliant victory* following so close 
upon Perry's glorious battle, closed the war 
in that quarter, and rescued the whole north- 
western frontier from the barbarities of the 
savages. There was a general rejoicing 
throughout the country, and even the enemies 
of Harrison now openly acknowledged that 
he was a truly great man. 

* The victory of Harrison was such m ifoald have seemed to 
a Roman General, in the best days of tiio republic, the honors of 
a triumph. He pat an end to the war In the uppermost Canada.— 
Tht HoMfraik Loftgdon Cfteveti 



:■'■■ ■. * 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Kentucky Volunteers disbanded— Harrison goes to Sackett*f 
Harbor— Public rejoicings — Opinion of Simon Snyder— Demo- 
cratic meeting at Harrowgate— Hanison^s resignation— Perry*s 
opinion of Harrison — Same by General McArthur. 

I 

4 

All the artillery and military stores of the 
British army fell into the hands of the Ameri- 
can troops. Among the former were three 
beautiful brass field pieces, which had been 
taken during the revolutionary war, and which 
were recovered by the English at the dastardly 
surrender of General Hull. During the pur- 
suit of Proctor all Harrison^s baggage was 
carried in a valise, and his bed was a single 
blanket fastened over his saddle. This last 
he gave to Colonel Evans, a wounded British 
officer. On the night after the battle of the 
Thames, he invited thirty-five British officers 
(prisoners of war,) to sup with, and all he had 
to place before them was fii^h roast beef, 
without either bread or salt. This was the 
fare of the armji and ha would never have 
better food than his soldiers. 

On the return of the troops, the Kentucky 
volunteers were dismissed at Detroit, and the 
British Indians sent to General Rarrisoit, to 
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ask for peace. An armistice was granted, 
that the general government might have time 
to consider the terms. 

On the 22d of October, General Harrison 
and suite, and Commodore Perry, arrived at 
Erie, in the Ariel, from Detroit. They were 
received by the inhabitants with rapture — 
with the thunder of cannon, illuminations, 
and e^ery demonstration of joy as the de- 
liverers of the frontier. Perry went to New- 
port, Rhode Island. General Harrison, with 
about 1,500 troops went on the next day, and 
reached Black Rock on the 24th. Commo- 
dore Barclay, the commander of the late 
English fleet, accompanied Harrison and 
Perry.* On Harrison's arrival at Fort 
Niagara, preparations were making for an 
expedition against Burlington Heights. TJbeie 
were arrested by an order from the Secretfuj" 
of War, who was then upon the frontier, €cfr 
Harrison to bring his troops to Sackett*« 
Harbor, * At the latter place he left his men 
and proceeded forthwith to Washington, by 
the way of New York and Philadelphia. The 
account of the victory of the Thames had 
preceded the hero, and he was met with pub- 

» Hue's riegister. Vol. V. 
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lie rejoicings and hearty congratulations in 
every town on his route. From Niles's Reg- 
ister of November, 1813, we make the follow- 
ing extract :— * 

" Harrison's Victory.— There waa a gene- 
ral illumination in Philadelphia on the even- 
ing of the 27th ult., by recommendation of 
the mayor, such expressions of joy being pro- 
hibited by law, without his piermission. Many 
of the public buildings in New York were 
illuminated in great style. The bells weire 
rung and salutes from all the forts, from the 
navy yard and the flotilla. Such demonstra- 
tions of joy have been exhibited in almost 
every town and village we have heard from." 

Again, in the same volnme, Nilbs says :— 

^ Harrison's victory has been celebrated in 

Washington, Alexandria, Wilmington, (Del.) 

rPhiUdelphia, and New York, by brilliant iIIm- 

minations. In the latter, by reeommendation 

of the congtituted authorities.** * ♦ • 

*^ From St. Louis, we have satisfactory ac- 
counts of the measnpes thai have been taiken 
to meet 'and punish tlie Indians in tfkat qOa#- 
ter. But it is probable that Harrison's vic- 
tory has given peace to all the western country. 
The news of it inll fly like wild fire aoo^g 

u 
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the sarage tribes, and point out the fuctiniy 
of suhndssion.^* 

The author perfectly remembers the illo* 
mitiation in Philadelphia. The people were 
then all hurrahing for the Hero of the 
Thames, (though he had not yet reached that 
city,) except a few tories who were ogfoaed 
to the war and Would have cheerfuDy gifeii 
back the whole country to the. yoke of Great 
Britain* A crowd paraded the streets on tlie 
night of the celebration, and the windows of 
almost every tenanted house were brilliant]/ 
lighted. Bands of music, accompanied the 
immense concourse, and appropriate national 
airs were performed. The houses of a few 
well known tories were visited by the patriotic 
assemblage, and three awful groans given be- 
fore the door of each, while the muslciani 
played the Dead March to some, and tbr 
Rogue^s March to' others.' 

The excellent Simon Snyder, then gover- 
nor of Pennsylvania, in his message to the 
Legislature at tlie following session, (Decem- 
ber 10th, 1813,) used the following lan- 
guage:— 

^' The blessings of thousands of women and 
children, rescued from 1;he scalping knife of 
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the ruthless savage of the wilderness, and 
from the still more savage Proctor, rest on 
Harrison and his gallant army/'* 

These are but a few of the notices of the 
Tictory. The papers of the day were filled 
with compliments to the hero, and we might 
occupy a much larger book than this, before 
we could give one half of the applause gen- 
erously heaped upon his head at the time, and 
for years after. Before this, it was well known 
that Harrison would never abandon a biattle 
until victory crowned his efforts. IVhen; it 
was understood that he was about to invade 
Canada, the whole country rang with the 
tidings, and all felt convinced that he would 
conquer. There expectations were fully real- 
ized. 

Among the proceedings of a celebration of 
the Fourth of July, in 1813, held at Harrow- 
gate near Frank'ford, Philadelphia county, 
(Penn.)by the "Democratic Young Men," the 
following regular toast will be found. The 
President of the dimier was the staunch old 
democrat Jonathan B. Smith, Esq. : and 
Dr. Joel B. Sutherland was the Secretary. 
The Dr. likewise delivered the oration in the 

* PeimsylyanU Legislative DocomenU. 
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mornins: at the Universalist Church in Lom- 
bard street. It will be borne in mind that this 
toast was drank before General Harrison 
gained the victory of the Thames : — 

" General William Henrit Harrison-— 
the Washington of the West — we look for- 
ward to his speedily avenging the barbantiea 
of Tecumthe and his inhuman allies the Bri- 
tish," 1 gun 9 cheers.* 

The reader has already seen how soon thia 
prophetic sentiment was realized. The toast 
had scarcely travelled to the frontier, when 
Harrison had taken the whole British armyt 
and the hostile Indians were bending at his 
feet, suing for peace. 

When General Hai^ison reached Wash- 
ington, he was urged by the President to has- 
ten to Cincinnati, to superintend measures 
then in anticipation. At this time, General 
John Armstrong was Secretary of War 
He was notorious for his attempts to stir up a 
mutiny in the army of the revolution, in 1783, 
when it was about to be. disbanded. From 
some prejudice conceived against him, in the 
plan of the campaign of 1814, submitted to 

* The whole proceedings* may be found in the Weekly Aurora 
-'^Mished in Philadelphia, in 1813. 
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the PresideDt by the Secretary, General Har- 
rison waaVsonfioed to tlie command of the 
8th military district, which included only thd 
western states. " A major genera! who was 
in the prime of life*— who had fought with 
reputation under Watnb— who had signa- 
lized his name and character in the memorable 
and well contested events at Tippecanoe and 
Fort Meigs ; and who had, by a bloodless 
victory on the Thames, achieved by the sug- 
gestions of liis masterly genius, 'given ^ace 
to a widely /extended frontier ; restored an im- 
portant territory to our government, and ac- 
quired possession of the greater portion of 
Upper Canada, was thus directed to. remain 
in a district at no one point of which was 
there more than a regiment stationed.*' * * 
*' In the meantime the Secretary had ven* 
tured on the nery indelicate and outrageons 
proceeding of not only designating a subor> 
dinate officer for a particular service, within 
the district, but of transmitting the order di- 
rectly to him to take a certain portion of the 
troops, without consulting the commanding 
officer of the immediate post or district. Hit 
order of the 25th of April to Major Holmes, 
was not less insulting to the eommanding gen- 
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era],thaD it wus conducive to every species of 
insubordination. The command bf a major 
general was not even nominal, if a secretaiy, 
at a distance of one thousand miles, were 
permitted thus to interfere in the internal con- 
cerns of his district. 

*' This course was evidently intended as a 
source of mortification to General Harrisoit, 
when contrasted with the unlimited powers 
confided to him in the campaigns of 1812-13. 
On the receipt, therefore, of the notification 
from the War Department, of the order of 
the 25th of April, General Harrison instantly 
addressed a letter of resignation to the Secre- 
tary, and a notification of it to the President. 
As soon as Governor Shelby heard of the 
resignation of General Harrison, he lost no 
time in addressing tlie President in his tfsual 
forcible terms, to prevent his acceptance of 
it ; but unfortunately for the public interest 
the President was on a visit to Virginia, to 
which place the letters from General Harri- 
son and Governor Shelby were forwarded, 
and that of the latter was not received until 
after Secretary Armstrong, withomi the pre^ 
vious consent of the President^ had assvraed' 
to himself the lugh prerogative of accepting 
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the resignation. The President ezpresrsed his 
great regr^ that the letter of Gorernor Shel- 
by had not been received earlier, as in Chat 
case the valuable services of General Harrit 
SON would have been preserved to the nation 
in the enstiing campaign.*'* 

In 1^13, Commodore Perrt wrote to Gen- 
eral Harrison — " You know what has been 
my opinion as to the future Commander-in- 
chief of the army. I pride myself not a lit- 
tle, I assure you, on seeing my predictions' so 
near being verified ; yes, my dear friend, I 
expect to hail you as the chief who is to Ve- 
deem the honor of our arms in the North.** 

At a skirmish with the Indians at Chatham, 
before the battle of the Thames, PeRRY re- 
monstrated with Harrison upon his exposure, 
when the latter replied, that ** it was necessary 
that a general should set an example.^" 

In 1814, General McArthur wrote to Geti* 
eral Harrison ; — '* You, sir, stand the highest 
with the militia of this state of any general 
in the senrice, and I am confident that no man. 
can fight them tfl so great aft advantage f and 
I think their extreme solicitude may be the 
means of calling you to this frontier'' 

* Dawson's Life of Harrison. 
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On being asked how he gained the control 
and confidence of the militia, be replied — 
** By treating them with affection and kindness 
— by alwajtf recollecting that they .were my- 
fellow-citizens, whose feelings I was bound to 
respect, and by sharing on every occasion the 
hardships which they were obliged to un- 
dergo." 

Here ended General Harrison^s brilliant 
and glorious military career. For nearly 
a quarter of a century he had been a promi- 
nent actor in the battles of his country — liad 
lead his countrymen through every danger, 
and In the language of the present Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States, ** had never sus- 
tained a defeat." Wheh he could no longer 
serve his country in the field, he gave up his 
command and retired to private life.* 

* If General Harrison had not been a disinterested and high- 
minded man— if he could have sacrificed hit sense of duty to 
pecuniary considerations, he might have remained with his 
family, enjoying his high rank, and its emoluments, and reposinf 
iqx>n his laurels ; bat he disdained command, or the reception of 
pay for services which he was not permtttad t* perform^ and 
cheerfully retired to private life when he ctwMI SO longer be use- 
ful in the field.— Jm^ MaU, 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

narrisoA elected to Congress —Vote of thanks and a gold medal 
presented— Opinion of Colonel Johnson— Hanlson's militia bill. 

In 1814, Genera] Harrison wad appointed, 
with Governor Shelby and tGeneral Cass, to 
treat with the western Indians ; and afler the 
peace with Great Britain, 1815, he was placed 
at the head of another commission, associated 
with General Mc Arthur and the Hon. John 
Graham. Under both these appointmentS| 
satisfactory treaties were concluded — the for- 
mer at Greenville, and the latter at Detroit. 

In 1816, he was elected to fill a vacancj 
in the House of Representatives in Congress^ 
occasioned by the resignation of the Hod* 
John McLean, and also for two years suc- 
ceeding. There were six candidates, and he re- 
ceived one thousand majority over all. At this 
session, a resolution was introduced, present- 
ing the thanks of Congress, and directing med- 
als to be struck, to be given to General Harrison 
and Governor Shelby. When the resolution 
came before the Senate, Mr. Lacock moved to 
strike out the name of General Harrison, and 
the motion was carried — Yeas 13, Niiys 11.* 

"""" * Niles* Register. ' 
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About the same time, one of the contractors 
of the armj, whose profits had beea dimin- 
ished by the integrity of Harrison, charged 
him with improper conduct while command- 
ing the army. The General demanded an in- 
vestigation, and it was while this was pending 
that Mr. Lacock made the ungenerous mo- 
tion, which gave a blow tto the iDtipepid hero 
most unjust, and which he felt to be unmerited. 
Yet, disgraceful as was this procedure, in his 
own words, '* his respect for Congress would 
not permit him to impugn its motives.*** 
This magnanimity under such stinging cir- 
cumstances cannot be too highly extolled. 
But we must let facts speak for themselves, 
and when we have given them, we shall leave 
the reader to make up his own mind who was 
honored and applauded, and who disgraced 
and contemned. The following is extracted 
from the Journal of the House of Represen- 
tatives, Thursday, January 23, 1817 : — 

* General Harrison, in a letter apon the sabject of Mr. Lacock*8 
motion, dated July 16, 1816, used the following language ;— ** A 
vote of the Senate of the United States has attached to my 
name a disgrace which I am fully convinced no time or no effort 
of mine will ever he able to efface. Their censure is indeed ne- 
gative, but it is not on that account the less severe. Could a 
vote positively expressing my unworthiness, attach tome more , 
^*^ijnuy than one which declares that I am the only wan of ttM 
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" Mn Johnson of Kentucky,* from the com- 
mittee to which was referred the letter and re- 
port of the acting Secretary of War, on the 
application of General William H. Harri- 
son respecting his expenditures of public 
money while commanding the north-western 
army, made a report thereon, stating that the 
committee are unanimously of opinion that 
General Harrison stands above suspicion as 
to his having had apy pecuniary or improper 
connexion with the officers of the commissa- 
riat for the supply of his army ; that he did 

not wantonly or improperly interfere with the 

• I ■ » III II ■ ' '* 

army which I commanded^ who did not deserve the thanks of the 
nation. ^ Could anytliing but cowardice or treason justify this ex 
cessive rigor !— and yet it is not pretended that I am guilty of 
either. What then is my crime, and what the reasons upon 
which the vote of the Senate was justified ? Why an investiga 
tion before the House of Representatives was pendfhg, solicited 
by myself and some one or more persons, had impressed every 
member of Congress to whom I was unknown, with the belief 
that I deserved no merit for the success of the compaign, arid that 
I was forced against my inclination to pursue the British army. 
My respect for the first branch of the Legislature of my country, 
will not permit me to impugn its motives. I am bound to believe 
that the majority at least acted from correct principles ; but on a 
subject so important to an individual ; upon a vote which was t9 
attach disgrace to his character, which will follow him to his 
grave, and which will cause the blush to raise upon the cheek 
of his children, should they not have paused ?" 

* Colonel Richard M. Johnson, who was chairman of the com- 
mitter appointed at the request of General Harrison, to investi- 
gate t t charge against him* 
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rights of the contractors ; and that in his 
whole conauct, as the commander of the said 
army, he was governed by a laudable zeal for 
and devotion to, the public service and inter- 
est; which said report was read and con 
sidered. 

Colonel Johnson again stated that General 
Harrison *' stood above suspicion* and was in 
his measures governed by a proper zeal and 
devotion to the public interest." Mr. Hul- 
BERT, also on the committee, stated, that he 
had been prejudiced against General Harri- 
son, but that the investigation had satisfied 
him that the accusation was false and cruel. 
•* In a word,*' said Mr. H., " I feel myself au- 
thorized to say, that every member of the 
committee is fully satisfied, that the conduct 
of General Harrison, in relation to the sub- 
ject matter of this inquiry, has been that of a 
brave, honest, and honorable man ; and that, 
instead of deserving censure, he merits the 
thanks and applause of his country." 

On tlie 24th of March, 1818, Mr. Dick- 
ERsoN brought the subject again before the 
Senate. In his introductory remarks, the 
mover said, there was an objection to a sim- 
ilar resolution offered two years before, and that 
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was, the investigation then pending before the 
House. Nothing could be done until the com- 
mittee of investigation had reported, and no 
report was made until the 23d of Jonuarj, 
1817. The session terminating soon after, 
left no opportunity fctr the passage of the 
resolution. .Mr. Dickerson then offered the 
following: — 

^^ Resolved hy the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of Ame- 
rica, in Congress assembled, That the thanks 
of Congress be, and they are hereby, present- 
ed tb Major General William Henry Har- 
rison and Isaac Shelby, late Governor of 
Kentucky, and through them to the officers 
and men under their command, for their gal- 
lantry and good conduct in defeating the 
combined British and Indian forces under 
Major General Proctor, on the Thames, tn 
Upper Canada, on the 5th of October, 181^, 
capturing the British army with the baggage* 
cnmp equipage and artilkry ; and th^it the 
President of the United States be requested to 
cause two gold medals to be struck, embleiaa'- 
tical of this triumph, and presented to General 
Harrison and Isaac Shelby, late Governor 

of Kentucky." , 

V 
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Mr. Dickerson then spoke at some length 
upon the subject. One objection to the pas- 
sage of the first resolution in 1S16, was, that 
it was charged that Harrison would not have 
followed Proctor had it not been for Gov- 
ernor SuELBY. In alluding to this, Mr. Dick- 
erson said : — *' Shelby, generous as he is 
brave, disclaims this exclusive merit, and in 
A letter, which I beg leave to read, denies, 
in the most positive terms, having used the 
language ascribed to him: and he gives to 
General Harrison the highest praise for his 
promptitude and vigilance in pursuing Proc- 
tor; for the skill with which he arranged his 
troops for meeting the enemj, and for his dis- 
tinguished bravery during the battle. 

" He Mates that the duties of General Har- 
rison, as Commander-in-chief of the north- 
western army, were in the highest degree 
arduous; and that such was the zeal and 
fidelity with which they were performed, they 
could not have been committed to better 
hands. Of thel^e particulars no one could 
know better: no one would judge better than 
Governor Shelby. I have many other docu- 
ments and papers to show that Governor 
Shelby was not mistaken in the statements 
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he has made, and which I' will read, if any 
doubt should be expressed upon this. subject. 
I trust, however, that no such doubt will be 
entertained, and am confident that honorable 
gentlemen will feel a pleasure-in awarding to 
General Harrison that testimony of applause, 
which a sense of duty induced them formerly 
to withhold." 

The resolution passed the Senate unani- 
mously on the 30th of March, and the same 
day went through three readings in the House, 
and passed, with only one dissentient voice.* 

General- Harrison had gained his battles 
by the militia, and his own skill in training 
and manoeuvring them. The adoption of an 
efficient militia system was one object which 
induced him to accept the nomination for 
Congress. Another was the relief of the sol 
diers who served in the two wars. He soon 
reported a militia bill and an explanatory re 
port.t The plan was highly approved by 

* See Journals of the Senate and House of Representatii^St 
for 1818. 

t The plan proposed in the Report, and supported by Bfr. H., 
'was that of the ancient republics, which mingled mUitBry in- 
struction with the ordinary education of youth, commencing 
with the elementary military duties at the primary schools, and 
ending with the higher tactics at the colleges. The expense 
wbs to be bome by the United States ;. but to obriate the objeo. 
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Mr. Monroe and Mr. Cr-\wford. The lat- 
ter, doubting tiie constitutionality of such a 
system, drew up an amendment to the con- 
stitution to embrace it ; but, having just fin- 
ished a war, the members were tired of mili- 
tary details, and refused to adopt a plan 
which would have silenced all disputes about 
situations in the military college, and by 
which the children of the rich and poor would 
have received the same education. The Gen- 
eral supported his bill with a speech, and Mr. 
Williams, of North Carolina, afterward said, 
in alluding to it, "The gentleman from Ohio 
has depicted the dangers of a standing army 
to a government like ours, in a strain of elo- 
quence such as has rarely been witnessed ia 
this House.'* 



CHAPTER XX Vn. 

General Harrison in Congress— In the Senate of Ohio— Censure 
for Ms vote upon the bill for the punishment of criminals— His 
letter on the subject. 

In 1816, General Harrison introduced in 
the House a resolution in honor of the memo- 



tion of the hicrease of patronage which It would give to tlie 
general government, the instructors were to be appointed by 
ho spates respectively. — Judgt HaH 
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ry Df Kosciusko, and made a classic and 
touching speech. He was an ardent advocate 
for the acknowledgment of the independence 
of the South American republic. Upon the 
resolution to censure General Jackson for his 
conduct during the Seminole war, General 
Harrison delivered an eloquent address tt> 
the House. 'While he disapproved of one act, 
he applauded the patriotism of the hero of 
New Orleans, and gave him full and open 
credit for his many good deeds^* 

tn 1819, General Harrison was elected a 
member of the Senate of Ohio. Here he 
served two years, devoting all the energies of 

^ General Harrison concluded his remarks, thus—". If the resolu- 
hons pass, I would addfess him'* (General Jackson) " thus : *^Ift 
the performance of a sacred duty imposed by their construction 
of the constitution, the representatives of the people have found 
it necess&ry to disappiove a single act of your brilliant career ; 
they have done it in the full conviction that the hero Who has 
guarded her rights in the field, will bow with reverence to tlie. 
civil institutions of his couotry— 4hat he has admitted as his 
creed, that the charau;ter of the soldier can never be complete 
without eternal refermice to the character of the citizen. Yo«r 
country has done for you all that a country can do for the moat 
favored of hc^r sons. TbB age of deification is past ; it was an 
age of tfianny and baibarism : the adoration of man should be 
addressed to Us Creat<ff slone. Yon hare been feasted in the 
Pritanes of the cities* Tour statue shall be placed in the capitol, 
and your name be foondin the aongs of the vurgins. Go, gallant 
chief, and bear with yoa ttie gratitude ci your country. Go, under 
the full conviction, ^lat «• hei gloiy it idestifi«d with yours, riM 
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his gigantic {nind to his public duties ; and du- 
ring ttiis time, as an elector for president and 
vice-president, he voted for James Monroe and 
Daniel D. Tompkins. He was subsequently 
chosen an elector, and voted for Henrt Clat. 
During the time he was in the Senate of 
Ohio, a bill was introduced for the punish- 
meat of offe;nces against the state. It con- 
tained a clause bj which persons fined for 
criminal offences, were to be apprenticed to 
respectable citizens for sufficient sums to pay 
the fines. In this shape it passed the House 
almost unanimously. lu the Senate a motion 
was made and carried to strike out the clause 
alluded to, and General Harrison, with 11 
other senators,* voted to retain the clause^ 

has nothing more dear to her but her laws, nothing more sacred 
but her constitution. Even an unintentional error shall be sanc- 
tified to her service. It will teach posterity that the government 
which could disapprove the conduct of a Marceilus, will have the 
fortitude to crush the vices of a Marius.* 

These sentiments, sir, lead to results in which all must niUte. 
General Jackson will stil) live in the hearts of his fellow-citizens, 
and the constitution of ^our country will be immortal.'* 

* Among those who voted for the law beside General Harrison, 
were Eli Baldwin, Esq., who was the administration candidate 
for the gubemat(»rial chair of Ohio, in 1636, and the Hon. Thomas 
Morris, one of the present administration senators from Ohie 
in Congress, and all the members of the Cftiio House of Bepre- 
aentatives from the county of Haniilt<Mi. Sm JowmaiU t(f the 
Rotate ami Honae tf Repre9enUiti»§*f €f Okiq, 
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** as the most mild and human mode of deal- 
ing with the offenders for whose cases it was 
intended." In the Hamilton (Butler dountj, 
Ohio) Intelligencer, of December 15th, 1821, 
a writer endeavored to misrepresent the vote 
of the minority of the Senate, and to lead the 
reader to imagine that persons imprisoned fi>r 
mere debt, were to be treated as crimiiiib, 
and so apprenticed. When the article in the 
Intelligencer fell und^r the eje of Ge&eral 
Harrison, he immediatelj wrote the following 
letter to the editor, and it appeared in his pa- 
per of December of 31st, 1821. 

*' Sir : In your paper of the 15th instant, 
I observed a most violent attack upon eleven 
other members of the late Senate and myself, 
for a supposed vote given at the last session 
for liie passage ot a law to * sell debtors in 
certain cases.' If such had been our conduct 
I acknowledge that we should not only de- 
serve the censure which the writer has be- 
stowed on us, but the execration of efeif 
honest man in society. An act of that kind 
is not only opposed to fbe principles of justice 
and humanity, but would be a palpal^ viola- 
tion of the coDfllitutioii of tlie State, which 
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every legislator is sworn to support; and 
sanctioned by a House of ttepresentatiyea and 
12 Senators, it would indicate a state of do:' 
pravity which would fill every patriotic bosom 
with the most alarming anticipations. But 
the fiict isy.that no such proposition was ever 
made in the legislature or e?en thought of«. 
The act to which the writer alludes has no 
more relation to the collection of ' debts' than 
it has. to the discovery of longitude, It.waa 
an act for the punishment of offences against 
the State, and that part of which hap so deeiiiy 
wounded the feelings of your correspondent^ . 
was passed by the House of Representatives 
and voted for by the 12 senators under the im- 
pression that it wa&the most mild and human 
mode of dealing with the offenders for whose 
cases it was intended* It was adopted by 
tlie House of Representatives as a part of thd 
general system of criminal law-, which was 
then undergoing a complete revision and 
amendment ; the necessity of this is evinced 
by the following facts: — For several yeara 
past, it had become apparent that the Peniteof 
tiary system was becoming more and more 
burdensome at every session ; a large appro-r 
priation was called for to meet the eicceis of. 
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expenditure above the receipts of the establish- 
merrt. In the commeii cement of the ses- 
sion of 1820, the deficit amounted to near 
$20,000. 

This growing evil required the immediate 
interposition of some vigorous legislative mea- 
sure; two were recommended as being- likeljr 
to produce the effect ;— first, placing the hiiti- 
tution under better management, and se- 
eondljT, lessening the number of convicts who 
were sentenced for short periods and whose 
labor was found of course to be most unpro- 
ductive. In pursuance of the latter principle, 
thefts to the amount of $60, or upwards, were 
subjected to punishment in the Penitentiary, 
instead of $10 which was the former mini- 
raun sum — this was easily done. But the 
great difficulty remained to determine what 
should be the punishment of those numerous 
larcenies below the sum of $60. By some, 
whipping was proposed, by others punishment 
by hard labor in the countj jails, and by others 
it was thought best to make them work on the 
highways. 

To all these, there appeared insuperable ob- 
jections : fine and imprisonment was adopted 
by the Hoase of Representatives as the only 
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alternative^ and as it was well known these 
vexatious pilferings were generally perpetrated 
by the most worthless vagabonds in society, 
it was added that when they could not pay the 
fines and cosls which are always part of the 
sentence and punishment, that their services 
should be sold out to any person who would 
pay their fine and costs fi>r them* This was 
the clause which was passed, as I believe, by 
a unanimous vote of the House, and stricken 
out in the Senate in opposition of the 12 wha 
have been denominated. A little.farther trou-» 
ble in examining the journals would have 
shown your correspondent that this was 
considered as. « substitute for whipping, 
which was lost in the Senate, and in the 
House by a small majority, after being once 
passed. 

I think, Mr. Editor, I have said enough to 
show that this obnoxious law would not have 
applied to ^ unfortunate debtors of 64 years,* 
but to infamous offenders, who depredate upon. 
the property of their fellow-citizens, and who 
by the constitution of the State as well as the 
principle of existing laws, were subject to in- 
Tolontary servitude. I must confess I had no 
v^ sanguine expectations of beneficial ef* 
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feet !rom this measure, ns it would apply to 
convicts who had attained the age of matu- 
rity. But I had supposed that a woman or a 
youth who, convicted of an offence, and re- 
mained in jail for the payment of the fine and 
costs imposed, might with great advantage be 
transferred to the residence of some decent, 
virtuous, private family, whose precept and 
example would gently lead them back to the 
paths of virtue. I would appeal ' to the 
candor. of your correspondent to say. whether 
if there were ap individual confined under the 
circumstances I have mentioned, for whose 
fate he was interested, he would not gladly 
see him transferred, froin the iSIthy inclosure 
of a jail, and tlie still more filthy inhabitants, 
to the comfortable mansion of some virtuous 
citizen, whose admonitions would check his 
vicious propensities and whose authority over 
him would be no more than is exercised over 
thousands oT apprentices in our country; and 
those bound servants which. are tolerated in 
our, as well as every other State in the Union. 
Far from advocating the abominable prin- 
ciples attributed to me by your correspondent, 
I think that imprisonment for debt, under any 
circumstances >utthat where fraud is alleged» 



I 
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is at war with the best principles of our coik- 
stitution, and oug[it to be abolished. 
I am, Sir, jour bumble servant, 

WM. H. HARRISON. 
North Bend) 22d December, 1821. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 



The MissoTxri restrtetioB— Harris<ni elected United States SeiUK 
tor— Poblic acts— Appointed Minister to Colombiar— Treatmenll 
upon his recall— Is a Candidate for the Presidency in 1936— 
agahi nominated In 1839. for the same office. 

In 1822, General Harrison was a candi- 
date for Congress, but lost his election in con- 
sequence of having voted against tlie Missouri 
jestriction. In February, 1319, when he was 
a member of the House of Representatives^ 
a law was piassed authorizing the Missouri 
Territory to form a state constitution. 

General Jamis Tallmadge, then a mem- 
ber from New York, moved the following 
amendment : — " Provided, that the further 
introduction of Slavery or involuntary ser- 
vitude be prohibited, (in the new state,) ex- 
cept for the punishment of crimes, whereof 
the party shall have been fully convicted.'* 
2d. ^^ That all children born within said 
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itate after the admission thereof into thl^ 
Union, shall be free at the age of 25 years/* 

" On these amendments," says Niles, " a 
long and spirited debate ensued. The south* 
em and most of the western members warmlj^ 
opposed these amendments, as having a 
direct tendency to break up the compact of 
the Union between the states, and destroy 
that provision in the federal constitution, 
which secures slave property to those states 
that choose to hold it. General Harrison 
voted against any restriction on the new state, 
but it was carried in the House, yeas 87, 
nays 78." 

The Senate struck out these respective 
clauses, and the convention of Missouri was 
left free and unshackled in the formation of 
the state constitution. The next year, when 
the state of Missouri applied for admission into 
the Union, as a slave state, the same restric- 
tion was again attempted, but finally, through 
the matchless abilities and exertions of HenrV 
Clat, she was admitted into the Union, free 
of restriction. 

It was the wish of General Harrison to 

leave the Missouri convention as free as the 

constitution of the United States would allows 

W 
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ftnd tQ put no restrictions upon the new state 
which had not been placed on others. His 
TOte was in accordance with his strict con- 
struction of the federal constitution, and his 
earnest desire to put Missouri on an equality 
with her older sisters of the Union. When. he 
was defeated in 1822, the National Intelli- 
gencer, (Oct. 30, 1822,) used the following 
language : — 

** A friend informs us, which we are sorry 
to learn, that General Harrison was opposed, 
as a friend to the general government, but 
particularly on account of his adherence to 
that principle of the constitution which se- 
cures to the people of the south their pre-exist- 
ing rights,,*^. 

In I9S}4) General Harrison was elected 
to the Senate of the United States, and, as 
chairman of the military committee,* intro- 
duced a bill to prevent desertion in the army. 
His plan was to raise the character of the of- 
ficers and to hold out inducements to soldiers 
to perform their duties. He likewise brought 
forward a bill to decrease the duty on salt, it. 
being a iiecessary of life. He supported the 
hill to confer cadet appointments, at West 

m .III 

* Id place of General Jacluon, who had resigned 
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Point, on the sonn of those wlio had bravely 
fallen in their country's service. 

His exertions in favor of pensions to old 
soldiers will never be forgotten. With all his 
masterly powers he supported the bill intro- 
duced by the excellent Bloomfield, and 
which was the means of rescuing many a de- 
serving and brave man from want and ne- 
glect. 

In 1828, General Harrison was appointed 
minister plenipotentiary to the Republic of 
Colombia. He embarked immediately and 
arrived at Maracaybo, on the 22d of Decem- 
ber, and thence proceeded to Bogota. He 
found every thing in confusioo, nnd Boliyar 
much inclined to favor the military party 
which wished to confer upon him a dictator- 
ship. To this the more democratic of the 
people were strongly opposed, and they ef et^i 
ually succeeded in their views. The plain 
appearance and republican manners of the 
minister, led to his being suspected, by a 
people ever jealous, of favoring the demo- 
cratic party, and subjected him to many petty 
persecutions from the aristocracy, against 
M'hich he gallantly sustained himself. One 
of Jackson^s first acts upon taking the Presi- 
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dential chair, was to recall Genera] Harrison* 
Before his return however, and after he had 
taken his leave as minister, he addressed a 
letter to the Colombian hero, as a personal 
friend. This document, replete with wisdom, 
goodness and patriotism, will be found in our 
appendix, and should be carefully read and 
studied. It breathes the purest principles and 
minutely describes the truly great man. 

In his recall he was treated with great rude^ 
ness, though it does not appear that the gov* 
ernment was at fault. The sloop of war, 
Natchez sailed from New York, in June, 
1829, and carried out his successor, and ber 
commander, Captain Claxton, was ordered 
to stop at a certain port for the purpose of 
taking General Harrison on board.* He 
had been previously notified that the vessel 
would be atCarthagena at a certain time, and 
he was to hold himself in readiness to return 
by her. He waited at the port for a long 
time, but the sloop of war did not make her 
appearance, although at the Island of Cur- 
racoa, only 200 miles distant, the Captain had 
been informed that General Harrison was 
waiting at Carthagena with intense anxiety, 

* The Globe of 183(5. 
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and that he was in extremely bad health.* 
In consequence of negligence he was detained 
in a foreign country three months, subjected 
to expense, sickness and mortification. He 
returned in a private vessel, and, we under- 
stand, at his own expense. 

Upon ascertaining the facts, the then Secre- 
tary of the Navy, was willing and urgent to pur- 
sue the course of justice in the premises, but 
as General Harrison had been the only suf- 
ferer, he would not consent to it, and the Se- 
cretary yielded to his particular request to for- 
give and forget. In this manner has General 
Harrison always met the slights of those who 
could not appreciate the nobility of a heart 
devoted wholly to his country and his coun- 
try's good. 

He now retired to his farm at North Bend, 
and devoted himself to the cultivation of his 
property ; living in the plain style of our old 
republican farmers, and enjoying the truest 
happiness in the bosom of an affectionate 
wife, and the young and lovely smiles of his 
children. 

His farm on the Ohio river contains very 
superior corn ground, and some years since, 

• * Washington Mirror. 
W* 
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when corn was low, he established. a distillery^ 
in order to convert his surplus into an article 
more portable and profitable. He soon, how- 
ever, perceived the injurious effects resulting 
from such manufactories, aiid abolished his 
distillery ; thus setting a bright and useful ex^ 
ample to those around him, sacrificing his 
own pecuniary interest to the good of the com* 
munity, In his address to the Hamilton 
County Agricultural Society, delivered June 
16, 1831, he alluded to this subject in a neat 
and feeling manner, concluding thus : — ** I 
speak more freely of the practice of convert- 
ing the material of ' the staff of life' (and for 
which so many human beings yearly perish) 
into an article which is so destructive of health 
and happiness, because in that way I have 
sinned myself ; but in that way I shall sin 
no morej*^ 

In the same address, he drew the picture 
of a tarmer in glowing and vivid colors. In 
the portraiture of a hero returning from the 
field of glory to the humble retirement of • 
farm, we see General Harrison conspicu* 
ously, though unconsciously shadowed forth* 
An extract embracing this sketch, may be 
found in the ^pendi^ 4^t this time, he was 
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Still at his plough, earning his daily bread by 
the sweat of his brow, nor was he visited by 
the politics of the country until in 1836, when 
he was taken up by a portion of the states 
and run in opposition to Martin Van Buren, 
for the Presidency. There were several can- 
didates* in the field against the present execu- 
tive at the same time. At the east, Daniel 
Webster stood prominent; — at the south, 
Judge White ; — in most of the middle and 
western states, General Harrison was the 
candiate. It can scarcely be said that there 
was any concentrated action among the op- 
position, nor was he taken up until within a 
few months of the election, and yet he re- 
ceived seventy-two electoral votes. 

On the 4th of December, 1839, a full 
National Whig Convention assembled at Har 
risburgh, Pennsylvania, and of that body, he 
received the unanimous vote when nominated 
as the candidate of the party for the Presi- 
dency. Some months previous to this, he had 
been nominated as the candidate of the anti- 
masons, and in reply to the notification of the 
selection, he addressed a letter to the Hon. 
Harmer Denny, in which he expressed at 
length his views of the character and extent 
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of the power vested by the constitution in the 
President. In his reply to the communica- - 
tion of the committee of the convention of 
4th of December, he referred to this let- 
ter to Mr. DENmr, and one also written to the 
Hon. Sherrod Williams. We have not 
room for these documents, but have made ex 
tracts from the former, which will be found in 
the appendix, and to which the attention 
of the reader is directed. We have still 
another object in selecting but one of his 
letters on this subject. We are writing a his- 
torical, and not a political book. We do not 
omit other letters because they have any elec- 
tioneering paragraphs, but that we may not, 
even in appearance, lean to the one side or 
the other. Our politics are known — we have 
made no secret of them, yet we disclaim all 
party prejudice in the present work. We 
speak of the public acts of General Harrison 
-«— of the great powers conferred on him by 
Jefferson, Adams and Madison*. We have 
endeavored to exhibit without prejudice the 
manner in which he discharged all trusts re- 
posed in him, and feel confident that our 
work cannot be called political. 

He is now before the people as a candidate 
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for the Presidency, and this we record as 
history. 

For his views of what should be the conduct 
of the President of tlie United States, we 
again refer to the extracts from *tiis letter to 
the Hon. Harmer- Denny. He expressly 
says, that he thinks a President should not 
serve more than one term, and in his letter to 
the .committee of ^ihe Harrisburgh Convention, 
repeats his declaration, that, should he be 
elected, he would ** under no circumstances 
consent to be a candidate for a second term.*' 

The opinions and deeds of every candidate 
for so important an office as that of 'chief 
magistrate of this great republic, should be 
ever known and examined by the people. 
With this sentiment constantly before us, have 
we written this book, and the reader must 
judge how closely we have adhered to the 
guide adopted. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

A retrospect of the acts and character of Harrison. 

William Henry Harrison entered the 
•ervice of bis country when quite a boy. He 
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went immcdiatelj to the west where soldiers 
were wanted. He fought bravely by the side 
of Wayne, and secured the repeated ap- 
plause of his commander. When scarcely a 
man, he was made commander of Fort Wash- 
in^on, an exposed post, and charged with 
the care of transmitting arras and provision ^ 
to forts more advanced. He was appointed 
the first Governor of Indiana, and remained 
in that situation until called to the command 
of the north-western army. During the cam- 
paigns of 1812, 1813, he was constantly in 
service, and devoted his best and greatest 
energies to his country. He followed the 
British into Canada and captured the whole 
army of Proctor. He was then hailed as 
the Washington of the west, and on his 
journey to the capitol, was greeted with the 
most enthusiastic rejoicings. On his way, a 
public dinner was given him at Tammnnj 
Hall, New York, under the direction of th^ 
Republican General Committee, nt which 300 
persons sat down. The venerable patriot. 
Colonel Rutgers, presided, assisted by four 
vice presidents. 

Subsequently, as member of Congress, 
member of the Ohio Legislature^ and minister 
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to Colombia, he was still more distinguished 
than as a warrior ; — his civil exertions for his 
country even exceeded his glory in the field. 
He was always with the peoplei' and in favor 
of placing as much power as possible 
directly in their hands. 

*' When high in civil office, he never forgot 
his responsibility to the people, nor abused 
the great powers with which he was intrusted. 
When placed at the head of the army, .he 
was neither violent nor arbitrary. He never 
rashly exposed the lives of his men in battle, 
for the selfish purpose of winning laurels 
to deck his own brow. He never crushed 
others, that he might stride into power hira« 
self. He never set aside the laws of his 
country, nor insulted the majesty of the 
people in the persons of their officers. He 
was a brave soldier, without being a violent 
man ; an accomplished leader, without in- 
ordinate ambition; a conqueror, without for- 
getting the precepts of justice and mercy.*'* 

Retired to private life, he lived and still lives 
as a plain, republican farmer. Some years 
since he was appointed clerk of the Hamilton 

County Court, and he still fills that office. 

• — ■ — t ■ 

* Judge HaU. 



...X. 
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He was also chosen President of the Hamil- 
ton County Agricultural Society, which station 
he occupied with great credit to himself, and 
benefit to the association. 

A gentleman who wrote recently to the au- 
thor, describes General Harrison as being 
daily engaged in the labor of his farm, and 
attending personally to the fulfilment of a 
contract he had made to deliver a large quan- 
tity of stone for a public work in the neigh- 
borhood. He is remarkable for his true Vir- 
ginian hospitality, and his table, instead of 
being covered with exciting wines, is well 
supplied with the best cider. 

Before closing this, our last chapter, we 
must refer to one circumstance, which has 
been denied by some, of his friends, though 
there certainly was no necessity for such de- 
nial. We allude to his reception at Philadel- 
phia, in 1836. Thousands and tens of thou- 
sands crowded Chesnut street wharf upon his 
arrival, and greeted him with continual cheer-, 
ing as he landed. He stepped into the ba- 
rouche, but the crowd pressed forward so im- 
petuously, that the horses became frightened 
and reared frequently. A rush was made to un- 
harness the animals, when the General spoke 
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tto several, li'nd endeavored to prerent it ; but 
the team was sood unmanageable, and it be- 
came necessHrj to take them ofT. A rbpn 

• 

was brought, and attached to the carriagi!, hj 
which the people drew it to the MansHall 
Hoase. This act was the spontaneoui^' burst 
of ten thousand gi:ateful hearts. Pennsylv^- 
nians fought under the hero, atid thejlori^d 
him. We speak particularly on this ]Soint, 
because we were an eye-witness of all .^IfKt 
passed. Had the horses behaved wefliHra 
gently, the barouche would not haV0 tieeii 
dragged through the street by the people. . 

Some years since a bill was brought Ibr^ 
ward in Congress, for the relief of J. C! 
Harrison, when Colonel Richard M. John- 
son, of Kentucky, spoke on the subject. We 
conclude our labors with the following extract 
from this speech of the Colonel : — 

'^ One of the securities is General William 
Henry Harrison — and who is Gen. Harri- 
son ? The son of one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, who spent the 
greater part of his large fortune, in redeeming 
the pledge he then gave of his * fortune, life 
and sacred honor/ to secure the 
his ^tuntry. 

X' 
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" Of the career of Gen. Harrison I need 
not speak — the history of the west is his his- 
tory. For forty years he has been identified 
with its interests, its perils, and its hopes. 
Honored and beloved in the walks of peate, 
and distinguished by his ability in the councils 
of his country, he has been y«t more illus- 
triously distinguished in the field. 

'* During the late war, he was longer in uc« 
tive service than any other general officer ;-— 
he was perhaps oftener in action than any one 
of them, and never sustained a defeaV^* 

• See Journals of the House of Representatives for 1S3] 
Also, many points stated in this chapter, will be found fully snb 
atantialed by various articles in the appendix. 
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CoKBBBPONDBNCE BETWEEN GENERAL WaTNE 

AND Major Campbell. 



Hiutu RiXB, Aug. 21, 1794. 

Sir, 

An army of Ihe United Statei of AmericB, nid to b« 
tinder jour commHnd. having talcen post on the banlu 
oflhe Hiamii, foi upwards ofthe laal tweDtf.rouT houra, 
almosl widiin tlie reach of tJie gun; orthie fort, being a 
post belonging lu Hia Majeaty tlie Siog of Great Bri- 
tain, occupied by Hia Mijedly'a troops, and which I 
have the honor to command, it becomes me to intbnn 
myself, as speedily aa poiuibln, in what liglil I am to 
view your making such near approaches to this gar- 

I have no hesitation on my part to aay, that I know 
or no war existing between Great Britain and Amenca. 
I have the honor to be, Ac. 

WILLIAM CAMPBELL, 
Mujor 24th Rf^g't, commanding a British post 
on the hanha of the Ali^niJa. 
To Major General Wuyne, die. &c. 

II. 

ClHFO^ THE BAKRSOr TRC MliMa. 1 

August 21, 1794. I . 

Sir, J 

I have received your letter ot this date, requirinf / 

from me the motive* which have moved Ihe anny un- 1 

der m^ COniDiand lo the position thej'at prewiil occupy, -1 

tut within the acknowledged juri«lictioii of the UuilM \ 



268 APPENDIX. 

Without qhestioiiing the authority, or the propriety, 
sir, of your interrogatory, I think I may, without oreach 
of decorum, observe to you, that were you entitled to 
an answer, the most full and satisfactory one was an- 
nounced to you from the muzzles of my small arms 
yesterday morning in the action against hordes of sav- 
ages in the vicinity of your post, which terminated 
gloriously to the American arms. But had it contintied 
until the Indians, &c. were driven under the influence 
of the post and guns you mention, they would not have 
much impeded the progress of the victorious Qrmy un- 
der my command; as no such post was established at 
tlie commencement of the present war between the 
Indians and the United States. 

I liave the honor to be, sir, &c. 

ANTHONY WAYNE, 

Major General and Commander-in-chief of 
th9 Federal army. 
To Major Wm. Campbell, &c. 

III. 

Fort Miamis, Aug. 22, 1791. 
Sir, 

Although your letter of yesterday's d&te- fully author* 
izes me to any act of hostility against the army of the 
United States of America in this neighborhood under 
your command, yet, still anxious to prevent that dread- 
ful decision, which perhaps is not mtended to be ap- 
pealed to by eithej; of our countries, I have forborne 
for these two days past to resent those insults which 
you have offered to the British flag flying at this fort, by 
approaching it within pistol-shot of my works, not only 
singly, but in numbers, with arms iu their hands. 

Neither is it my wish to wage war with individuals. 
But should you after this continue to approach my post 
in the threatening manner you are at this moment do- 
ing, my indispensable duty to my King and Country, 
and the honor of my profession, will oblige me to have 
recourse to those measures which thousands of either 
'^ation may hereailer have cause to regret, and which I 
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■oleniiilf appeal to God 1 hare Died my utmoM endea- 

I hare ths boaor lo be, air, &e, 

WM. CAMPBELL 
To Major Qineral Wayne, Ac 

[No other notice waa loken of this letter than what it 
eiprened in the rollowing letter. The fort and work* 
were bowever reconnoitered in ovetr direction, nt aome 
poinujaaaihly within piftol-shot. Ii wai Toiind to be 
H tegaSn, strong work, the frant covered by a wide 
river, with four giins inoiitited in Ibal face. Tbe rear, 
which WIS the inom aiisceptihle of appronch, had two 
regular bnslioDB furnished with ei^I plBces of arttUery. 
the whole surrounded with a wide, deep ditch. Proia 
the botlom of the ditch lo tbe top nf the parapet, waa 
about twenty ftet perpendicular. Tbe wotita were abo 
Biirrouuded b^ an abuutis, and furniabed with a strong 
garriion.] 

IV. 



In your lellernf the Slut instant yon declare, ■'! haT« 
no beaitauou on my part lo my ibnt I know of uo war 
eiiating between Great Britain and America." 

I, on my part, declare the same; and the only canse 
1 have to entertain a contrary idea at present ia, ths 
hostile act you ore now in commisBion of,— that is, 
recently lakmg post far wilhin the well-known and ac- 
knowledged limitH of Ihe United Stales, and erecting a 
rnrtihcolion in the heart oflhe Bettlemeuta of the Indian 
trihea now at war with the United Blates, 

This, sir. appears to be an act of Ihe highest aggre*- 
sion, and destmctive lo Ihe peace and intereat of the j 
TJnion. Hence, it becomes my duty to denire.aud I do 1 
hereby deaire and demand, in the name of the President 1 
of the United States, that yea immediately derist thia J 
any Turther acKir hostility or aggreision, by fbTbearinr' ' 
to forfify, and by witbdrnwina t^ troops, artiUenr, WM H 
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removing to the nearest post occupied by His Britannic 
Majesty's troops at the peage of 1783 — and which you 
will be permitted to do unmolested by the troops noKler 
my command. 
I am, sir, with very great respect, Src. 

ANTHONY WAYNE. 
To Major William Campbell, &c. 

V. 

Four MiAMis, Aug. 22, 1794. 
Sir, 

I have this moment the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of this date. In answer to which 
I have only to say, that being placed here in the com- 
mand of a British po^t, and acting in a military capacity 
only, I cannot enter into any discussion either on the 
right or impropriety of my occnpyin|: my present posi- 
tion. Those are matters that I conceive will be best left 
to the ambassadors of our different nations. 

Having said this much, permit me to inform you, that 
I certainly will not abandon this post at the summons 
of any power whatever, until I receive orders from 
those I nave the honor to serve under, or the fortune 
of war should oblige me. 

I must still adhere, sir, to the. purport of my letter 
this morning, to. desire that your army, or individuals 
belonging to it, will not approach within reach of my 
cannon without expecting tne consequences attending it. 

Although I have said in the former part of my letter, 
that my situation here is totally military, yet let me add, 
sir, that I am much deceived if His Majesty, the King 
of Grfeat Britain, had not a post on this river at and 
prior to the period you mention. 

I have the hoi^or to be, &c. 

WM. CAMPBELL, 
Major of the 24th Regiment, commanding at 
Fort Miamis. 
To Major General Wayne, <&c. 

[The only notice taken of this letter, was in imme- 
diately aetting fire to and destroying every thing within 
view ef the fort, and even urider the muzzlet of iIm 
/nm.] BotUm Chnmiek, OtU 18^ 1794. 
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Hr friend — I hBTO been nranested by my natrali to 
■peflk to you. *nd I obe^ tfaeiT reqneA niui pleunn, 
b«eauM 1 beliers Iheii 'situBliDn reqairet all the aid I 
can nSbrd tbem. 

When joiir speech by Mr. Dabois wu received by 
the Humias, they aniwered it, and I made known to 
yon their opinion at that time. 

Your letter to William Wplls of the SM Norembar 
laat, has been eiplained to the HismiM and Eel-RiTGi 
tribes of Indians. 

My friand — Although tieither of these tribes have had 
any thine to do with the late unfortunate affair whicb 
hnppen^ on the Wahnxh. still they ail rejoice to hqv 
yoii say, that if thone foolish Indiana which were 4n- 
ffiij;tjd in that action, noiild return to their several 
homes and remain quiet, that they would be pardoned, 
and ajinin received by the President as his cfaildmi. 
We believe Ihere is none oftiiem That will be so footiib, 
a* not to accept of tliia friendly offer; whilst, at the 
some time. I assure you. that nothing shall be nantiqg 
on my part, to prevail on them to accept it. 

All the prophet'! rollowers have left him, (with tb« 
exception of two camps of his own tribe.) Tecumidh 
lias just joined btm with elgbt men only. No danger 
can bo apprehended from them at present. Our ey«f, 
will be constantly kept on tbem, and sJtoutd tliey at-' 
tempt to gatlier sireuglh again, we will do all in our . 
power to prevent it, ^d a| Iba nine time give you il" 
mediate inlbnaaliou of their itdontioiu. 

We ue afnTltette peace and friendahip which ht 
M long aiMUrbMMaii the red and white people, covla 
not be iiii««iiit. iilllmil the loia btta-tOMar coed taar 
ai Ml on te« M—iu the hie aetira Mtb* Wabahf 
bat «w ue-ntiidarikM it wffl be Am a ' — "" 



thai paaw wbiBh oaghl V> ■■■' ^ . 

fpeclsl both by the t«d and ^ whMl au*^ . 



n latriy AU, ^ jf^^*^ h 
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country to visit you: this they will do with pleasure 
wht»n you give them informatiun of it in writin^r. 

My friend ! — ^The clouds appear to be rising in a dif^ 
fcrent quarter, which threatens to turn our light into 
darkness. To prevent this, it may require the united 
efforts of us all. We hope that none of us will be found 
to shrink from the storm that threatens to burst upon 
our nations. Your friend, 

^ MlSCHECAiroCQUAR, 

or LITTLE TURTLE. 

For the Miami and Eel-River tribes of Indians. 
Witness, 

Wm. Turner, Surgeon's Mate, U. S. Army. 

I certify that the above is a true translation. 

W. WELLS. 



Mr. Eustis to General Harrison. 

War Department, Sept. 17, 1812. 
Sir, 

The President is pleased to assign to yon the com* 
mand of the north-western army, which, in addition to 
the regular troops and rangers in that quarter, will con- 
sist of the volunteers and militia of Kentucky, OhiO| 
niid three thousand from Virginia and Pennsylvania, 
making your whole force ten thousand men. 

Haviug provided for the protection of the western 
frontier, you will retake Detroit, and with a view to 
the conquest of Upper Canada, you will penetrate that 
country ai far as the force under your coiumand will, 
in your judgment, justify. 

Every exertion is making to give yoo a train of artil* 
lery from Pittsburgh; to effect which, yon must be 
sensible, requires time. Major Stoddard, the lenior 
officer of artillery at that place, will adviae yon of hia 
arrangements and progress, and reoeiTe yonr inatrno- 
tions. Captain Gratiot, of the engineers, will report 
himself to yon, from Pittsburgh: he will receive vonr 
orders, and join yon with the first piece of artiilery 
which can be prepared, or receive such orders as yon 
may direct. Major Ball, of the 2d regiment of diip 
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goonfi, will also report himself, and joiu ^ou imme- 
diately. Such stafT officers as you may a^ipoint con- 
formably to law, will be approved by -the President. 

Copies of all contracts for supplynig provisions haye 
been transmitted. Mr. Denny, the contractor at Pitts- 
burgh, is instructed to furnish magasines of provisions 
at such places as you inay direct. 

The deputy quarter-master at Pittsburgh will continue 
to forward stores and munitions of every kind, and will 
meet your requisitions. 

Colonel Biiford, deputy commissary, at Lexington, is 
furnished with funds, and is subject to your orders. 
Should an additional purchasing commissary become 
necessary, you will appoint one, and authorize him to 
draw and sell bills on this department. It seems advi- 
sable to keep the local contractors in requisition as far 
as they can supply. With these objects in view,'you 
will command such means as may be practicable, exer- 
cise your own discretion, and act in all cases according 
to your own judgment 

Yery respectfully, &c. 

W. EUSTIS. 
Brig. Gen. Wii. H. Harrison. 



Colonel Johnson to General Harrison 

Camp at Lower Sandusky, July 4, 1813. 
Dear Sir, 

I arrived at this place last evening with a part of the 
mounted regiment, after two days' march from Camp 
Meigs, leaving two companies four miles in the rear^ 
who were unable to reach this place; besides about 
twenty horses lefl on the way, which I am in hopes will 
be able to get back to Camp Meigs, or come to this 
place in a few days, where we can keep them together, 
and recruit them. Havins^ been in the most active ser- 
vice for upwards of forty days, and having travelled 
upwards* of seven hundred miles, much of it forced 
marchiAg, it is natural to conclude, that most of the 
horses are weak; and w^.feel great pleasure, and obit* 
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gations to you, in finding yonr arr.in|rementfi such as 
to enable us to recruit the horses of the regiment 
To be ready to move with you to Detroit and Canada, 
against the enemies of our country, is the first wish of 
our hearts. Two great objects induced us to come — 
first, to be at the regaining of our own territory and 
Detroit, and at the taking of Maiden — and secondly, to 
serve under an officer in whom we have confidence. We 
would not have engaged in tlie service without such a 
prospect, when we recollected what disasters have at- . 
tended us for the want of good generals. We did not 
want to serve under cowards, drunkards, old grannies, 
nor traitors, but under one who had proved hintself to be 
tnse, prudent, and brave. The officers of the mounted 
regiment had some idea of addressing you on their 
anxiety to be a part of your army in the campaign 
against Canada, and of giving you a etatemeut of the 
importance of having an opportunity to make the regi- 
ment efficient for such a campaign, by recruiting their 
horses. As to the men, they are active, healthy, and 
fund of service. This morning I have sent 100 on foot 
to scour the surrounding country; and wherever we 
are we wish continual service. Our regiment is about 
900 strong when all together. I have kft 100 at Defi- 
ance to regain some lost horses, and to guard that 
frontier. 

You have not witncssf^d the opposition I encountered 
in raising the regiment. Every personal enemy, every 
traitor and tory, and your enemies, all combined — but in 
vain. Nothing but the hurry which attended our march 
prevented me from having 1,.500 men. Nothing but the 
importance of the service which I thought we could ren- 
der, would have justified my absence from the present 
catch-penny Congress. My enemies, your enemies, the 
enemies of the cause, would exult if the mounted regi- 
ment should, from any cause, be unable to carry a strong 
arm against the savages and British, when you strike the 
grand blow. 

It is with diffidence I write you any thing touching 
military matters; but the desires of my soul, and the 
situation of the regiment, have inducecl me thus freeUr 
to express myself. In the morning we shall leave th&g 
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place for Huron, ready to receive your orders, which 
will be always cheerfully executed at every hazard. 

Your obedient servant. 

RICHARD M. JOHNSON. 



The Officers of the Army to the Public. 

Lower Seneca Town, Auff. 19, 1813. 
"The undersigned, being the general, field, and staff 
officers with that portion of the north-western army 
under the immediate command of General Harrison, 
have observed with regret and surprise that charges, as 
improper in the form as in the substance, have been 
made against the conduct of General Hanison, during 
the recent investment of Lower Sandusky. At another 
time, under ordinary circumstances, we should deem 
it improper and unmilitary tlius publicly to give any 
opinion respecting the movements of the arm^. But 
public confidence in the commanding general is essen- 
tial to the success of the campaign, and causelessly to 
withdraw or to withhold that confidence, is more than 
individual injustice — it becomes a serious injury to the 
service. A part of the force of which the American 
army consists, will derive its greatest strength and effi- 
cacy from a confidence in the commanding general, and 
from those moral causes which accompany and give 
energy to public opinion. A very erroneous idea, re- 
specting the number of the troops tlien at the disposal 
of the General, has doubtless been the primary cause 
of these unfortunate and unfounded impressions. In that 
respect we have, fortunately, experienced a very favor- 
able change. But we refer the public to the General's 
official report to the Secretary of War, of Major Cro* 
ghan's successful defence of Lower Sandusky. In that 
will be found a statement of our whole disposable force; 
and he who believes that with such a force, and under 
the circumstances which then occurred. General Harri- 
son ought to have advanced upon the enemy, must be 
left Uk corirect his opinion in tne fK;hool of experience. 
Ott^ ;feview of the course then adopted, we are deci- 
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dedly ofthe opinion, that it was such as was dictated by 
militiiry wisdom, and by a due rei^rd to our own cir- 
cumstances and to the situation of the enemy. The 
reasons for this opinion, it is evidently improper now 
to five ; but we hold ourselves ready at a future period, 
and when other circumstances shall have intervened, to 
satisfy every man of its correctness who is anxious to 
investigate and willing to receive the truth. And with 
a ready acquiescence, beyond the mere claims of mili- 
tary duty, we are prepared to obey a general, whose 
measures meet our most deliberate approbation, and 
merit that of his country. 

LEWIS CASS, Brig. Gen. V. S. Army. 
8AMUKL WKIXS. Col. 17th Reg't U. S. Inf. 
THOS. D. OWING8, Col. aSth Reg't U. S. Inf. 
GEORGR PAUL, Col. 17th Reg't (J. S. Inf. 
J. C. BARTLKTT, Col. Q'r M. Gen. 
JAMES V. BALL, Lieut! Col. 
L. HUKILL, Maj. and Asa't Insp. Gen. 
ROBKRT MORlUriON, Lieut. Col. 
GKORGK TODD, Mnj. 19th Reff't U. S. Inf. 
WILLIAM TRIGG, Maj. 28th Reg't U. S. Inf. 
JAMES SMILEVr, Maj. 28di Rust U. S. Inf. 
RICHARD GRAHAM, Maj. 17th Re?'t fj. 9. Inf. 
GEORGE CROGHAN, Maj. l7th R.:g't U. S. Inf. 
E. D. WOOD, Maj. Engineers. 



Major Croghan's Cari>. 

Lower Sandusky, Aug 27, 1813. 

I have with much regret seen in mme of the public 
prints such misrepresentations respecting my refusal to 
evacuate this post, as are calculated not only to injurs 
me in the estimation of military men, but also to excite 
unfavorable impressions as to the propriety of Geneial 
Harrison's conduct relative to this affair. 

His character as a military man is too well estaUiahed- 
to need my approbation or support But hit public 
services entitle nim at least to common justice. JFhiM 
affair does not furnish cause of reproach. ITptifa^. 
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opinion has been lately misled respecting his late oon* 
duct, it will require but a moment's cool, dispassionate 
reflection, to convince them of its propriety. Thx 

MEASURES RECENTLY ADOPTKH BT HIM, 80 FAR FROM 
DESERVING CENSURE, ARE THE CLEAREST PROOFS OF 
HIS KEEX PENETRATION AND ABLE GENERALSHIP. It IS 

true that I did not proceed immediately to execute his 
order to evacuate this post ; but this disobedience was 
not, as some would wish to believe, the result of a fixed 
deteruiination to maintain the post contrary to his most 
positive orders, as will appear from the following detail, 
which is given to explain my conduct 

About 10 o'clock on the morning of the 30th ultimo, 
a letter from the Adjutant Genernl's office, dated Seneca 
Town, July 29th, 1813, was handed me by Mr. Connor, 
ordering' ine to abandon this post, burn it, and l^treat 
thai night to head quarters. On the reception* of the 
order, I called a council of officers, in which it was de^ 
termined not to abandon the place, at least until the 
further pleasure of the General should be known, as it 
was thought that an attempt to retreat in the open day, 
in the face of a superior force of the enemy, would be 
more hazardous tlian to remain in the fort, under all its 
disadvantages. I therefore wrote a letter to the Gen- 
eral, couched iu such terms as I thought were calcu* 
lated to deceive the enemy, should it fall into his hands, 
which I thought more than probable, — as well as to 
inform the general, should it be so fortunate as to reach 
him, that I would wait to hear fVom him, before I should 
proceed to execute his order. This letter^ contraiy to 
my expectation;*, was received by the General, who, not 
knowing what reasons urged me to write in a tone so 
decisive, concluded very rationally that the manner of 
it was demonstrative of the most positive determination 
to disobey his order under any circumstances. I was 
therefore suspended from the command of the fort, and 
ordered to bead quarters. But on explaining to the 
General my reason for not executing his orders, and my 
object in using the style I had done, he was so perfectly 
satisfied with the explanation, that I was immediately 
reinstated in the command. 

It will be recollected that the order above alluded to, 

Y 
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was written on the night previous to my receivmg it- 
had it heen delivered to me, as was intended, that night, 
I shonld have obeyed it without hesitation ; its not 
reaching me in time was the only reason which induced 
me to consult my officers on the propriety of waiting 
the General's further orders. 

It has been stated, also, that, " upon my representa- 
tions of my ability to maintain the post, the Goneral 
altered his determination to abandon it." This is incor- 
rect. No such representations were ever made. And 
the last order I received from the General was precisely 
the same as that first given — viz., "That if I discovered 
the approach of a large British force by water, (presu- 
ming that they would bring heavy artillery,) time enough 
to effect a retreat, I was to do so ; but if I could not re- 
treat with safety, to defend the post to the last extremity." 

A day or two before the enemy appeared before Fort 
Meigs, the General had reconnoitered the surrounding 
ground, and being informed that the hill on the oppo- 
site side of Sandusky completely commanded the fort, I 
offered to undertake, with the troops under my com- 
mand, to remove it to that side. The General, upon 
reflection, thought it best not to attempt it, as he be- 
lieved that if the enemy again appeared on this side of 
the lake, it would be before the work could be finished. 

It is useless to disguise the fact, that this fort is com- 
manded by the points of high ground around it; a sin- 
gle stroke of the eye made this clear to me the first time 
I had occasion to examine the neighborhood, with a 
view of discovering the relative strength and weakness 
of the place. 

It would be insincere to say that I am not flattered by 
the many handsome things which have been said about 
the defence which was made by the troops under my 
command ; but 1 desire no plaudits which are bestowed 
upon me at the expense of General Harrison. 

I have at all times enjoyed his confidence so far as ray 
rank in the army entitled me to it, and on proper occa- 
sions received his marked attention. I have felt the 
warmest attachment for him as a man, and my confi- 
dence in him as an able commander remains unshaken. 
f feel every assurance that he will at all times do me 
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ample justice; and nothing could give me more pain 
than to see his enemies seize upon this occasion to deal 
out uieir unfriendly feelings and acrimonious dislike — 
and as long as he continues (as in my humble opinion 
he has hitherto done) to make the wisest arrangements 
and most judicious disposition which the forces under 
his command will justify, I shall not hesitate to unite 
with the army in bestowing upon him that confidence 
which he so richly merits, aud which has on no occasion 
ll0«ii withheld. Your friend, 

GEORGE CROGHAN, 

Tdiij. 17th Infantry, commanding Lower Sandusky. 



Indiana Legislature and Gen. Harrison. 

To His Excellency William Henry Harrison, Governor and Com- 
mander-in-chief in and over the Indiana Territory. 
Sir, 

The House of Representatives of the Indiana Terri 
tory, in their own name and in behalf of their constitu- 
ents, most cordially reciprocate the congratulations of 
your Excellency on the glorious result of the late san- 
guinary conflict with the Shawanee Prophet,* and the 
tribes oC Indians confederated with him. When we see 
displayed in behalf ot" our country, not only the con- 
summate abilities of the General, but the heroism of the 
man ; and when we take iuto view the benefits which 
must result to that country, from those exertions, we 
cannot for a moment withhold our meed of applause. 
• 1- » « « « « ». 

GEORGE W. JOHNSTONE, • 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Representativs Chamber, Nov., 1811. 

Reply op Genebal Harrison. 

Gentlemen of the Hoosb" '':F Representatives, 

Believing, as I oo. that the highest reward which a 
republican soldier can receive, is the approbation of 

* Battle of Tippecanoe. 



280 APPENDIX. 

fellow-citizens, I cannot be otherwise than liighly grati- 
fied at the applause which you have been pleased to 
bestow on my conduct as commander of the late expe- 
dition. It has ever been my wish, gentlemen, to deserve 
the confidence of your constituents. To promote their 
welfare and happiness, has been for years the great ob- 
ject of my cares; and if in the late action it had pleased 
the Almighty to seal with my life, the victory which was 
to insure their safety, the sacrifice would have been 
cheerfully made. 

WILLIAM H. HARRISON. 



Communication on the Battle of Tippecanoe, in the 
National Intelligencer of December 3d, 1811. 

''In a regular engagement the General has but to 
adopt his plan, and trust to the ability of his troops for 
the execution : but in cases of surprise, every thiug de- 
pends upon his exertions. His voice and example must 
recall the fainting spirits of his men, and lead them to 
their duty. And I cnallenge history to produce another 
instance, where, after an enemy so nearly equal in num- 
ber, so dreadful, and so brave as the North American 
savages, and they made more desperate by fanaticism, 
had penntrated the centre of a camp in the night, and 
were dealing death around, that the attacked have ral- 
lied and beat off the enemy. Indeed, few are the in- 
stances in which they have been able to effect a retreat. 

'Tis said, and truly, that emergencies discover the man. 
And surely, surely, emergencies have discovered Gover- 
nor Harrison to possess presence of mind, valor, and 
military skill, qualities which need the experience of a 
few battles only to make an able military commander.'^ 



( From the New York papers of 1813. > 

DllflfER IN HONOR OF GENERAL HaRRISON. — A public 

dinner was given at Tammany Hall, in this city, under 
the direction and superintendence of the Republican 
General Committee of New York, to Major General 
Wm. H. Harrison. The company assembled amounted 
o about 300 persons. ♦ * • * 
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On the exterior of the hall was placed a very elegant 
transparency, from the pencil of Mr. Holland. In the 
foreground several Indian chiefs were imploring the 
clemency of General Harrison. This tranisparency sup- 
ported another, on which was inscribed 

"HARRISON," 

"PERRY," 

"DON'T GIVE UP THE SHIP." 

Fourteenth To€tst, — The plaudits of a gratefal people— 
The patriot hero's best reward. — Nine cheers. — Music, 
Harrison's March. 

By General Harrison — The freedom of the seas, and 
the adoption by our government of that Roman maxim 
which secured to the citizen his inviolability. — Twelve 
cheers. 

After Gen. Harrison hdd retired, the president (Col. 
Henry Rutgers) gave the following : — 

Major Gen. Harrison — 'i'he deliverer of the western 
frontier. — Seventeen cheers. , 



General Harrison's Modesty. — Mr. Ritchie, editor 
of the Richmond Enquirer, in his paper of Nov., 18J3, 
in speaking of Harrison's account of the battle of the 
Thames, gaid : — 

" General Harrison's detailed letter tells us of every 
filing we wish to know about the officers, except him- 
self. He does justice to every one but Harrison, and 
the fJDorld must therefore do justice to the man who was too 
modest to be just to himself." * 

Extract from the President's (Madison's) Message 
Dec. 7, 1813. 

" The success on Lake Erie having opened a passage 
to the territory of the enemy. General Harrison com- 
manding the north-western army, transferred the war 
thither; and rapidly pursuing the hostile troops fleeing 
with tiieir savage associates, forced a general action, 
which quickly terminated in the capture of the British 
and the dispersion of the savage force. This result ig 
signally honorable to Major General Uarruony by wkosf 
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military tdtents it was vreparedy and to the spirit of the 
Yolunteer militia equally brave and patriotic, who bore 
an interesting part in the scene." 

Jefferson and Harrison. — It has been denied by 
some that General Harrison received office from Thomas 
Jefferson. On page 441, of the Executive Journal 
of the United States Senate, the following may be 
found : — 

" I nominate William Henry Harrison to be Gover 
nor of- the Indiana Territonr, from the 13th day of May 
next, when bis present commission will expire." 

Again — 
. "I nominate William Henry Harrison of Indiana, to 
be a commissioner to enter into any treaty, or treaties 
which may be necessary, with any Indian tribes, north 
west of the Ohio, and within the territory of the United 
States, on the subject of the boundary, or lands." 

THOMAS JEFFERSON." 

The message containing these nominations was trans 
mitted to the Senate 3d Feb. 1803— read the 4th, and o« 
the 8th taken up for consideration, when the two nomi 
nations, received the unanimous sanction of that honor- 
able body. 



General Harrison to General Bolivar. . 

Bogota, Sept. 27, 1829. 
Sir, 

If there is any thing in the style, the matter, or the 
object of this letter, which is calculated to give oflTence 
to your Excellency, I am persuaded you will readily 
forgive it, when you reflect on the motives which in- 
duced me to write it An old soldier could possess no 
feelings but those of the kindest character towards one 
•who has shed so much lustre on the profession of arms; 
nor can a citizen of the countir of Washington cease 
to wish that, in Bolivar, the world might behold another 
instance of the hijy^hest military attainments united with 
purest patriotism, and the greatest capacity for wnL 
fwremmenf. 
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Sach^ sir, have been the fond hopes, not only of the 
people of the United States, but of the friends oflibertT 
throughout the world. I will riot say, that your Excel- 
lency has formed projects to defeat those hopes. But 
there is no doubt, that they have not only been formed, 
but are, at this moment. In progress 'to maturity, and 
openly avowed by those who possess your entire confi- 
dence. I will not attribute to thefte men impure mo- 
tives; but can they be disinterested advisers? Are they 
not the very persons who will gain most by the proposed 
change ? — wno will, indeecjl, gain all that is to be gained, 
without furnishing any part of the equivalent ? That 
that, the price of their future wealth and honors, is to 
be furnished exclusively by yourself? And of what 
does it consist ? Your great character. Such an one, 
that, if a man were wise, and possessed of the empire 
of the Caesars, in its best days, he would ^ive all to ob- 
tain. Are you prepared to make this sacrifice, for such 
an object? 

I am persuaded that those who advocate these mea- 
sures, have never dared to induce you to adopt them, 
by any argument founded on your personal interests; 
and that, to succeed, it would be necessary to convince 
you that no other course remained, to save the country 
from the evils of anarchy. Tliis is the question, then, 
to be examined. 

Does the history of this country, since the adoption 
of the constitution, really exhibit unequivocal eviaence 
that the people are unnt to be free? Is the exploded 
opinion of a European philosopher, of the last age, that 
" in the new hemisphere, man is a degraded being," to 
be renewed, and supported by the example of Colom- 
bia? The proofs should, indeed, be strong, to induce 
an American to adopt an opinion so humiliating. 

Feeling always a deep interest in the success of the 
revolutions in the late Spanish America,! have never 
been an inattentive observer of events pending, and 
posterior to the achievement of its independence. In 
these events, I search in vain for a single fact to show 
that, in Colombia at least, the state of society is unsuited 
to the adoption of a free government. Will it be said 
that a free government did exist, but, being found inad- 
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equate to the objects for which it had been instituted, it 
has been superseded by one of a different character, 
with the concurrence of a majority of the people? 

It is the most difficuh thing in the world for me to 
believe that a people in the possession of their rights as 
freemen, would ever be willing to surrender them, and 
submit themselves to the will of a master. If any such 
instances are on record, the power thus transferred has 
been in a moment of extreme public danger, and then 
limited to a very short period. I do not think that it is 
by any means certain, that the majority of the French 
people favored the elevation oi Napoleon to the throne 
of France. But, if it were so, how different were the 
circumstances of that country from those of Colombia, 
when the constitution of Cucuta was overthrown ! At 
the period of tlie elevation of Napoleon to the first con- 
sulate, all the powers of Europe were the open or the 
secret enemies of France — civil war raged within her 
borders ; the hereditary king possessed many partisans 
in every province ; the people, continually betrayed by 
the factions which murdered and succeeded each other, 
had imbibed a portion of their ferocity, and eyerj town 
and village witnessed the indiscriminate slaughter of 
both men and women, of all parties and principles. 
Does the history of Colombia, since the expulsion of 
the Spaniards, present any parallel to these scenes? 
Her frontiers have been never seriously menaced — no 
civil war raged — not a partisan of the former govern- 
ment was to be found in the whole extent of her terri- 
tory — no factions contended with each other for the pos« 
session of power; the executive government remamed 
in the hands of those to whom it had been committed 
by the people, in a fair election. In fact, no people ever 
passed from under tlie yoke of a despotic government, 
m the enjoyment of entire freedom, with less disposftion 
to abuse their newly acquired power, than those of Co- 
lombia. They submitted, indeed, to a continuance of 
some of the most arbitrary and unjust features which 
distinguished the former government. If there was any 
disposition, on the part of the great mass of the people, 
to effect any change in the existing order of thinigs; 
-f the Colombian acts from the same motives and upon 
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the same principles which govern mankind elge where, 
and in all ages, they would have desired to take from 
the goveniraent a part of the power, which, in their 
inexperience they had confided to it. Tiie monopoly 
of certain articles of agricultnral produce, and the op- 
pressive duty of the /Vlcavala, might have been toler- 
ated, until the last of their lyrants were driven from the 
country. But when peace was restored, when not one 
enemy remained within its borders, it might reasonably 
have been supposed that the people would have desired 
to abolish tliese remains of arbitrary government, and 
substitute for them some tax more equal and accordant 
with republican principles. 

On the contrary, it is pretended that they had become 
enamoured with these despotic measures, and so (lis- 
gusted with the freedom they did enjoy, that they were 
more than willing to commit their destinies to the un- 
controlled will of your Excellency. Let me assure you, 
sir, that these, assertions will gain no credit with the 
present generation, or with posterity. They will de- 
mand the facts which had induced a people, by no 
means deficient in intelligence, so soon to abandon the 
principles for which they had so gallantly fought, and 
tamely surrender that liberty, which had been obtained 
at the expense of so much blood. And wh<it facts can 
be produced ? It cannot be said that Hfe and property 
were not as well protected under the republican govern- 
ment, arf they have ever been ; nor that there existed any 
opposition to the constitution and laws, too strong for 
the ordinary powers of the government to put down. 

If the insurrection of General Paez, in Venezuela, is 
adduced, I would ask, by what means was be reduced 
to obedience? Your Excellency, the legitimate head 
of the republic, appeared, and, in a moment, all oppo- 
sition ceased, and Venezuela was restored to the repub- 
lic. But, it is said, that this was effected by your per- 
sonal infiuence, or the dread of your mililaiy talents, 
and that, to keep General Paez, and other ambitious 
chiefs, from dismembering the republic, it was neces- 
sary to invest your Excellency with the extraordinary 
powers you possess. There would be some reason in 
thifl, if you had refused to act without these powers ; 



.^ta 



29(5 APPENDIX. 

or, having acted as you did, you bad been unable to ac- 
complish any thing without tliem. But you succeeded 
completely, and tliere can be no possible reason assign- 
ed, why you would not have shcceeded, with the same 
means, against any future attempt of General Pucz, or 
anv other general. 

^here appears, however, to be one sentiment, in 
which all parties unite; that is, that as matters now 
stand, you alone can save the country from ruin, at 
least, from much calamity. They differ, however, very 
"widely, as <o the measures to be taken to put your 
Excellency in the way to render this important service. 
The lesser, and more interested party, is for placing the 
government in your hands for life; either with your 
present title, or with one which, it must be confessed, 
better accords with the nature of the powers to be exer- 
cised. If they adopt the less offensive title, and if they 
weave into their system some apparent checks to your 
will, it is oiily for 'the purpose of masking, in some de- 
gree, their real object; which is nothing short of the 
establishment of a despotism. The plea of necessi^, 
that eternal argument of all conspirators, ancient or 
modern, against the rights of mankmd, will be resorted 
to, to induce you to accede to their measures ; and the 
unsettled state of the country, which has been design- 
edly produced by tliem, will be adduced as evidence 
of that necessity. 

There is but one way for your Excellency to escape 
from the snares which have been so artfully laid to en- 
trap you, and that is, to stop short in the course which, 
unibrtunately, has been already commenced. Every 
step you advance, under the influence of such councils, 
will make retreat more difficult, until it will becoma 
impracticable. You will be told that the intention is 
only to vest you with authority to correct what is wrong 
in the administration, and to put down the factions, and 
that, when the country once enjoys tranquillity, the gov- 
ernment may be restored to the people. Delusive will 
be the hopes of those who rely upon this declaration. 
The promised hour of tranquillity will never arrive. If 
events tended to produce it, they would be counteracted 
by the government its^^lf. It was the strong remark of « 
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former President of the United States, that, " Sooner 
will the lover be contented with the first smiles uf his 
mistress, than a government cease to endeavor to pre- 
serve ahd extend its powers." Witii whatever rehict- 
aiice'your Excellency may commence the career; with 
whatever disposition to abandon it, when the objects 
for which it was commenced have been obtained; when 
once fairly entered, you will be borne along by tlie irre- 
sistible force of pride, habit of command, and, indeed, 
of self-preservation, and it will be impossible to recede. 

But, it is said, that it is for the benefit of tlie neople 
that the proposed change is to be made; and tnat by 
your talents and influence, alone, aided by unlimited 
power, the ambitious chiefs in tlie different departments 
are to be restrained, and the integrity of the republic 
preserved. I have said, and I most sincerely believei 
that, from the state into which the country has been 
brought, that you alone can preserve it from the hor- 
rors of anarchy. But I cannot conceive that any ex- 
traordinary powers are necessary. The authority to 
see that the laws are executed, to call out the strength 
of the country, to enforce their exectition, is all that is 
required, and is what is possessed by the Chief Magis- 
trate of the United States, and of every other republic; 
and is what was confided to the executive, by the con- 
stitution of Cucuia. Would your talents or your ener- 
gies be impaired in the council, or tlie field, or your 
influence lessened, when acting as tlie head of a re- 
public .? 

I propose to examine, very briefly, the results which 
are likely to flow from the proposed change "of irovern- 
ment; 1st, hi relation to the country; and, 2d, to your- 
self, personally. Is Uie tranquillity of die country to be 
secured by it? Is it possible for your Exc«.«llency to 
beheve, that when the ma^k has been thrown otf, and 
the people discover that a despotic government has 
been fixed upon them, that they will quietly submit to 
it? Will tliey forget the pass-word which, like the cross 
of fire, was the signal for nillying to oppose their for- 
mer tyrants? Will the virgins, at your bidding, cease 
to chaunt the songs of Uberty, which so lately animated 
the youth to victory ? Was the patriotic blood of Co- 
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lombia, all expended in the fields of Vargas, Bayaca, 
and Carebobo ? The schools may cease to enforce upon 
their pupils the love of country, drawn from the exam- 
ples of Cato and the BrutI, Harmodius and Aristo^iton; 
but the glorious example of patriotic devotion, exmbited 
in your own Hacienda, will supply their place. De- 
pend on it, sir, that the moment which shall announce 
the continuance of arbitrary power in your hands, will 
be the commencement of commotions which will re- 
quire all your talents and energies to suppress. You 
may succeed. The disciplined army, at your disposal, 
may be too powerful for an unarmed, undisciplined, 
ana scattered population; but one unsuccessful effort 
will not content them, and your feelings will be eter- 
nally racked by being obliged to make war upon those 
who have been accustomed to call you their father, and 
to invoke blessings on your head, and for no cause but 
their adherence to principles which you yourself had 
taught them to regard more thaji their lives. 

If by the strong government which the advocates for 
the proposed change so strenuously recommekid, one 
without responsibility is intended, which may put men 
to death, and immure them in dungeons, without trial, 
and one where tlie army is everything, and the people 
nothing, I must say, that, if the tranquillity of Colombia 
is to be preserved in this way, the wildest anarchy 
would be preferable. Out of that anarchy a better gov- 
ernment might arise ; but the chains of military despot- 
ism once fastened upon a nation, ages might pass away 
before they could be shaken off. 

But I contend that the strongest of all governments 
is that which is most free. We consider that of the 
United States as the strongest, precisel;^ because it ia, 
the most free. It possesses the faculties, equally to 
protect itself from foreign force or internal convul- 
sion. In both, it has been sufficiently tried. In no 
country upon earth, would an armed opposition to the 
laws be sooner or more effectually put down. Not so 
much by the terrors of the guillotine and the gibbet, 
as from the aroused determination of the nation, exhi- 
biting their strength, and convincing the factions that 
a cause was hopeless. No, sir, depend upon it, that 
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the possessioa of arbitrary power, by the govermneiit 
of Colombia, will not be the means of securing its tran- 
quillity; nor will the danger of disturbances solely arise 
from the opposition of the people. The power and the 
military force which it will be necessary to put in the 
hands of the governors of the distant provinces, added 
to the nature of tiie country, will continually present to 
those officers the tempation, and the means of revolt. 

Will the proposed change restore prosperity to the 
country? With the best intentions to do so, will you 
be able to recall commerce to its shores and eive new 
Jife to the drooping stale of agriculture? The cause 
of the constant decline, in these great interests, cannot 
be mistaken. It arises from the fewness of those who 
labor, and the number of these who are to be sup- 
ported Ify that labor. To support a swarm of luxurious 
and idle monks, and an army greatly disproportioned to 
the resources of the country, with a body of officers in 
a tenfold degree disproportioned to the army, every 
branch of industry is oppressed with burdens which de- 
prive the ingenious man of the profits of his ingenuity, 
and the laborer of his reward. To satisfy the constant 
and pressing demands which are made upon it, the 
treasury siezes upon every thing within its grasp— <Ie- 
Btroyiug the very germ of future prosperity. Is there 
any prospect that these evils will cease with the pro- 
posed change? Can the army be dispensed with? Will 
the influence of the monks be no longer necessary? 
Believe me, sir, that the support which the government 
derives from both these sources, will be more than ever 
requisite. 

But the most important inquiry is, the effect which 
this strong government is to have upon the people 
themselves. Will it tend to improve and elevate their 
chanicter, and fit them for the fVeedom which it is pre- 
tended is to be ultimately bestowed upon tiiem? The 
question has been answered from the age of Homer. 
Man does not learn under oppression those noble qual- 
ities and feelings which fit hnn for the enjoyment of 
liberty. Nor is despotism the proper school in which 
to acquire the knowledge of the principles of republican 
fovernment A government whose revenues are de-^ 

z 
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rived from diverting the very sources of wealth from 
its subjects, will not find the means of improving thft 
morals and enlightening the mindsof the youth, bysu])- 
porting systems of liberal education; and, if it could, it 
would not 

in relation to the effect which this investment of power 
is to have upon your happiness and your fame, will the 
pomp and glitter of a court, and the flattery of venal 
courtiers, reward you for the troubles and anxieties 
attendant upon the exercise of sovereignty, everywhere, 
and thofle which will flow from your peculiar situation? 
Or power, supported by the bayonet, for that willing 
homage which you were wont to receive from your 
fellow-citizens? The groans of a dissatisfied and op- 
pressed people will penetrate the inmost recesses of 
your palace, and you will be tortured by the reflection, 
that you no longer possess that place m their aflections, 
which was once your pride and your boast, and which 
would have been your solace under every reverse of 
fortune. Unsupported by the people, your authority 
can be maintained, only, by the terrors of the sword 
and the scaffold. And have these ever been successful 
under similar circumdtances ? Blood may smother, for 
a period, but can never extinguish, the fire of liberty, 
which you have contributed so much to kindle, iu the 
bosom of every Colombian. 

I will not urge, as an argument, the personal dangers 
to which you will be exposed. But i will ask if you 
could enjoy life, which would be preserved by the con- 
stant execution of so many human beings — ^your coun- 
trymen, your former friends, and almost vour worship- 
pers. The pangs of such a situation will be made more 
acute, by reflecting on the hallowed motive of many of 
those who would aim their daggers at your bosom. 
That, like the last of the Romans, they woilld strike, 
not firom hatred to the man, but love to the country. 

From a knowledge of your own disposition, and pre- 
sent feelings, your Excellency will not be wilUng to 
believe, that you could ever be brought to commit an 
act of tyranny, or even to execute justice with uuneoea- 
•ary rigor. But trust me, sir, that there is nothmg more 
corrupting, nothing more destructive of the nobCst gad 
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finest feeKngs of our nature, than the exercise of un- 
limited power. The man who, in the beginning of such 
a career, might shudder at the idea of taking awaj the 
life of a fellow-being, might soon have his conscience sd 
seared by the repetition of crime, that the agonies of his 
murdered victims might become music to his soul, and 
the drippings of his scaffold afford ''blood enough to 
swim in." History is full of such examples. 

From this disgusting picture, permit me to caH die 
attention of your Excellency to one of a diflferent char- 
acter. It exhibits you as the constitutional Chief Ma- 
gistrate of a free people. Giving to their representatives 
the influence of your great name and talents, to refonn 
the abuses which, m a long rieign of tyranny and miff> 
rule, have fastened upon every branch of the admini** 
tration. The army, and its swarm of officers, reduced 
within the limits of rea^ usefulness, placed on the fVoix- 
tiers, and no longer permitted to control public opinion, 
and be the terror of the peaceful citizen. By the re- 
moval of this incubus from the treasury, and tite estab- 
lishment of order, responsibility, and economy, in the 
expenditures of the government, it would soon be ena- 
bled to dispense with the odious monopolies, and the 
duty of the Alcavala, which have operated with 90 
malign an effect upon commerce and agriculture, and, 
indeed, upon the revenues which they were intended 
to augment. No longer oppressed by these shackles, 
industry would everywhere revive: the farmer and the 
artisan, cheered by the prospect of ample reward fof 
their labor, would redouble their exertions: foreigners, 
with their capital and skill in the arts, would crowd 
hither, to enjoy the advantages which could scarceljr, 
elsewhere, be found: and Colowibia would soon exhibit 
the reality of the beautiful fiction of Fenelon — Salentum 
rising from misery and oppression, to prosperity an4 
happiness, under the councils and direction of tlie cou- 
cealifd goddess. 

What objections can be urged againi^t this course f 
Can any one, acquainted with tlie circumstances of the 
country, doubt its success, in restoring and maintaiuing 
tranquillity? The people would certainlj not revolt 
against themselves; and none of the chiefs who are 



292 APPENDIX. 

supposed to be factiously inclined, would think of op* 
posing the strength of the nation, when directed by your 
talents and authority. But it is said, that the want of 
intelligence amongst the people unfits thein for the gov- 
ernment. Is it not right, however, that tlie experiment 
should be fairly tried? I have already said, that tliis 
has not been dogae. For myself, I do not hesitate to 
declare my firm belief, that it will succeed. The people 
of Colombia possess many traita, su^able for a repub- 
lican government. A more orderly, forbearing, and 
well-disposed people are nowhere to be met with, in- 
deed, it may safely be asserted, that their faults and 
vices are attributable to the cursed government to which 
they have been so long subjected, and to tlie intolerant 
character of the religion, whilst their virtues are all their 
own. But, admitting their present want of intelligence, 
no one has ever doubted their capacity to acquire know- 
ledge, and under the strong motives which exist, to ob- 
tain it, supported by the influence of your Excellency, 
it would soon be obtained. 

To yourself, the advantage would be aa great as to 
the country ; like acts of mercy, the blessings would be 
reciprocal ; your personal happiness secured, and your 
fame elevated to a height which would leave but a sin- 
gle competition in the estimation of posterity. In be- 
stowing the palm of merit, the world has become wiser 
than formerly. The successful warrior is no longer 
regarded as entitled to the first place in the temple of 
fame. Talents of this kind have become too common, 
and too often used for mischievous purposes, to be 
regarded as they once were. In this enlightened age, 
the mere hero of the field, and the successful leader of 
armies, may, for the moment, attract attention. But it 
will be such as is bestowed upon the passing meteor, 
whose blaze is no longer remembered, when it is no 
longer seen. To be esteemed eminently great, it is 
necessary to be eminently good. The qualities of the 
hero and the general must be devoted to the advantage 
of mankind, before he will be permitted to assume the 
title of their benefactor; and the station which he will 
hold in their regard and affections will depend, not 

on the number and the splendor of his victories, but 
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upon the results and the use he may make of the infln- 
ence he acquires from them. 

If the fame of our Washington depended upon his 
military achievements, would the common consent of 
the world allow him the pre-eminence he possesses T 
The victories at Trenton, Monmouth, and York, bril« 
Uant as they were, exhibiting, as they certainly did, the 
highest grade of military talents, are scarcely thought of. 
The source of the veneration and esteem which n en- 
tertained for his character, by every description of poli- 
ticians— «the monarchist and aristocrat, as well as the 
republican, is to be found in his undeviating and exclu- 
sive devotedness to the interest of his country. No 
selfish consideration was ever suffered to intrude itself 
into his mind. For his country he conquered ; and tbt 
unrivalled and increasing prosperity of that country if 
constantly adding fresh glory to his name. General; 
the course which he pursued is open to you, and it 
depends upon yourself to attain the eminence which he 
has reached before you. 

To the eyes of military men, the laurels you won on 
the fields of Vargas, Bayaca, and Carebobo, will be for 
ever green; but will that content you? Are you wili* 
ing that your name should descend to posterity, amongst 
the mass of those whose fame has been derived from 
shedding human blood, without a single advantage to 
the human race ? Or, shall it be united to that of Wash* 
iugton, as the founder and the fatiier of a great and 
happy people 7 The choice is before you. The friends 
of liberty throughout the world, and the people of the 
United States in particular, are waiting your decision 
with intense anxiety. Alexander toiled and conquered 
to attain the applause of the Athenians; will you regard 
as nothing the opinious of a nation which has evinced 
its superiority over that celebrated people, in the scienoo 
most useful to man, by having carried into actual pnu> 
tice a system of government, of which the wisest Atbe* 
nians had but a glimpse in theory, and considered as a 
blessing never to be realized, however ardently to hQ 
desired ? The place wich you are to occupy m theif 
esteem depends upon yourself. Farewell. 

W. H. HARRISON. 
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Extracts from the address delivered before the Ham" 
iltou County Agricultural Socie^, by General Harri- 
son, June 16, 1831. 

" The encouragement of agriculture, gentlemen, 
would be praiseworthy in any country ; in our own it is 
peculiarly so. Not only to multiply the means and en- 
joyment of life, but as giving greater stability and se^ 
curity to our political institutions. In all ages and 
in all countries, it has been observed, that the cultiva^ 
tors of the soil, are those who are least willing to part 
with tlieir rights, and submit themselves to the will 
of a matiter. I have no doubt also, that a taste for 
agricultural pursuits, is the best means of discipline 
. ing the ambition of those daring spirits, who occa- 
sionally spring up in the world, for good or for^evil, 
to defend or destroy the liberties of their fellow-men, as 
the principles received from education or circumstances 
may tend. As long as the leaders of the Roman armies 
were taken from the plough, to the plough they were 
willing to return. Never in the character of General, 
forgetting the duties of the citizen, and ever ready to 
exchange the sword and the triumphal purple, for the 
homely vestments of the husbandman. 

The history of this far-famed republic is full of in- 
stances of this kind ; but none more remarkable than 
our own age and country have produced. The 
fascinations of power and the trappings of command, 
were as much despised, and the enjoyment of rural 
scenes, and rural employments as highly prized by our 
Washington, as by Cincinuatus or Regulus. At the 
close of his glorious military career, he says, * I am pre- 
paring to return to that domestic retirement which it is 
well known I left with the deepest regret, and for which 
1 have not ceased to sigh through & long and painfui 
absence. 

Your efforts, gentlemen, to diffuse a taste for agricul 
tnre amongst men of all descriptions and profe8sion% 
Aiay produce results more important even than increas 
ing the means of subsistence, and the enjoyment of lifb. 
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It ma^ cause some future conquerbr fot his eonntiy, to 
end ms career 

*' GinUUss uf fas comtry^s hlocfd,** 

To the heart cheering prospect of flocks and hetds 
Feeding on unrivalled pastures, fields of grain, ezhitinr 
the scriptural proof that the seed had been cast on good 
ground — how oflen is the eye of the phUantbropic tr»- 
veller disgusted with the dark, unsiglitly manufactories 
of a certain poison — poison to the boa^ and the souk 
A modern iEneas or Ulyssses might mistake them for 
entrances into the Infernal Regions; nor would they 
greatly err. But unlike those passages which conduct^ 
Sie Grecian and Trojan heroes on their pious errandi^ 
the scenes to which these conduct the unhappy wretch 
who shall enter them are those, exclusively, of misery 
and woe. No relief to the sad picture ; np Tartanii 
there, no Elysium here. It is all Tartarian darkness, and 
not unfrequeutiy Tartarian crime. I speak mote (foehr 
of the practice of converting the material of the " stan 
of life" (atid for which so many human beings yearir 
perish) into an article which is so destructive of healn 
and happiness, because in that way 1 have sinned 
myself; but in that way 1 shall sin no «?i9r6."-^See 
page 258. 

General Harrison to Hon. Harmar Denny. 

North Bend, Dec> 2, 1838. 
Dear Sir, 

As it is probable that you have by this time returned 
to Pittsburgh, 1 do myself the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter from Philadelphia, containing th« 
proceedings of the National Democratic Anti-masomo 
Convention, which lately convened in that city. With 
feelings of the deepest gratitude, I read the resolution 
ununimously adopted, nominating me as a candidate for 
the President of the United States. This is the second 
time that I have received from that patriotic party, of 
which you yourself are a distingui^isd member^ tlM 
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ki|[he8t evidence of confidence that can be given to a 
citizen of oar republic. I would attempt to describe 
my sense of the obligations I owe them, if I were not 
convinced that any language which I could command 
would fall far short of vvliat I really feel. If, however, 
the wishes of the conventiou should be realized, and if I 
ahoold second their efforts; I shall have it in my power 
to manifest my gratitude in a manner more acceptable 
to those whom you represent, than by any professions 
of it which I could at this time make ; I mean by exert- 
ing my utmost efforts to carry out the principles set 
forth in their resolutions, by arresting the progress of 
the measures ** destructive to the prosperity of the peo- 
ple, and tending to the subversion of their liberties,'' 
and substituting for them those sound democratic re- 

fublican doctrines, upon which the administration of 
efferson and Madison were conducted. 
Among the principles proper to be adopted by any 
executive sincerely desirous to restore the administration 
to its original simplicity and purity, I deem the follow- 
ing to be of prominent importance. 

I. To eonfine his service to a single term. 

II. To disclaim all ri^ht of control over the public 
treasure, with the exception of such part of it as may be 
appropriated by law, to carry on tlie public services, 
and that to be applied precisely as the law may 'direct, 
and drawn from tne treasury agreeably to the long esta- 
blished forms of that department. 

III. That he should never attempt to influence tha 
elections, either by the people or the state legislatures, 
nor suffer the federal officers under his control to take 
any other part in them than by giving their own votes 
when they possess the right of voting. 

IV. That in the exercise of the veto power, he should 
limit his rejection of bills to, 1st, iSucb as are, in his 
opinion, unconstitutional ; 2d, Such as tend to encroach 
on the rights of the states or individuals; 3d, Such as 
involving deep interests, may, in his opinion, require 
more mature deliberation or reference to the will of the 
pooj^, to be ascertained at the succeeding elections. 

v. That he should never suffer the influence of his o^ 
I to bo astd for purposes of a purely party charaoltr- 
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VI. That in removals from office of thofe who hold 
their appointments during the pleasure of the EiecutiTB, 
the caase of such removal should be stated if requested, 
to the Senate, at the time the nomination of a racceMor 
is made. 

And last, but not least in importance, 

VII. That he should not suffer the executive depart- 
ment of the gt>vernment to become the source of leno- 
lation : but leave the whole business of making laws ror 
the Union to the department to which the Constttutioii 
has exclusively assigned it, until they have assumed tM 
perfected shape, where and when alone the opinions of 
the Executive may be heard." * # » • 

The question may perhaps be asked of me, what eo- 
curity I nave in my power to offer, if the majority of the 
American people should select me for their chief maghh 
trate, that I would adopt the principles which I have 
herein laid down as those upon which my administra- 
tion would be conducted ; I could only answer, by reftr 
ring to my conduct, and the disposition manifested ia 
the discharge of the duties of several important officee, 
which have heretofore been conferred upon me. If the 
power placed in my hands has, on even a single occa- 
sion, been used for any purpose other than that for 
which it was given, or retained longer than was neces- 
sary to accomplish the objects designated by those from 
whom the trusts were received, I will acknowledge that 
either will constitute a sufficient reason for discrediting 
an)r promise I may make, under the circumstances m 
which I am now placed. 

I am, dear sir, truly yours, 

W. H. HARRISOIii. 

To the Hon. Harmar Denny. 



General Harrison to the Editor of ths 

Ohio Confederate. 

North Bend, Oct. 18, 1839. 

Dear Sir, — The article you wrote in reply to soma 
abusive remarks made upon me by the editors of two 
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of the Ohio newapapers, is still going the rounds of 
pablication in the jouruBls of the Atlantic cities. It is 
at leaat once a week brought to my notice, and yet I 
have delated to execute the intention I formed when I 
first saw It, to express in a letter to 3^ou, my deep sense 
of gratitude for the exalted terms in which you have 
been pleased to speak of me, and mv admiration of the 
generosi^ and nobleness of soul which prompted you 
to become my defender, under the circumstances in 
which you stand in relation to those by whom I was as- 
■ailed. I can give no other reason for the delay than 
the apprehension that I should not be able properly to 
express my feelings on an occasion where they had 
been so strongly excited. They are, I trust, such as 
they ought to be, and such as a heart like yours will 
xeadily believe to exist in the bosom of another who 
owes a debt of gratitude that he despairs of ever being 
able to repay. But, however, highlv I may value the 
approba1ii6'n» coming from a source the purity of which 
no one can doubt, candor obliges me to say that you 
have done me more than justice, in attributing to me 
uncommon merit in my disinterested management of 
the public funds submitted to my control, and in the 
execution of the important powers with which I have 
been clothed, at different times, by the Government of 
the United States. 

As it regards the first, how could I act otherwise, 
considering the tutorage I received in my youth, and 
which is common to all brought up in the part of the 
country from which we both came ? There were cir- 
cumstances in my situation, too, which would have 
rendered the guilt of any dereliction of duty in me of 
deeper dye than in most of the otlier public ofHcera. 
I allude to the great confidence (maiii Tested by the ex- 
traordinary powers conferred upon me) reposed in me 
by the great statesmen and patriots under whom it was 
my good fortune to act. Take a sample or two ; I was 
Governor of Indiana, (at that time it comprised what Is 
now Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin,) ex- 
ofBcio Superintendent of Indian Affairs, and by the 
Constitution (the ordinance) vested with the power to 
appoint aU the officers (under tha first grade,) and to 
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lay off connties and fix seats of jnatice. Under dw 
second, a complete control over the Legislature. I waa, 
moreover, vested by Congress with the complete con- 
trol over the public domain at Vincennes, and in tbe 
Illinois country, for the settlement of all the claims to 
land made by the '' French and British governments^ or 
by courts or commandants claiming the rights to make 
such grants, the whole of the land so granted, or as 
much thereof as might appear to me to be reasonable 
and just." With these great powers in my hand. Presi- 
dent Jefferson, in 1804, sent me a commission constitu* 
ting nie sole commissioner for treating with all tbe 
northwestern tribes, with the power to draw for any 
money 1 might think necessary for the accomplishment 
of the objects committed to me. My compensation 
was fixed at $6 per diem and my expenses, when I wai 
acting as commissioner, but I was entirely \ef\ to myself 
to determine when I should be considered as acting 
under this commission, or tlie ordinary one of superin- 
tendent. I have no means near me of ascertaining the 
whole amount of compensation I charged for tbe 
thirteen treaties I negotiated, in the course of tbe 
eleven years that I acted under the commission ; I am 
persuaded however, that it did not exceed ^,000-Hkk 
most $5,000. 

As soon as Louisiana was acquired, I was made by a 
law oi' Congress, (at the suggestion of Mr. Jefferson.) 
ex-officio Governor of " Upper Loniniana.'' I do not 
positively know, his motive for this singular arrange- 
ment. But I do not know, that he had it much at heart 
to convince the inhabitants of the newly acquired terri- 
tory of the great difference between our dovernment 
and the corrupt one they had so long suffered under. 
Under this impression, I declined receiving the fee to 
which I was entitled by law, although those for Indian 
licenses would have brought me two or three thousand 
dollars, and refused to purchase any property, although 
I was tempted by the proprietor (A. Choteau^ of three 
fourths of St. Louis and all the adjoining lands, with as 
individual moieU- for assisting him to build up the town. 

In the war of 1811, and that which commenced in 
1812, 1 received almost a carte blanofae aa to appoint- 
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mentSy organization of the army, expenditures, &c, 
Waa it possible for me to bring dishonor upon the ad- 
ministration of these distinguished men, by using their 
unlimited confidence for any other purpose than that 
for which it was given ? 

" I have only room to add that I am, most truly, 
yours. WILLIAM H. HARRISON. 

Mr. Milder, Editor of the Ohio Confederate." 



The Opinion op a Foreigner. — M. Chevalier har- 
hig encountered General Harrison at Cincinnati, in one 
of his letters, the following comment ; — 

'' I had observed at the hotel table a man about the 
medium height, stout and muscular, and about the age 
of sixty years, yet with the active step and lively air of 
youth. I had been strnck with his open and cheerful 
expression, the amenity of his open and certain air of 
command, which appeared through his plain dress. 
"That is*' said my friend, " General Harrison, Clerk of 
the Cincinnati Court of Common Pleas." — "What! 
Geaeral Harrison of the Tippecanoe and the Thames?" 
" The same ; the ex-general, the conqueror of Tecum» 
seh and Proctor; the avenger of our disasters on the 
RAisin and Detroit ; the ex-governor of the Territory 
of Indiana, the ex-senator in Congress, the ex-minister 
of the United States to one of the South American Re- 
pnbliofl. He has grown old in the service of his country, 
he has passed twenty ^rears of his life in those fierce 
wars with the Indians in which there is less glory to be 
won, but more dangers to be encountered than at Ti- 
Toli and Austerlitz. He is now poor, with a numerous 
family, neglected by the Federal Government, although 
yet vigorous, because he had the independence to think 
for himself. As the opposition is in the majoritjr here, 
his fViends have bethought themselves of coming to 
his relief by removing me Clerk of Common Pleas, 
who was a Jackson man, and giving him the place, 
which is a lucrative one, as a sort of retiring pension. 
His fViends in the East talk of making him President of 
the United States — meanwhile we have made him clerk 
6f an inferior court 
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